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Gulf University for Science and
Technology (GUST)
announced that Dr Fahed Al-

Sumait, Head of the Mass
Communication and Media
Department at GUST, has been
granted the 2018 Short-Term
Visiting Research Fellowship from
the London School of Economics
(LSE).  The annual fellowship is an
open competition to all GCC nation-
als with a PhD in a field of study rel-
evant to the Kuwait Program goals,
as set by LSE and the Kuwait
Foundation for the Advancement of
Sciences (KFAS).

For his project, Sumait is partici-
pating in a global project run jointly
through the LSE and Oxford
University’s Internet Institute which
aims to improve the measures and
models for evaluating people’s use of
digital media technologies. More
specifically, his research will look at
the relationship between people’s
demographic characteristics like age,

income, education, nationality, and
location; as well as the kinds of ben-
efits they get or fail to get from using
digital media. The concept behind
the research is to help communities
to move beyond traditional concerns
about the “digital divide”, which
assume that economics and access
are the best predictors of people’s
digital benefits.  As such, Kuwait will
be one of several countries in which
this research is conducted, and there
will be a number of unique circum-
stances to explore such as high per-
capita income (11th worldwide),
large and highly transient expatriate
community (approximately 70 per-
cent), and young population (40
percent under 24 years of age); all of
which result in considerable linguis-
tic, cultural, educational, and eco-
nomic diversity.

Sumait’s research will fit a number
of goals set by the Kuwait Program,
which aims to establish collaborative
research partnerships between LSE

and Kuwait universities, in order to
generate high quality research on
the challenges facing the country,
expand Kuwaiti expertise on these
challenges, conduct time-sensitive,
and policy-relevant research which
will serve as the platform for
informed-policymaking in the coun-
try and the wider GCC.

While the fellowship is restricted
to a three-month summer period in
which to draft the research reports,
the preparation preceding the
appointment involves a full year of
adapting the project tools to Kuwait.
In the academic year following the
fellowship appointment, Sumait and
his team will conduct the national-
level assessments on digital media
use and their outcomes in Kuwait.
The findings of the research will be
made public for policymakers, aca-
demics, and other interested parties. 

Sumait said, “We will spend the
next year conducting cognitive
interviews with selected respon-

dents to determine the applicability
and understanding of the question-
naire, and to collect qualitative data
showing cultural specificities of
engagement with digital media.
Following the cognitive interviews
and any resultant adaptations, the
measures will then be discussed in a
series of focus groups, each of which
is constructed to represent particu-
lar audiences targeted by the

national-level administration. The
resultant instrument from all of this
testing will be further pilot tested in
two different survey waves prior to
the end of the 2017-2018 AY. During
the following academic year
(AY2018-2019), we will focus on dis-
tributing the customized measure-
ment tools nation-wide for the full-
scale research.”

The research conducted will be
crucial to drafting laws and policies
on digital media use, as there is a
dire shortage of reliable data about
its use, habits, and outcomes in
Kuwait. This will help fill that imme-
diate gap, and will give policymak-
ers and leaders a clearer picture of
how digital outcomes manifest dif-
ferently for different members of
society.  The findings can also be
used for social engagement, entre-
preneurship, and as marketing
intelligence.

Since its establishment in 2007,
the Kuwait Program has become a

world-leading hub for research and
expertise on Kuwait and the wider
GCC region.  It is fully funded by
KFAS, and is headed by Professor
Toby Dodge, an internationally
renowned professor. What’s also
important to note, is that previous
awardees have also hailed from
GUST, and include Associate
Professor Dr Mariam Alkazemi, also
from the Mass Communication and
Media Department. 

Sumait is an active member of
the GUST community, and is cur-
rently engaged in a number of oth-
er high profile research projects,
which include, investigating the
role of Western-style higher edu-
cation in the GCC on students, and
has previously worked on the
World Information Access Project
in the US, UK, and Egypt. Sumait
has also published papers, edited
books and book chapters explor-
ing various aspects of the media’s
social implications.

