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Mattis looks to 
diplomacy as IS 
crumbles in Syria
HELSINKI: US Defense Secretary Jim Mattis said
yesterday that he supported a diplomatic solution
for the Syria conflict, as America and its partners
look beyond the defeat of the Islamic State group
in the war-torn nation. Speaking to reporters ahead
of his arrival for talks in Finland yesterday, Mattis
said intelligence assessments-based primarily on
the numbers of jihadists who have surrendered,
deserted or been wounded-showed that “the whole
bottom was dropping out” of IS.

He said he supported a UN-backed effort in
Geneva, which has run in parallel to a Russian and
Iranian-led process, to reach a diplomatic solution.
“Basically, we are trying to get this into the diplo-
matic mode so we can sort this out and make certain
that minorities, whoever they are, are not subject to
what we’ve seen” under the regime of President
Bashar Al-Assad. The fight against Islamic State
jihadists in Iraq and Syria is not over, but they have
sustained a string of major defeats and lost most of
the territory they once held. —AFP

BEHROR: The beating that ended Pehlu Khan’s life
was televised nationwide. Cell phone video captured a
group of men punching and slinging Khan around the
middle of a road in north India, stomping on him and
then slamming the 55-year-old farmer down on con-
crete as he begged for mercy. Khan had been stopped
by the lynch mob of right-wing Hindus as he rode
home from a market in April with two cows and two
calves in the back of a truck. 

The crowd was furious at the sight of a Muslim
transporting animals held sacred by Hindus, according
to the accounts of his sons and two fellow villagers
who were also attacked. Before the men beat Khan so
badly that he later died, breaking his ribs in multiple
places, they screamed that he was planning to slaugh-
ter the cattle for beef. Outside the frame of the video,
something else was
happening: Pehlu Khan’s
cows were seized. They
were hauled off to a
nearby Hindu-run shel-
ter that takes in cattle
snatched from Muslims
and sells them.

Assaults meted out in
broad daylight against
India’s Muslim popula-
tion, some 14 percent of
the country’s 1.3 billion
people, have sparked
concern about the
direction the country is taking under Hindu nationalist
Prime Minister Narendra Modi. There has been anoth-
er, less noted dimension to the violence: The theft
from Muslims and redistribution to Hindus of cows
that provide crucial income in the Indian countryside.

Such scenes clash with India’s image as an investor
darling in Asia and the pro-business message Modi
broadcasts to foreign investors. But three and a half
years after his electoral victory, the cow seizures illus-
trate how the nation’s right-wing Hindu factions that
propelled Modi to power are now shaping India and
stirring religious upheaval. Having stoked Hindu
nationalist passions in his bid for the highest office, it’s
unclear to what extent Modi can now control them. 

The bands of right-wing Hindus who seize the cows
are operating essentially as private militias. They are

undeterred by the prime minister’s public calls on
them to end the violence. States governed by Modi’s
party have seen a marked increase in cow theft from
Muslims as well as funding for cow shelters that in
many cases take in the stolen cattle. Interviews with
nationalist Hindu leaders and militia members across
the country reveal an impatience for Muslims to
demonstrate obeisance to the Hindu majority.

There are no official statistics for how many cows
have been stolen from Muslims in incidents involving
such groups since Modi’s Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
came to national power in 2014. Reuters’ reporting
across India, though, puts actual numbers on the extent
of the cow theft. It also provides the first in-depth look
at how the actions of cow vigilantes are leading to fur-
ther economic marginalization of the country’s Muslim

minority.

Valuable possession
In northern India, the

leadership of just two of
the main organizations
of “gau rakshaks” -
right-wing Hindu cow
vigilantes, or l iterally
“cow protectors” - said
they have taken about
190,000 cows since the
year of Modi’s election,
some in the presence of
police and almost every

single one of them from Muslims, the reporting shows.
Separately, Reuters surveyed 110 cow shelters or

farms, known as “gaushalas,” across six Indian states
that were led by BJP chief ministers from before or
just after Modi’s 2014 election win. The survey found
an increase of 50 percent in their cattle holdings -
from about 84,000 head before Modi came to power
in 2014 to more than 126,000 today. The survey, con-
ducted by phone and in person, covered a fraction of
the thousands of cow sheds nationwide.

