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By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: Nouf Expo, in collaboration with the
Central Agency for Information Technology (CAIT), is
holding the 5th E-Government Forum from Nov 5 to 7,
2017 at the Arraya Ballroom of the Courtyard Marriott
Hotel in Kuwait City.
The forum is focusing
on the digital transfor-
mation that government
agencies should under-
go to be able to achieve
the objective of the e-
government program set
by the government.

“ E - g o v e r n m e n t
reduces human mistakes
and decreases financial
and administrative
expenses. The govern-
ment should make all the services electronic, especially
after transferring many public institutions into the elec-
tronic mode,” said Minister of Commerce and Industry
and acting State Minister for Youth Affairs Khaled Al-

Roudhan during the opening ceremony on Sunday.
According to him, the number of applications for

founding companies has increased. “The number of proj-
ects has increased, in addition to the variety of licenses.
Recently, the Ministry of Commerce and Industry pro-
vided facilities to be able to accept more applications in

the coming period. More
services will be added to
the ministry’s website
soon,” Roudhan said.

Information and com-
munication technology is
one of the most important
tools of development, and
is currently booming.
“The slogan of this year’s
forum ‘Digital
Transformation’ express-
es change. We realize the
challenges and obstacles

facing those who work in this field in various public insti-
tutions. The Central Agency for Information Technology
is in charge of leading this transformation on the state
level connecting different bodies,” he pointed out.

“The leadership should enforce the application of the
e-government system. Furthermore, legal protection of
the transformation process should be applied by the
government, especially since it’s a complete change that
affects all state institutions. We look forward to improv-
ing public services of all institutions, which requires total
cooperation of these institutions as they are intercon-
nected,” stressed Roudhan. 

Changing journey
Qusai Al-Shatti, acting director general of CAIT, not-

ed that the slogan of this forum expresses the changing
journey that all institutions in both the public and private
sectors should embark on in digitalizing their operations.
“This is the only way to keep the institutions productive,
improving and growing. It is a path that affects all
departments, no matter what products or services they
provide,” he explained.

Yousef Al-Marzouq, Director General of Nouf Expo,
stated that Kuwait has the necessary human and financial
resources for the digital transformation. “International and
local technology companies will always provide experi-
ences and technologies to the government. Both individu-
als and companies aim to improve governmental services

to relieve the pressure on the institutions and make paper-
work faster anytime and anyplace,” he also said.     

Various local and international companies and institu-
tions are participating in this forum. EGOV5 will discuss
the basic characteristics of digital transformation, its
requirements, its success factors, and the pitfalls or risks
that need to be considered and mitigated along the way.
Various workshops are being held during the three days
of the forum.
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5th E-Government Forum underway

KUWAIT: Minister Khaled Al-Roudhan speaks during the
5th E-Government Forum. —Photo by Joseph Shagra

Nursing Association
decries hiring 200
expatriate nurses
By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: Kuwait Nursing Association (KNA) strongly
slammed the Ministry of Health (MoH) for recruiting 200
expatriate nurses from a local medical company, describ-
ing it as ‘a scandal’ and noting that MoH had never been
in a more chaotic situation. KNA added that MoH had
also violated its own decision issued on July 5, 2017 on
stopping the recruitment of non-Kuwaiti nurses from the
local market except for those who got their nursing
degree from Kuwait. “The ministry then locally recruited
200 expat nurses who do not hold Kuwaiti nursing
degrees,” KNA explained, expressing suspicions of
profiteering. KNA urged minister Jamal Al-Harbi and his
undersecretary to explain the matter, as they were the
ones who signed the contract. The association added it
will take all relevant documents to monitoring bodies. 

Insurance fees
A report by the State Audit Bureau said that MoH

had still not collected its share of health insurance

fees from insurance companies that are demanding a
payment of KD 22,259,964. The report added that
MoH had failed in forming special committees to
scrutinize the amount and claim it from insurance
companies for over nine years. The report said MoH
had contacted the finance ministry over two years
ago to provide the sums the company claims it
deserves. 

Another State Audit Bureau report about the fis-
cal 2016-2017 year budget said total revenues were
around KD 97.8 million, which is 128.5 percent more
that estimated and 38.7 percent more than those in
the fiscal year 2015-2016. The report also recom-
mended that various bodies should take more meas-
ures to increase their revenues through re-pricing
the services they provide according to these servic-
es’ real cost and finding new sources to increase
revenues. 

Moreover, the report explained that the revenues
of the Kuwait Central Bank, Kuwait Fund for Arab
Economic Development and the Ports Authority
increased in 2016-2017, and that their expenses had
dropped in the same period. 

