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BONN: This year will be among the three hottest on
record in a new sign of man-made climate change that is
aggravating “extraordinary weather” such as hurricanes,
droughts and floods, the United Nations said yesterday.
The UN report is meant to guide almost 200 nations
meeting from Nov 6-17 in Bonn, Germany, to try to bolster
the 2015 Paris climate pact despite a planned US pullout. 

“2017 is set to be in top three hottest years,” the UN’s
World Meteorological Organization (WMO) said, project-
ing average surface temperatures would be slightly less
sweltering than a record 2016 and roughly level with 2015,
the previous warmest. And 2017 would be the hottest on
record without a natural El Nino event that releases heat
from the Pacific Ocean about once every five years, it said.
El Nino boosted global temperatures in both 2015 and
2016.

“We have witnessed extraordinary weather,” WMO
Secretary-General Petteri Taalas said in a statement of
2017, pointing to severe hurricanes in the Atlantic and
Caribbean, temperatures above 50 degrees Celsius

(122∞F) in Pakistan, Iran and Oman, monsoon floods in
Asia and drought in East Africa. “Many of these events -
and detailed scientific studies will determine exactly how
many - bear the tell-
tale sign of climate
change caused by
increased greenhouse
gas concentrations
from human activities,”
he said.

The Bonn meeting is
due to work on a “rule
book” for the Paris
Agreement, which
seeks to end the fossil
fuel era in the second
half of the century by
shifting the world
economy to cleaner energies such as wind and solar pow-
er. “These findings underline the rising risks to people,

economies and the very fabric of life on Earth if we fail to
get on track with the aims and ambitions of the Paris
Agreement,” said Patricia Espinosa, head of the UN

Climate Change Secretariat
which hosts the Bonn talks.

Chinese plot
US President Donald

Trump, who once dismissed
global warming as a Chinese
plot to undermine the US
economy, plans to withdraw
from the Paris pact and
focus instead on bolstering
the US fossil fuel industry.
China and the United States
are the top emitters. The
WMO said average surface

temperatures in 2017 were about 1.1C (2.0F) above the
pre-industrial era in data from January to September,

nearing the most ambitious limit of 1.5C (2.7F) set by the
Paris Agreement. 

Many scientists say the 1.5C limit is already slipping out
of reach because of insufficient action by governments to
cut emissions so far. “We’ll need a lot of luck and drastic
action to stay below 1.5 degrees,” Professor Stefan
Rahmstorf of the Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact
Research told Reuters. Among extremes, the WMO point-
ed to a battering from hurricanes Harvey, Irma and Maria. 

While it said there was no clear evidence whether cli-
mate change made hurricanes more frequent, when
storms do take place warmer temperatures aggravate
downpours, and higher sea levels can worsen storm
surges, it said. Among other extremes, monsoon floods
killed 1,200 people in India, Bangladesh and Nepal, the
WMO said. Severe wildfires, stoked by heat and drought,
killed 64 people in Portugal, at least 41 in California and
11 in Chile. A few places had record cold against the
overall warming trend, such as -25.4C (-13.7∞F) in
Bariloche, Argentina, in July.—Reuters

2017 among the three hottest on record: UN
UN sees risks to ‘fabric of life on Earth’

Echoes of Cold War 
as NATO mulls new 
N Atlantic command
BRUSSELS: NATO needs to establish a new
regional base for protecting the North Atlantic
against increased Russian naval strength, a  senior
alliance general said yesterday, as allies consider
the next step in a military build-up reminiscent of
the Cold War. General Petr Pavel, head of NATO’s
military committee, will help put the case to allied
defense ministers this week for a new planning and
strategy base to be located in a chosen NATO ally
and focused on keeping Atlantic shipping lanes
safe from enemy submarines. It would be the first
such expansion in two decades after NATO
sharply cut back its commands in 2011.

“If we look at the growing capabilities of coun-
tries like Russia and China, with a global reach, it is
quite obvious that maritime lines of communication
have to be protected,” Pavel, a Czech army general,
told Reuters in an interview. “We observe
increased Russian naval activity in the Arctic in the
northern Atlantic ... We also assess that for any
future crisis, the reinforcement of Europe and free
lines of communication will be vital for European
security,” Pavel said. If approved, the new North
Atlantic Command would survey a vast area and,
in the event of any potential conflict with Russia,
have the task of making sea lanes safe for US rein-
forcements to Europe.

Strong in symbolism, the decision is unlikely to
revive a much larger Cold War-era Atlantic
Command that was disbanded in 2002, but it
would broaden NATO’s new deterrent against
Russia. Despite NATO’s cooperation with Moscow
in the Balkans after a 1997 pact formalized friendly
ties, the alliance sees the Kremlin’s incursions in
Georgia and eastern Ukraine and its seizure of
Crimea as unacceptable breaches of international
law. Pavel described Russia as a “potential threat”,
while the West was alarmed by Moscow’s war
games in September that massed tens of thousands
of troops and may have tested electronic warfare
tools on Latvia, NATO officials say.