GUST professor awarded 2018 Research Fellowship
by London School of Economics and Political Science

Dr Fahed Al-Sumait to conduct research on digital media usage in Kuwait

Dr Fahed Al-Sumait

The Holiday Inn Kuwait - Salmiya Hotel announces
the appointment of Tarek Honein, the new
Director of Sales and Marketing. In his new role,

Tarek’s core responsibilities will include maximizing
hotel’s revenues through implementing smart sales and
marketing strategies and exploring business opportuni-
ties through a deep market intelligent approach.

A result oriented professional, brings a wealth of
experience to this position with a career spanning over
10 years in the hospitality experience and extensive
knowledge of the Rooms and MICE sales and market-
ing in the GCC along to an advanced exposure to the
sustainable tourism best practices in Sweden.

Prior to starting at the Holiday Inn, he worked as the
Cluster Marketing and communications manager for the
Carlson Rezidor Hotels Group in Saudi Arabia. Other
experiences include Director of Sales and Marketing
for the Park Inn by Radisson Al-Khobar and Assistant
Director of Sales for the InterContinental Hotels Group
in Khobar and Bahrain.

He received a degree in Political Science and
International relations from the Lebanese University in
2003 and later he pursued his studies and earned his
two Master degrees in Political science; Leadership and
strategy from La Sagesse University in 2005 and the

second in Tourism Studies from the Mid Sweden
University in 2017. ‘’Tarek is an excellent addition to
the team; his experience and expertise make him the
perfect fit for the job. With his insight we’re in a solid
position to strengthen our existing relationships and
continuous development of Holiday Inn -Salmiya
strategies in the market, “ said Monjed Salha, General
Manager of the hotel. Tarek expressed his delight to be
back to the InterContinental Hotels Group, Especially
at this well-reputed property in Kuwait.

Holiday Inn Salmiya
appoints new director
of sales and marketing

The secretariat general of the National Council
For Culture, arts and Letters in cooperation with
‘Kuwaitis for Jerusalem Committee’ invites you

to the opening ceremony of the Palestinian Cultural
Week and Palestinian Heritage Center Exhibition. The
event opens today, November 6, 2017, at the Women’s
Cultural and Social Society Hall in Al-Khaldiya, at
10:00 am. The event’s schedule is as follows:

Monday, November 6, 2017:  Opening ceremony at
10:00 am, followed by the opening of the Palestinian
Heritage Center Exhibition, which opens to the public
every day until November 9 in two periods (10:00 am
- 1:30 pm and 4:30 pm - 8:30 pm) at the Women’s
Cultural and Social Society Hall. At 6:00 pm, the
Kuwait National Library hosts a three dimensional
show of Al-Aqsa mosque, presented by Dr Abdallah
Maarouf.

Tuesday, November 7, 2017:  The Palestinian her-
itage musical ‘Zaman Koral band,’ starting from
8:00pm at Abdelhussein Abdelreda Theater in Salmiya.

Wednesday, November 8, 2017: The Kuwait
National Library hosts the ‘We Were And We Still Are’
initiative by researcher Tareq Al-Bakri, at 6:00 pm.

Thursday, November 9, 2017: The closing ceremony,
plus a concert by Dalal Abu Amina and her band, start-
ing from 8:00 pm at Abdelhussein Abdelreda Theater
in Salmiya.

Tarek Honein

Under the patronage of Sheikh Mohammad Al-
Abdulla Al-Sabah, ‘Mirrors’ platform for creativi-
ty was launched on Saturday at The Hub Gallery.

Bringing together creative ambassadors from through-
out the region, to showcase their translation of the
theme ‘connecting truth and integrity through art;’ this
two-day event will feature an exhibit and lectures given
by a large number of participants, some who have own
all the way to Kuwait to participate. 

Utilizing their own chosen form of media, these cre-
ative minds will help translate the importance of con-
necting diversity and making it relevant to everyone,
illustrating that although the world is full of varied per-
ceptions formed by cultural, religious and social pres-
sures, people can still attend pertinent lessons and feel
connected through art, design and other forms of
expression. 

