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News in brief

‘Suicide’ jumper kills man 

SEOUL: A South Korean man was killed after a woman
who apparently committed suicide by jumping from an
apartment block landed on him, reports said. The 68-
year-old man was on his way to work in Seoul when the
woman, aged 56, leapt from the 13th floor of the building,
Yonhap news agency reported. Both were taken to hos-
pital after the impact but died later, the report cited the
police as saying, adding the woman had been suffering
from depression and probably killed herself. South
Korea’s suicide rate is the highest among the 34 nations
of the Organization for Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD), and one of the worst in the world.
The South Korean government has allotted nearly 9.9
billion won ($8.9 million) in 2017 for suicide prevention. 

50 killed in Vietnam 

DANANG: The death toll from the typhoon that struck
Vietnam at the weekend has risen to at least 49, the gov-
ernment said yesterday. After Typhoon Damrey’s winds
tore off roofs, felled trees and ripped up electricity poles,
heavy rains brought floods to central Vietnam just days
before the region is due to host the APEC summit of
Asia-Pacific leaders. The Communist state’s Steering
Committee for Disaster Prevention said 49 people had
been killed and 27 were missing.  It did not say how the
victims died, but said most casualties were in Khan Hoa
province near the city of Nha Trang, where the storm
made landfall on Saturday. Nearly 2,000 homes had col-
lapsed and more than 80,000 had been damaged, it said.
Roads that had been flooded or washed away caused
traffic jams across several provinces.  

Sri Lanka fuel shortage 

COLOMBO: A Sri Lankan minister was forced yesterday
to apologize for a fuel shortage that has seen long
queues form at gas stations and forced many commuters
to leave their cars at home.  Petroleum minister Arjuna
Ranatunga said the government was working to resolve
the crisis, which came weeks after authorities turned
away a shipment of about 40,000 tons of gasoline say-
ing it was contaminated.  “I apologize to consumers for
this inconvenience, but we rejected the last shipment
because we didn’t want to give substandard product to
our motorists,” the minister told reporters. “We were
expecting another shipment at the start of this month but
it was delayed,” he said, adding he now expected it to
arrive on Wednesday night.  

18 N Koreans sanctioned 

SEOUL: South Korea imposed unilateral sanctions on 18
North Koreans yesterday, barring any financial transac-
tions between those sanctioned and any South Koreans,
as part of international efforts to dry up Pyongyang’s
illegal cash flows. All 18 individuals on which the South
Korean sanctions were imposed were directly affiliated
to North Korean banks, according to an official govern-
ment announcement by the finance minister uploaded on
the Interior Ministry’s website. “They are all people at
North Korean financial institutions that have already
been sanctioned by the United Nations,” a government
official directly involved in the sanction development
process told Reuters. The official asked for anonymity as
he was not authorized to speak to media. 

TOKYO: US President Donald Trump said yesterday
that America stood with close ally Japan against the
North Korean “menace” and that Washington would
work with Tokyo to sort out problems on trade
between the world’s biggest and third-largest
economies. Speaking after a summit with Japanese
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe in Tokyo, Trump repeated
his mantra the “era of strategic patience” with North
Korea was over, and that the two countries were work-
ing to counter the “dangerous aggressions” of the
North Korean regime, which has fired two rockets over
Japan.

He said that Japan would shoot North Korean mis-
siles “out of the sky” after completing purchases of US
military equipment. Abe, for
his part, said Tokyo would
do so “if necessary”. Trump
also pressed Japan to lower
its trade deficit with the
United States and buy more
US military hardware, but
Abe dodged questions
about the trade deficit. The
US president is on the sec-
ond day of a 12-day Asian
trip that is focusing on trade
and North Korea’s nuclear
missile programs.

“Most importantly, we’re working to counter the
dangerous aggressions of the regime in North Korea,”
Trump said, calling Pyongyang’s nuclear tests and
recent launches of ballistic missiles over Japan “a
threat to the civilized world and to international peace
and stability”. “Some people said that my rhetoric is
very strong. But look what’s happened with very weak
rhetoric over the last 25 years.  Look where we are
right now,” he added. North Korea’s recent actions
have raised the stakes in the most critical international
challenge of Trump’s presidency.

The US leader has rattled some allies with his vow
to “totally destroy” North Korea if it threatens the
United States and with his dismissal of North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un as a “rocket man” on a suicide

mission. Abe, with whom Trump has bonded through
multiple summits and phone calls, repeated at the same
news conference that Japan backed Trump’s stance
that “all options” are on the table, saying it was time to
exert maximum pressure on North Korea and the two
countries were “100 percent” together on the issue.