It was not possible to determine how much of the
50 percent increase was due to cow vigilantes,
because record-keeping in many cases is non-exis-
tent. But of the 110 cattle facilities surveyed, all but 14
said they receive cows from the Hindu vigilante
groups. About a third said they sell or give cows away,

nearly all to Hindu farmers and households.
In a separate survey, Reuters found that only three

of 24 cow facilities in four states not ruled by a BJP
chief minister said they sold or gave away cattle -
mainly to Hindus - after receiving them. While cattle
stock has risen about 40 percent in these gaushalas
since Modi took office, only a small part of the
increase was due to vigilantes. In many of the cases,
cows were donated to the shelters for religious rea-
sons or purchased from cattle markets for fear they
would be slaughtered.

It is hard to put a value on the seized cattle
because the price of cows ranges from zero for ani-
mals near death to 25,000 rupees (about $385), if not
more, at cattle markets for healthy milk cows. But tak-
ing the average of those two points, just the 190,000
cows captured by the two vigilante groups in northern

India would be worth more than $36 million. That is a
significant amount of money in India, where some 270
million people live on less than $1.90 a day. In rural
areas, home to about 70 percent of the nation’s popu-
lation, a family’s milk cow is often its most valuable
possession.

‘An act of devotion’
Cow slaughter is illegal in most of India, while com-

mitting cruelty to cattle by transporting them
crammed into small spaces is outlawed across the
country. Slaughtering buffalo, an animal not consid-
ered holy, is allowed, fueling a multi-billion dollar meat
export industry that is dominated by Muslims.
Penalties for killing a cow differ from state to state,
with most ranging from six months to five years in
prison. —Reuters

Bands of right-wing Hindus operating as private militias

In Modi’s India, cow vigilantes deny 
Muslim farmers their livelihood
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PM urges ‘culture 
of respect’ after 
UK sex scandals
LONDON: Prime Minister Theresa May yesterday
called for a “culture of respect” in Britain’s parlia-
ment as she prepares to hold cross-party talks on
how to crack down on sexual abuse after a slew of
scandals. About a dozen MPs from both May’s
Conservative Party and the main opposition Labor
Party have been accused of harassment in recent
days and the government has admitted serious fail-
ures in reporting procedures.

At closed-door talks in the House of Commons yes-
terday, May will be meeting party leaders including her
main rival, Labor leader Jeremy Corbyn. Speaking to
the Confederation of British Industry ahead of the
meeting, May said she wanted “a new, common, robust
and independence grievance procedure for parlia-
ment”. Defense secretary Michael Fallon resigned last
week and First Secretary of State Damian Green, May’s
deputy, is under investigation by the government over
the claims, some of which date back several years. “We
need to establish a new culture of respect at the centre
of our public life,” May said.

She said the new culture should be “one in which
everyone can feel confident that they are working in a
safe and secure environment, where complaints can be
brought forward without prejudice and victims know
that those complaints will be investigated properly”.
But she also said “people’s careers cannot be damaged
by unfounded rumors circulated anonymously online”
after many claims made via social media. “Of course,
people can be friends with their colleagues and con-
sensual relationships can develop at work-this isn’t
about prying into private lives,” she said.

‘Watershed moment’
On Friday, May announced a new code of conduct

for the Conservative Party under which several MPs
were referred for investigation this weekend. Two
Labor lawmakers have also been suspended, another is
facing an investigation by the party and a fourth has
apologized for making women feel “uncomfortable”.
One change that has been mooted is to make MPs’ staff
direct employees of parliament rather than of the politi-
cians themselves-an anomaly that has made some
harassment victims reluctant to come forward.

Home Secretary Amber Rudd said on Sunday the
scandals were a “watershed moment” that was “clear-
ing out” inappropriate behavior but the interior minis-
ter denied May’s minority government was at risk.
Fallon announced his resignation on Wednesday after
apologizing for touching a journalist’s knee in 2002.
Another journalist alleged this weekend that Fallon had
“lunged” at her after a lunch in 2003. 

She said she reported the incident to Downing

Street this week, and he resigned hours later. Green
meanwhile is being investigated for his own alleged
inappropriate behavior towards a journalist, which he
strongly denies. Rudd confirmed that the probe had
been widened to include a newspaper report on
Sunday that “extreme” pornographic material had been
found on his parliamentary computer in 2008.