Since Russia’s 2014 Crimea annexation, NATO

has sought to reassure its Baltic allies by sending
troops to the Baltics, Poland and the Black Sea, set-
ting up a network of NATO outposts, holding more
exercises and preparing a rapid response force,
including air, maritime and special operations com-
ponents. The United States have also returned
tanks and troops to Europe after a long drawdown
at the end of the Cold War. Russia condemns the
moves as an aggressive strategy on its frontiers
that threatens to destabilize eastern Europe.

Logistics, costs
US Defense Secretary Jim Mattis will join other

allied defense ministers tomorrow and Thursday to
decide whether to approve the North Atlantic
Command, as well as a logistics command to focus
on moving troops more quickly across Europe.
With renewed purpose since Russia’s annexation
of Crimea, NATO allies are broadly in favor of the

two commands. Many are keen to lock in US sup-
port given President Donald Trump’s early doubts
about the alliance he now says he strongly backs.

Pavel cautioned that cost is likely to be an issue
for NATO governments and said there were no
short cuts in deterrence. “I believe we are now out
of the realm of doing more with less. We simply
have to understand that wherever we want to do
more, there will be resource implications,” Pavel
said. The alliance is being asked by Trump to do
more in Afghanistan, in fighting Islamist militants
and to stop migrants from the Middle East and
North Africa reaching Europe. 

Many European NATO nations are still strug-
gling to meet an alliance goal by 2024 to spend
two percent of economic output on defense every
year. “We can call it modernization, we can call it
adaptation. We simply have to adapt to a new real-
ity,” Pavel said. — Reuters

US embassy in 
Turkey resumes 
visa issuing on 
‘limited basis’ 
ANKARA: United States missions
in Turkey have partially resumed
processing visa applications, the
embassy said yesterday, and a
Turkish government source said
Ankara could follow suit in the
first step to ease a diplomatic cri-
sis between the two allies. The
move, on the eve of a visit to
Washington by Turkish Prime
Minister Binali Yildirim, came
almost a month after US missions
in Turkey suspended all non-immi-
grant visa services following
Turkey’s arrest of a US consulate
employee.

Within hours of the US
announcement on Oct 8, Turkey
said it was implementing recipro-
cal measures and President Tayyip
Erdogan later angrily accused
Washington of sacrificing a long-
standing alliance with Ankara.
“The US Mission in Turkey has
resumed processing visas on a
limited basis,” the embassy said in
an email seen by Reuters yester-
day, adding that appointments
would be limited and could lead to
long waiting times.

A US embassy worker in
Ankara confirmed the decision to
Reuters. The lira firmed to 3.8356
at 1533 GMT, from 3.8708 before-
hand. “The decision came right

before PM Yildirim’s visit to the
US, showing that Turkey-US
agreed on a mutual solution
regarding the visa service crisis,”
Ozgur Altug, chief economist at
brokerage BGC Partners, said in a
note. The gains in the lira, which
was also boosted by central bank
measures on dollar liquidity earlier
yesterday, helped push Istanbul’s
main BIST stock index up 2.58
percent yesterday to close at a
record high of 114.165,67 points.

In May, a translator at the US
consulate in the southern province
of Adana was arrested and, more
recently, a Drug Enforcement
Administration (DEA) worker was
detained in Istanbul. Both are
accused of links to last year’ failed
coup. The US Embassy has said
the accusations are baseless.
Turkish police want to question a
third worker based in Istanbul. His
wife and daughter were detained
over alleged links to the network
of US-based cleric Fethullah
Gulen, blamed by Ankara for
orchestrating the abortive putsch.
They were later released.

Turkey has been angered by
what it sees as US reluctance to
hand over Gulen, who has lived in
Pennsylvania since 1999. US offi-
cials have said courts require suf-
ficient evidence to order his extra-
dition. Gulen denies any involve-
ment in the failed coup. Turkey has
also been enraged by
Washington’s support for the
Syrian Kurdish YPG militia in the
fight against Islamic State. Turkey
regards the YPG as an extension
of the outlawed Kurdistan
Workers Party (PKK). — Reuters

BONN: President of COP 22 Salaheddine Mezouar (from Morocco) talks to delegates during the opening of the COP 23 UN Climate Change Conference in
Bonn, Germany yesterday. —AP 

Almost 200
nations seek 

to bolster 
Paris agreement 

NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg (center) talks with Japan’s Rear
Admiral Hiroyuki Izumi (second left) and Captain Masashi Kondo (right) during
an inspection of the Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force’s destroyer Teruzuki at
Yokosuka Naval Base in Yokosuka. —AP 