Japan’s policy is that it would only shoot down a
missile if it were falling on Japanese territory or if it
were judged to pose an “existential threat” to Japan
because it was aimed at a US target. Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesman Hua Chunying, in response to
Abe’s comments, said that the North Korean “situa-
tion” was “already extremely complex, sensitive and
weak”. “We hope that under the present circum-

stances, all sides’ words
and actions can help
reduce tensions and
reestablish mutual trust and
getting the North Korean
nuclear issue back on the
correct track of dialogue
and negotiations,” she said.

Trade deficits
Trump said he was com-

mitted to achieving “free,
fair, and reciprocal” trade
and wants to work with

Japan on this issue. “America is also committed to
improving our economic relationship with Japan,”
Trump said. “As president, I’m committed to achieving
fair, free, and reciprocal trading relationship. We seek
equal and reliable access for American exports to
Japan’s markets in order to eliminate our chronic trade
imbalances and deficits with Japan.”

Earlier, speaking to Japanese and US business
executives, Trump praised Japan for buying US mili-
tary hardware, which he said was the “best military
equipment in the world”. But he added that “many mil-
lions of cars are sold by Japan into the United States,
whereas virtually no cars go from the United States
into Japan”. Japan had a $69 billion trade surplus with
the United States last year, according to the US

Treasury Department. The United States was Japan’s
second biggest trade partner after China, while Japan
was the United States’ fourth largest goods export
market in 2016.

Emperor, abductees
Japanese officials have countered US trade com-

plaints by noting Tokyo accounts for a much smaller
slice of the US deficit than in the past, while China’s
imbalance is bigger. In a second round of economic
talks in Washington last month, US Vice President
Mike Pence and Japanese Finance Minister Taro
Aso, who doubles as deputy premier, fai led to

bridge differences on trade issues. The two sides
are at odds over how to frame future trade talks,
with Tokyo pushing back against US calls to discuss
a bilateral free trade agreement (FTA).

Trump also said earlier that an Indo-Pacific
trade framework would produce more in trade that
the Trans-Pacific Partnership pact pushed by his
predecessor but which he announced Washington
would abandon soon after he took office. The 11
remaining nations in the TPP, to which Japan’s Abe
is firmly committed, are edging closer to sealing a
comprehensive free trade pact without the United
States.—Reuters

Japan would shoot N Korea missiles ‘out of the sky’

US, Japan stand against 
North Korean ‘menace’

TOKYO: US President Donald Trump toasts with Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe (left) at the opening
of a state banquet hosted by Abe at Akasaka Palace in Tokyo yesterday. —AP

Lebanon leader
urges unity after 
PM Hariri quits
BEIRUT: Lebanon’s president appealed for national uni-
ty yesterday after Prime Minister Saad Al-Hariri quit in a
broadcast from Saudi Arabia, toppling the country’s
coalition government that grouped the country’s main
sectarian factions. His resignation exposed Lebanon
again to the sharp end of rivalry for Middle East pre-
dominance between Sunni Muslim Saudi Arabia and
Shiite Muslim Iran, which has also wrought upheaval in
Syria, Iraq, Yemen and Bahrain.

In a televised speech on Saturday, Hariri - a Sunni
Muslim - shocked his small nation by saying he was
resigning and feared an assassination plot against him,
accusing Iran and its Lebanese ally Hezbollah of breed-
ing strife in the Arab world. The government, which was
painstakingly devised to accommodate key sectarian
groups, includes the Iran-backed, Shiite Hezbollah. Its
leader Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah accused Saudi Arabia of
forcing Hariri to step down and said there were “legiti-
mate questions” over whether he had been detained in
the kingdom.

Aides to Hariri, whose family made their fortune in the
Saudi construction industry, strongly denied such claims.
Lebanese Interior Minister Nohad Machnouk said yes-
terday he was under the impression Hariri would return
to Beirut within days. He said a meeting between Saudi
King Salman and Hariri yesterday, reported by Saudi
media, showed “rumors” were untrue - an apparent ref-
erence to speculation that Hariri was being held in Saudi
Arabia or forced to quit.

The furor in Lebanon over Hariri’s status came as
Saudi Arabia underwent an anti-corruption purge in
which royals, ministers and investors have been arrested
as the putative next king tightens his grip on power.
Lebanese President Michel Aoun convened a meeting
with ministers and top security officials at Baabda
palace, telling them that political leaders had been
responsive to calls for calm, his office said. “He stressed
that security, economic, financial, and political stability is
a red line,” Justice Minister Salim Jreissati said after the
meeting. Aoun will take no steps to decide on whether to
accept the resignation before Hariri returns from abroad,

said Jreissati, who is politically aligned with Hezbollah. 
“The president is waiting for Hariri’s return to hear

from him personally,” he said. “This indicates a sover-
eign vision...  and that the resignation must be voluntary
in every sense.” Aoun also planned to meet the finance
minister and central bank governor in the afternoon.
Lebanese dollar bonds fell across the curve and credit
default swaps jumped yesterday. The central bank
sought to calm fears that the political turmoil would hit
Lebanon’s already fragile economy. Governor Riad
Salameh told local television that the monetary situation
was stable yesterday and markets were normal.  There
was no danger to the Lebanese pound, which is pegged
to the US dollar, he said. 

