
DUBAI: The opening this week of the glitter-
ing Louvre Abu Dhabi museum marks the latest
stage in a multi-billion-dollar “soft power”
showdown between energy giants Qatar and
the United Arab Emirates. Culture, media and
sports have turned into battlegrounds for
branding and global recognition. “There is cer-
tainly competition there for soft power hege-
mony between the Gulf monarchies,” said
Andreas Krieg, assistant professor at King’s
College London, with the Gulf states vying for
investments, tourism and branding.

Dubai, the economic capital of the Emirates
although not a player in oil production, is ahead
of its rivals in the post-hydrocarbon era, having
already established itself as a trading, services
and tourism hub. The Louvre Abu Dhabi open-
ing Wednesday is the first of three international
museum launches in the Emirati capital, to be

followed by the Guggenheim Abu Dhabi,
designed by Frank Gehry, and a Norman
Foster-designed Zayed National Museum.

The UAE, whose political capital is oil-rich
Abu Dhabi, covers the size of Scotland with a
10-million population, of whom 12 percent are

Emirati nationals. It is the fourth largest
OPEC producer with proven reserves of 98
billion barrels. A third of the size of Belgium,
Qatar has 2.6 million inhabitants, 13 percent
of them nationals. 
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SUTHERLAND SPRINGS, Texas: US President
Donald Trump said the United States was living in
“dark times” as it grieved yesterday a shooting mas-
sacre at a Texas church, but with calls for stricter gun
control reinvigorated, he insisted the latest tragedy
“isn’t a guns situation”. Sunday’s carnage, which came
just five weeks after the worst gun massacre in modern
US history, saw a gunman wearing a bulletproof vest
use an assault rifle to open fire on the congregation of a
small-town Texas church, killing 26 people and wound-
ing 20 more.

“I think that mental health is your problem here,”
Trump told journalists when asked if gun control could
reduce the rampant firearms violence plaguing the US.
Speaking in Tokyo as part of his Asia tour, the US presi-
dent dubbed the gunman “deranged” and said the most
recent mass shooting to hit the US “isn’t a guns situation”.

The victims, who ranged in age from five to 72, were
gunned down at First Baptist Church in Sutherland
Springs, a rural community of some 400 people 50 km
southeast of San Antonio. The gunman, widely identi-

fied as Devin Kelley, 26, was described by authorities as
a young white male who was found dead in his vehicle
after being confronted by a local resident. The Air
Force said Kelley served at a base in New Mexico
starting in 2010 before being court-martialed in 2012
on charges of assaulting his wife and child. He was sen-
tenced to 12 months in confinement and received a “bad
conduct” discharge, Air Force spokeswoman Ann
Stefanek told AFP. He was discharged in 2014.

Kelley had sent threatening text messages to his in-
laws who sometimes attended the house of worship
before launching the latest US mass shooting, officials
said yesterday. “This was not racially motivated, it was-
n’t over religious beliefs. There was a domestic situation
going on within the family and the in-laws,” Freeman
Martin, a spokesman for the Texas Department of

Public Safety, told reporters. “The mother-in-law
attended the church. We know he sent threatening ...
that she had received threatening text messages from
him.” Wilson County Sheriff Joe Tackitt said in an inter-
view that the family members had not been present at
the time of Kelley’s attack “I heard that (the in-laws)
attended church from time to time,” Tackitt said. “Not
on a regular basis.”

Dressed all in black, Kelley fired outside the church
before entering the building and continuing to spray
bullets, Martin said. “As he exited the church, a local
resident grabbed his rifle and engaged that suspect.
The suspect dropped his rifle, which was a Ruger AR
assault-type rifle, and fled from the church. Our local
citizen pursued the suspect at that time,” Martin said.
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Qatar buys stake in Cathay 

DOHA: Qatar Airways has bought a stake in Cathay
Pacific, it announced yesterday, giving the Doha-
based airline a toehold in the potentially lucrative
Asian aviation market. The state-owned Gulf carrier
said it had acquired a 9.6 percent stake in Cathay,
which would make it the third largest shareholder in
the Hong Kong airline. Bloomberg News said the
deal was worth $662 million. Qatar Airways group
chief executive Akbar Al-Baker said in a company
statement that Cathay was “one of the strongest air-
lines in the world”, adding it had “massive potential”.
Corrine Png of Singapore-based research firm
Crucial Perspective described the acquisition as a
“trophy win” for Qatar Airways but not without
potential obstacles.

News in brief
Erdogan to visit Kuwait 

ANKARA: Turkish President Tayyip Erdogan will
visit Russia’s Sochi on Nov 13, followed by a visit to
Kuwait the following day, his office said yesterday.
The visit to Sochi comes amid reports of potential
sticking points in Turkey’s planned purchase of a
Russian S-400 surface-to-air missile system, and
Turkish objections to the attendance of Syrian
Kurdish groups to a Russian-sponsored Syrian
peace congress scheduled for Nov 18. 