Green has strongly denied the story in The Sunday
Times and accused the police source behind it of try-
ing to cause him political damage. Also on Sunday,
Conservative lawmaker Chris Pincher resigned from
his role as a whip-enforcing party discipline-and
referred himself to the party’s complaints procedure
and the police following allegations over his behavior.
The move followed a report in The Mail on Sunday
newspaper that Pincher was accused of making an
unwanted pass at former Olympic rower and
Conservative activist Alex Story. —AFP

LONDON: The Houses of Parliament are seen in central London. British Defense Secretary Michael Fallon
quit the government on November 1, stepping down from ministerial office in a developing scandal over
sexual harassment at Westminster.  —AFP

Arriving on donkeys, 
Syrian war wounded 
seek Israel assistance 
MOUNT HERMON: The wounded Syrians, carried on don-
keys through the pitch-black night, could be seen in the
beam of a searchlight held by their unlikely saviors-Israeli
soldiers. They were high in the mountains, nearing the
Israeli-occupied zone of the Golan Heights, where they were
to receive medical treatment for their wounds even though
Israel and Syria are officially at war. Casualties from Syria’s
six-year civil war are taken to hospitals inside Israel several
nights each week. At the same time, Israeli soldiers return
Syrians, who have received treatment, to the disengagement
line that divides the Syrian-controlled part of the Golan from
that ruled by Israel.

It is another example of the many contradictions in the
morass of the six-year Syrian conflict.  Israel does not take
in refugees from the war, but its army says that it has facili-
tated the treatment of more than 3,100 wounded in Israeli
hospitals since 2013. The army acknowledges they treat any
Syrian who needs it, including civilians or even rebels fight-
ing President Bashar Al-Assad’s regime. On a recent night, a

procession of five patients made its way along Mount
Hermon, known as Jabal al-Sheikh in Arabic and the highest
point of the Golan Heights, avoiding gunfire between war-
ring groups on the Syrian side.

Donkeys, not ambulances 
They arrive with assorted fractures and shrapnel wounds.

“They know that there are specific places which they can
reach and where we wait for them,” says Tomer Kolar, the
Israeli army’s chief medical officer for the sector. “There is
no ambulance on the other side. Sometimes they arrive in the
back of a truck or by car, but on the Hermon they come with
donkeys. When they arrive in the middle of winter, in the
snow, they are sometimes in an extremely serious condition.”

Nearly two-thirds of wounded Syrians are taken to the
Galilee Medical Centre in Nahariya, on Israel’s coast near
the border with Lebanon. A hospital wing, located in the
basement, has been set aside for the men and is under per-
manent watch while wounded women and children are
placed in other departments. Inside the men’s unit, patients
rest and watch television. One of them is Hani, 28, who had
part of his face shattered by gunfire during an offensive on
his village by Assad’s forces. He speaks on condition of
anonymity for fear or reprisals when he returns home. 

Hospitalized in Nahariya for more than a year, Hani lost
an eye and underwent multiple operations. Sameh, 31, who
arrived at the hospital three weeks ago, had an arm ampu-
tated after being wounded in fighting against Assad’s army.

“When I’m healed, I’ll fight back against Assad,” he said
without hesitation through a Arab Israeli nurse who translat-
ed for him. “The Syrian government always told us that Israel
is an enemy country and that it is better to be in touch with
the devil than with Israelis.  “But I am grateful to Israel and
the Israeli army for what they have done for me.” —AFP

Wounded Syrian men sit next to their mules after
approaching a meeting point with Israeli soldiers on
Mount Hermon in the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights on the
border line before being transfer to an Israeli hospital for
medical treatment. —AFP

China fumes as
Indian defense 
minister visits 
disputed region 
BEIJING: China yesterday criticized a visit by India’s
defense minister to the remote state of Arunachal Pradesh,
which China claims, saying it would complicate efforts by
both sides to maintain peace along the disputed border
region. The latest row over Arunachal Pradesh in the east-
ern Himalayas that China claims as southern Tibet suggests
the neighbors remain far apart, despite recent attempts to
defuse tension. On Sunday, Indian Defense Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman took stock of defense preparedness in
Arunachal Pradesh along the Line of Actual Control, the de
facto, but disputed, border between the two countries.

Sitharaman also tweeted pictures of her visit, including
her meeting with Indian army officers. China lashed back
yesterday. “An Indian official going to a disputed region on
the China-India border will perhaps make the issue even
more complex, and is not beneficial to efforts by both parties
to maintain peace and tranquillity on the border,” Chinese
Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Hua Chunying said. India’s
foreign ministry did not immediately respond to a request for
comment. In the past, New Delhi has reacted strongly to any
attempts challenging its sovereignty over Arunachal. China
and India have tried to develop two-ways ties in recent years
but there is still deep distrust over the border dispute. In
April, China slammed India’s decision to host Tibetan spiritu-
al leader the Dalai Lama in the region, saying it could cause
serious damage to relations. —Reuters

BEHROR: Photo shows a cow roaming in the street. 