Televised resignation 
“Lebanon, after the resignation, will never be the

same as before,” Saudi Gulf Affairs Minister Thamer Al-
Sabhan said in a tweet yesterday. “It will not accept to
be in any case a platform for launching terrorism to our

countries.” Even his own aides were surprised by the
resignation of Hariri, Lebanon’s most influential Sunni
politician and a close Saudi ally. He accused Iran of
sowing ruin wherever it went and of a “deep hatred for
the Arab nation”. Hariri also accused Hezbollah of point-
ing its weapons at Yemenis, Syrians and Lebanese. 

Hezbollah’s ties to Iran and its support for President
Bashar Al-Assad in neighboring Syria’s war, where
Gulf Arab states have backed rebels fighting him, have
been a major source of tension in Lebanon for years.
The resignation could stoke tensions between Sunni
and Shiite Muslims and return Lebanon to paralysis in
government. Hariri’s coalition government grouped
nearly all of Lebanon’s main parties and took office last
year in a political deal that made Aoun, a Hezbollah
ally, president. Hariri flew to Saudi Arabia on Friday
after meeting in Beirut with Ali Akbar Velayati, the top
adviser to Iran’s Supreme Leader. Velayati described
Hariri’s coalition as “a victory” and “great success”
afterwards.  —Reuters

BEIRUT: A picture shows front pages of newspapers featuring former Lebanese Prime Minister Saad
Hariri following his resignation in the capital Beirut. —AFP

Yazidi sex slaves 
still in captivity 
LONDON: As Islamic State fighters beat
her mercilessly for trying to flee from
captivity as a sex slave in Syria, Yazidi
teenager Farida Khalaf was never once
deterred from plotting her next chance to
escape. “They told me and my friend that
they would take us to a place where we
will never be able to flee. They beat me so
much I lost the vision in my eye for a long
time. They did everything to us,” said
Khalaf in Arabic through an interpreter.

“But as they were beating me, I
became stronger (and more determined)
to flee,” she told the Thomson Reuters
Foundation during an interview in

London. Khalaf, now 21 and a campaign-
er, was among 7,000 Yazidi women and
girls forced into sex slavery, when
Islamic State militants assaulted the
community’s heartland in Sinjar, northern
Iraq in August 2014. More than 5,000
people in the religious minority were
rounded up and slaughtered by the
fighters, also known as ISIS. “When we
were living under ISIS they did every-
thing to us - from beating, to raping, to
separating children from their mothers,”
said Khalaf, who now lives in Germany. 

She said she would resist the militants
as much as she could, even berating
them for hurting women and girls instead
of fighting a real battle on the field. After
four months in captivity, Khalaf found
herself in a boarded-up house with five
other girls - and an unlocked door. The
group took their chance and fled, cross-

ing from Syria into Kurdistan in northern
Iraq where Khalaf was reunited with her
brother. “I fled on 10 December, and
arrived in Iraq on 17 December. This is
the date of my real birthday - the day I
was free from ISIS,” she said.

Militants were driven out of the last
part of the Yazidi homeland in northern
Iraq in May. However, most Yazidis have
yet to return to villages. Nearly 3,000
Yazidi women and children remain in
Islamic State captivity, and control over
Sinjar is disputed by rival armed factions
and their regional patrons. Justice for the
crimes Yazidis suffered, including sexual
enslavement, has also so far proved elu-
sive. Ahmed Burjus, deputy director of
Yazda, a Yazidi-led charity that supports
survivors and is documenting evidence
of mass killings committed by the mili-
tants, said more needed to be done to

help the plight of his people.
“Almost all the areas are liberated

from ISIS in Iraq and Syria but those
Yazidi people are missing. Have they
been killed? We don’t know where they
are,” he said in an interview in London.
A UN human rights Commission of
Inquiry, which declared the killings of
thousands of Yazidis to be a genocide,
said in August that the atrocity had not
ended and that the international com-
munity was not doing enough to stop it.
“I know how difficult it is because I was
under their control for four months - but
what about those who are still in captiv-
ity for over three years?” Khalaf said.
“They destroyed my dreams and I don’t
want other girls’ dreams to be
destroyed. We want this genocide to be
stopped so we can return to our
homes,” she said. —Reuters
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