
KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh
Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah was guest of
honor yesterday at the grand official opening cere-
mony of Four Seasons Hotel Kuwait at Burj Alshaya,
the leading luxury hospitality company’s first
address in Kuwait.  

Representing Four Seasons and wel-
coming His Highness to the hotel were Four
Seasons executives Isadore Sharp, Founder
and Chairman, and J Allen Smith, President
and CEO.   Offering his welcome, as repre-
sentative of the Alshaya family, was
Mohammed Alshaya, Executive Chairman of
the Alshaya Group of companies, who own
the property. “We are honored to welcome
His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh
Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah to
the grand opening celebrations of Four
Seasons Hotel Kuwait at Burj Alshaya, and
extend our deepest gratitude for his gra-
cious presence,” said Smith.

“The significance of the opening of Four
Seasons Hotel Kuwait at Burj Alshaya goes beyond
our commitment to expanding our presence in the
Middle East region. This magnificent property is a
special celebration of the close relationship we

share with our guests in the region who have come
to deeply appreciate the Four Seasons experience
for its personalized service, attention to detail and
warm and welcoming care. We are humbled by the
initial response to this property, which holds an
important place in our growth story in the region,”

added Smith. Speaking on behalf of the Alshaya
family, Mohammed Alshaya thanked His Highness,
the Prime Minister and the government of Kuwait
for its support throughout the planning, building and

pre-opening of the hotel and expressed his grati-
tude for the presence of His Highness and senior
government representatives at the opening.    

Reflecting on the contribution of Four Seasons
Kuwait at Burj Alshaya to Kuwait’s economy,
Alshaya commented: “World-class infrastructure

and hospitality is the mark of a progressive
city and we are delighted to support
Kuwait’s 2035 Vision through our invest-
ment in this iconic development which
reflects Alshaya’s commitment to Kuwait
and to the growth of a vibrant private sec-
tor. This iconic hotel is a wonderful new
addition to Kuwait’s hospitality offer and
has redefined modern luxury.”

As the capital’s stylish new centerpiece,
Four Seasons Hotel Kuwait at Burj Alshaya
is a desirable destination for dining, enter-
tainment and relaxation for both business
and leisure travellers as well as local guests.
Visitors to the Hotel will experience leg-
endary Four Seasons service across the

Hotel’s collection of 217 well-appointed guest
rooms, 67 lavish suites as well as five exquisite
restaurants that combine culinary influences from
international trends with local tastes and traditions.
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KUWAIT: The Palestine Culture Center inaugu-
rated yesterday the 47th Palestinian Heritage
Exhibition at the Women Cultural and Social
Society in Khaldiya. The four-day event is
organized in cooperation with the ‘Kuwaitis for
Jerusalem’ initiative under the auspices of the
National Council For Culture, Arts and Letters
(NCCAL). 

On the sideline of the exhibition, Palestinian
Ambassador to Kuwait Rami Tahboub said that
the Palestinian Heritage Center Exhibition is tak-

ing place as part of the ‘Palestinian Week’ activi-
ties held under supervision of the secretariat
general of NCCAL. 

“This year’s exhibition is special as it over-
laps with the ‘Palestinian Week’ during which an
international conference on the suffering of
Palestinian children from Israeli’s occupation will
be held under the patronage of His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah and in the presence of Palestinian
President Mahmoud Abbas,” Tahboub said. He
added that the exhibition reflects the Palestinian
heritage and the renewed relationship between

Palestine and Kuwait through the adoption of the
secretariat general of NCCAL for the Palestinian
events.

The show includes a large collection of tex-
tile-based traditional handmade cross-stitch as
well as Hebron pottery, posters and books about
Palestine in both English and Arabic. It aspires to
reaffirm the Palestinian national identity by its
handicrafts and support education and families.

The Palestinian Culture Center is a non-profit
organization that was established in Jordan in
1993. It aims to preserve the rich heritage and
culture of Palestine, help empower women and
their families in the refugee camps become eco-
nomically independent, and sustain needy
Palestinians in their homeland and in the
Diaspora. This year was an active year for the
center due to the effects of the global financial
crisis which placed a further strain on the poor.
Furthermore, the violent and aggressive Israeli
military onslaught on Gaza, Jerusalem and the
rest of occupied Palestine, have made the situa-
tion in Palestine dire, and the need for aid more
urgent. As a result, the center has worked to
increase the salaries of the 550 or so women
who do the embroidery work as well as pay for
their transportation (from the camps). We moti-
vate the ladies by granting bonuses for excellent
quality work. We also provide support to
Palestinians in the homeland by providing finan-
cial aid to needy families, health care, and uni-
versity scholarships.

Some of the center’s accomplishments
included support of some of the vital institutes
such as Al-Maqased hospital in Jerusalem which
was established in 1968 with substantial financ-
ing of the Water Desalination Project in Gaza for
producing potable water and assisting Gaza
area hospitals that were bombarded by Israel,
such as Al-Shefa Hospital, to produce and store
oxgen for medical purposes.

The exhibition showcases traditional cross-
stitch embroidery of dresses, linens, shawls,
cushions, table runners, cards, frames, coasters,
belts, purses, bookmarks and more. It also
includes a wider selection of handmade with
various colorful ceramics from Hebron.
Furthermore, it introduces new attraction of
Palestinian art work by talented artists from
Gaza and other areas (oil, acrylic and collage
paintings and etchings). 

Also, contains a comprehensive information
section featuring new books as well as posters
on current and historical events, and DVDs as
well as posters from Palestine, in addition to a
food sale of traditional Palestinian food such as
thyme, sumaq, baked goods and other traditional
plates. A Palestinian folklore ‘Dabkah’ will be
performed on Thursday at 6:00 pm.

Palestinian embroidery using needle and silk
thread is a manifestation of the Palestinian iden-
tity as it has evolved over the ages. An age old
art, all Palestinian ladies, young and old, would
spend hours embroidering their trousseau,
dresses, shawls and cushions. Using geometric
shapes at first, and then evolving to depicting
images from nature surrounding them, the dress-
es are famous for the flowery designs and bold
natural colors of indigo and red. Symbols of the
ubiquitous cypress trees surrounding the orange
groves, roses, jasmine and the famous olive tree
are typical motifs in these dresses.

The proceeds of this exhibition will be used
to support the rebuilding and renovation of
schools in Jerusalem as they are under the threat
of closure and withdrawal of funds by the occu-
pying Israeli government unless an Israeli cur-
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