Ebrahim Al-Qassab, Managing Parter at The Hub
expressed his pleasure at hosting and supporting the
event and its ambassadors, stating “The Hub’s family
aims to transmit important messages to society by
supporting artists and creative minds who are them-

selves dedicated to living a life of truth and integri-
ty”, he also stated “it is important to empower socie-
ty by enriching dialogue, and promoting diversity of
thinking, with the sole aim of highlighting the truth
that runs through all of us”. 

The sixteen Creative Ambassadors are Abdulla Al-
Awadhi, Ahmad Al-Ghanim, Amira Behbehani, Dr Anas
Al-Omeim, Faisal Al-Beshir, Faisal Dashti, Faisal Al-
Duwaisan, Faika Al-Hassan, Hamza Bounoua, Sheikha
Marwa Al-Khalifa, Mehdi Darvishi, Nadaalawi, Pooya
Aryanpour, Samira Alikhanzadeh, Talal Hamadah and
Zaman Jassim, hailing from Kuwait, Bahrain, Saudi
Arabia, Iran and Algeria. The Hub Gallery is a culture for
art and creativity that empowers and celebrates cultural
development by hosting and arranging artistic events of
elite artworks created by local and international artists
which contribute to positive change in society.

The Hub presents
‘Mirrors’, a platform
for creativity

Palestinian Cultural
Week underway

All India Cultural Association (AICA) Kuwait,
presented International Mushaira “Ba yaad-e-
Khumar” on October 27, 2017 in a jam-

packed Jabriya Medical Association hall. This event
was dedicated to “Khumar Barabankvi”
and the family was represented by his
grandson, Faiz Khumar. He enthralled
the audience by reciting Khumar’s
famous ghazals in his unique style. Rich
tributes were also paid to Sir Syed
Ahmad Khan on his Bicentenary for his
contribution towards education and
Urdu.

Besides Munawwar Rana, who was
the star attraction of the evening, each
and every poet presented the best of
their literary work. The packed crowd
enjoyed the brilliant performances with
a thunderous applause. Charan Singh Bashar
received standing ovation for his brilliant poetry. The
audience were glued to their seats till wee hours in
the morning even after a marathon 7 hours in contin-
uation. This itself is a manifestation of the event’s
success.

The evening started with Kuwait and India’s
national anthem as per AICA tradition. This was fol-
lowed by lamp lighting by Anup Singh, the Embassy
Representative with the AICA team, brief introduc-
tion by Mujeeb Akhtar and brief addresses by Anup

Singh and Sanjay Saxena, the AICA President. 
This occasion was marked by a book release by

Munawwar Rana authored by Dr Tariq Qamar, an
eminent poet and executive producer of ETV Urdu.
The book titled “Ganga Jamuna ke sahilon per” is the
author’s seventh literary creation. AICA Souvenir was
released by Mohammad Aamir, Mushaira Convener
who presented them to all guest shairs and other
prominent guests. Mohammad Aamir along with
Sharif Rangrez, Goldie Chadha and Hasan Iqbal gave
away mementos to all guest shairs and also to event

media partners AAM pictures and Singh
Media.

Mushaira was formally presided by
the much celebrated shair Munawwar
Rana and hosted by Wasif Farooqi. The
evening witnessed intense and exalted
performances by Faiz Khumar, Salman
Zafar, Munawwar Jafri, Irfan Jafri,
Mahshar Afridi, Charan Singh Bashar,
Rajesh Reddy, Khursheed Haider,
Shabeena Adeeb, Azm Shakri, Shakeel
Azmi ,Juahar Kanpuri, Azhar Inayti and
Munawwar Rana.

The evening concluded at a high note after
Munawwar Rana choked on his voice while reciting
some of his beautiful compositions. Mohammad
Aamir acknowledged the ingenious audience for
their presence and expressed his gratitude for mak-
ing this event a special one.

This signature event of the highest literary value
has added another feather in AICA’s cap. 

AICA thanks all partners, volunteers, performers
and the guests for this successful event. 

Keep tuned for more AICA events in the future...

Ba Yaad-e-Khumar - Int’l
Mushaira 2017: A tribute
to ‘Khumar Barabankvi’