Postal services 
A European and a Chinese company filed requests

to invest in Kuwait postal services, which made the
Kuwait Authority for Partnership Projects (KAPP)
coordinate with the Ministry of Utilities and Kuwait
Investment Authority to set a strategy to offer the

post sector to the KAPP. Informed sources noted that
foreign companies applying for the project have allo-
cated over KD 500 million to be invested in mail serv-
ices jointly with other local and regional companies. 

Farm workers
The Public Authority for Manpower issued an

administrative decision regulating agricultural, fish
and animal sector requirements. The decision also
defined the conditions needed to determine the num-
ber of farm workers needed for the winter, noting that
the number would be determined according to the
total farmed area, ie five farmers, a driver and a
laborer for plots less than 25,000 sq m; six farmers,
two drivers and two laborers for plots ranging from
25,000-50,000 sq m; eight farmers, two drivers and
two laborers for plots ranging from 50,000-100,000
sq m; 11 farmers, two drivers and two laborers for
plots sized 100-200,000 sq m and 14 farmers, four
laborers and three drivers for plots larger than
200,000 sq m. 

Separately, the manpower authority announced its
readiness to issue work permits for small projects,
said informed sources, noting that the authority is
currently wait ing for an agreement with the
Manpower and Government Restructuring Program
(MGRP) and the Ministry of Commerce and Industry
(MoCI) to set the measures needed to grant small
project entrepreneurs national labor support
allowances. 

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: The marine fire department at Kuwait Fire
Service Directorate (KFSD) held a joint sea exercise with
several other departments including the coastguards, heli-
copter department, public transportation, medical emergen-
cies, information ministry and customs department, Director
Lt Col Bader Al-Kadam said.

First aid
Ten officers and four civilians from various security sec-

tors participated in a first aid course where medical emer-
gency technician Abdallah Al-Haddad lectured on the respi-

ratory system, circulatory system, examining the injured, as
well as checking air passages, bleeding, wounds and burns.

Staff promotion
The Training Department at the Interior Ministry con-

cluded their sixth training course for promoting staff from
sergeant to senior sergeant of the third group, and the sec-
ond course for promoting staff from non-commissioned offi-
cer to first non-commissioned officer of the second group
for women police. Director General of the Training
Department Maj Gen Anwar Abdellatif Al-Barja welcomed
the participants and lauded all those who contributed to
preparing both courses. 

Fire Directorate holds joint sea exercise

10 MPs want 
panel to study 
regional risks
By B Izzak

KUWAIT: Ten lawmakers yesterday signed a motion
that calls to set up a three-member parliamentary
committee that would assess the preparedness of the
country’s various agencies and departments to face
fast-paced security and political developments. The
signatories represent various political trends in the
National Assembly indicating a consensus on the
objectives of the proposed panel which can be set up
only after the new Cabinet is formed to allow the
Assembly to resume meetings suspended after the
Cabinet resignation.

The request says the proposed panel will evaluate
if “the government and its establishments are pre-
pared to counter domestic and external security chal-
lenges” the country is facing. The panel should submit
its report to the National Assembly within two
months. The lawmakers cited the stern warning made
by HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah at
the opening of the new Assembly term on Oct 24 that
due attention must be paid to the security develop-
ments around the country.

It recalled that the Amir urged in his speech that
“we should not close our eyes even for a moment at
the fires raging around the country and the risks
endangering us” and the “catastrophes knocking our
doors”. According to the motion, the Amir also called
for shielding the country against sectarian disputes
and safeguarding its national unity. The motion said
that the formation of the committee should be consid-
ered a priority by the Assembly.

The lawmakers who signed the motion include
Mohammad Al-Dallal, Khaled Al-Shatti, Mubarak Al-
Harees, Ali Al-Deqbasi, Adel Al-Damkhi, Osama Al-
Shaheen, Yousef Al-Fadhalah, Rakan Al-Nasef, Jamaan
Al-Harbash and Talal Al-Jallal. Dallal urged all law-
makers to translate the Amir’s directives by helping to
strengthen the internal front and stand solidly behind
the Amir in his mediation efforts to resolve the Gulf
crisis over Qatar. The lawmaker said that the next
government should be a government of “crisis man-
agement” to be able to deal with the developments
around the country and should also include economic
experts.

Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem has invit-
ed MPs for an informal meeting today to convey a
message from the Amir over the delicate situation in
the region, which he said require more unity. In anoth-
er development, MP Majed Al-Mutairi yesterday
called for forming an investigation committee to
probe allegations that the assets of Kuwait dropped
from $592 billion in 2016 to $524 billion this year. He
said the probe should determine how the funds have
been lost and who is responsible for this.