DUBAI: Saudi Arabia and Iran traded fierce accusations
over Yemen yesterday, with Riyadh saying a rebel missile
attack “may amount to an act of war” and Tehran accus-
ing its rival of war crimes. Tensions have been rising
between Saudi Arabia and Iran, which are opposed in
disputes and conflicts across the Middle East from
Yemen and Syria to Qatar and Lebanon. Yesterday, a
Saudi-led military coalition battling Tehran-backed
rebels in Yemen said it reserved the “right to respond” to
the missile attack on Riyadh at the weekend, calling it a
“blatant military aggression by the Iranian regime which
may amount to an act of war”.

Saudi Foreign Minister Adel Al-Jubeir also warned
Tehran. “Iranian interventions in the region are detrimen-
tal to the security of neighboring countries and affect
international peace and security. We will not allow any
infringement on our national security,” Jubeir tweeted.
Iran’s Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif issued
dismissive tweets over the kingdom of Saudi Arabia in
response. “KSA is engaged in wars of aggression,
regional bullying, destabilising behaviour & risky provo-
cations. It blames Iran for the consequences,” he wrote.

Saudi forces on Saturday intercepted and destroyed
the ballistic missile near Riyadh’s international airport
after it was reportedly fired by Shiite Houthi rebels
from Yemen. It was the first attempted missile strike by
the rebels to reach Riyadh and threaten air traffic,
underscoring the growing threat posed by the conflict
on Saudi Arabia’s southern border.

The coalition yesterday sealed off air, sea and land
borders in Yemen, where it has been battling rebels in
support of President Abedrabbo Mansour Hadi’s inter-
nationally recognized government since 2015. “The

New Economy and Planning Minister Mohammad Al-Tuwaijri (right) and the new National Guard chief Prince Khalid
bin Ayyaf Al-Muqrin (left) pose for a photo with King Salman during a swearing-in ceremony yesterday. — AP 

RIYADH: Saudi King Salman meets outgoing Lebanese
Prime Minister Saad Hariri yesterday.  — AFP 

Coalition Forces Command decided to temporarily
close all Yemeni air, sea and land ports,” the coalition
said in a statement on the Saudi state news agency
SPA. It added that aid workers and humanitarian sup-
plies would continue to be able to access and exit
Yemen. The United Nations, however, said it was not
given approval for two scheduled humanitarian flights
yesterday and was seeking clarification on the coali-
tion’s announcement.

An Iranian foreign ministry statement quoted
spokesman Bahram Ghassemi as saying the accusations
by the coalition were “unjust, irresponsible, destructive
and provocative”. Ghassemi said the missile was fired
by the Houthis in response “to war crimes and several
years of aggression by the Saudis”. The missile attack,
he said, was “an independent action in response to this
aggression,” and Iran had nothing to do with it.

Analysts said it was unclear how far Saudi Arabia

would be willing to go in the escalating confrontation.
Analyst Randa Slim of the Middle East Institute said it
was unclear whether the Saudi leadership had “thought
through an escalation of the scale they’re hinting at”.
Compounding concerns of an escalation, she said, is
that US President Donald Trump’s administration has
also taken a hard line against Iran “and may not send a
deterrent message to Saudi”.
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Texas massacre 
revives gun debate, 
Trump blames 
‘mental health’

SUTHERLAND SPRINGS, Texas: State troopers guard the entrance to the First Baptist
Church (back) yesterday after a mass shooting that killed 26 people on Sunday. — AFPDevin Kelley

DUBAI: This file computer-generated handout image shows architect Santiago
Calatrava’s design for the UAE Pavilion for Dubai World Expo 2020. — AFP (See Page 32)

UAE, Qatar stake 
billions in ‘soft 
power’ showdown

LONDON: US Commerce Secretary
Wilbur Ross has denied wrongdoing
over business ties to a shipping firm
linked to Vladimir  Putin’s inner circle,
detailed in a vast leak of financial docu-
ments that also revealed Britain’s Queen
Elizabeth II’s investments in tax havens.
The documents also suggested that
Canadian Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau’s top fundraiser and senior
advisor Stephen Bronfman, heir to the
Seagram fortune, moved some $60 mil-
lion to offshore tax havens with ex-sena-
tor Leo Kolber.

The findings have emerged as part of
the Paradise Papers released by the US-

based International Consortium of
Investigative Journalists (ICIJ), which
was behind the Panama Papers made
public last year. Ross yesterday denied
wrongdoing and there is no suggestion
that he, Bronfman or the queen’s private
estate acted illegally. But Ross’ ties to
Russian entities raise questions over
potential conflicts of interest, and
whether they undermine Washington’s
sanctions on Moscow.

Ross holds a 31 percent stake in
Navigator Holdings through a complex
web of offshore investments detailed in
the documents examined by nearly 100
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