
ST PAUL: Artem Anisimov scored a power-play goal with
5:42 left in the third period, and the Chicago Blackhawks
beat the Minnesota Wild 2-0 on Saturday. Corey Crawford
made 24 saves for his second straight shutout as the
Blackhawks won their second straight after three straight
losses. Devan Dubnyk stopped 33 shots for Minnesota.
With Minnesota’s Luke Kunin serving a double-minor for
high-sticking, Duncan Keith’s shot from just inside the blue
line was deflected in front by Anisimov just past the
halfway point of the man advantage. Alex DeBrincat added
an empty-net goal for the second straight game.

AVALANCHE 5, FLYERS 4
Mikko Rantanen scored the winner in the shootout, and

the Avalanche kicked off a lengthy road trip with their third
straight victory. In the third round, Rantanen made a nifty
move and fired a shot past the sprawled-out Michal
Neuvirth. Semyon Varlamov stopped 33 shots for Colorado,
three on point-blank shots in overtime. The Flyers scored
twice and the Avalanche once in a frantic 2:04 stretch early
in the third period that ended with Philadelphia tying it at 4
on Dale Weise’s goal at 6:37.

CANADIENS 5, JETS 4, OT
Max Pacioretty scored a

power-play goal at 3:07 of
overtime, lifting Montreal to
the win. Jets defenseman
Tyler Myers cross-checked
Canadiens forward Alex
Galchenyuk at 1:54 to give
the Habs the man advan-
tage. Some mishandling of
the puck by the Jets behind
the net led to Pacioretty’s
fifth of the season from in
close on goalie Connor
Hellebuyck. Pacioretty also
had two assists. The
Canadiens peppered
Hellebuyck with 50 shots. He made 45 saves as Winnipeg’s
winning streak ended at three games. Al Montoya started in
goal for the injured Carey Price and stopped 19 shots.

SHARKS 2, DUCKS 1
Joonas Donskoi scored the deciding goal in the sixth

round of the shootout and San Jose rallied for their season-
high fourth straight win, beating Anaheim. Joel Ward tied
the game midway through the third, setting the stage for
the shootout that kept the Sharks perfect through three
games of this homestand. Martin Jones made 25 saves to
win for the seventh time in eight starts. Corey Perry scored
to highlight his 900th career game but it wasn’t enough to
prevent the Ducks from losing their third straight game.
Ryan Miller made 44 saves, but couldn’t stop Donskoi’s
nifty stickhandling move in the shootout. Jones then sealed
the game when he stopped Brandon Montour.

PREDATORS 4, KINGS 3, OT
Viktor Arvidsson scored on a breakaway at 4:40 of

overtime, lifting Nashville to the road win. Miikka Salomaki,
P.K. Subban and Craig Smith also scored for Nashville, and
Juuse Saros made 36 stops for his first victory in four
starts. Los Angeles forced overtime with three goals in the
third period. Alex Iafallo, Christian Folin and Alec Martinez
scored, and Darcy Kuemper finished with 27 saves. 

CANUCKS 4, PENGUINS 2
Rookie Brock Boeser had three goals and an assist,

powering Vancouver to the win. It was Boeser’s first career
hat trick. Bo Horvat had a goal and three assists for
Vancouver, and Sven Baertschi also had three assists. Jacob
Markstrom made 37 saves as the Canucks snapped a two-
game slide where they scored just one combined goal in

consecutive home losses. Jake Guentzel and Greg McKegg
scored for Pittsburgh, and Matt Murray made 17 stops.

BLUES 6, MAPLE LEAFS 4
Alex Pietrangelo scored twice for St. Louis, and Brayden

Schenn had four assists. Vladimir Tarasenko, Joel Edmundson,
Magnus Paajarvi and Vladimir Sobotka also scored for the
Blues, who improved to 6-1 at home. Jake Allen had 26 saves.
Edmundson and Pietrangelo gave St. Louis a league-best 17
goals from defensemen this season. Pietrangelo’s 15 points
leads all NHL defensemen. Tyler Bozak scored twice, Andreas
Borgman had a goal and an assist and Connor Brown also
scored for the Maple Leafs, who lost for the fifth time in six
games. Frederik Andersen made 27 saves.

LIGHTNING 5, BLUE JACKETS 4, SO
Steven Stamkos had a power-play goal in regulation and

the lone goal during the shootout, helping Tampa Bay to
the win. Stamkos is 9 for 38 in the shootout over his career.
Brayden Point, Nikita Kucherov and Yanni Gourde also
scored for the Lightning. Andrei Vasilevskiy made 30 saves.
Columbus got goals from Seth Jones, Zach Werenski,
Markus Hannikainen and Brandon Dubinsky, and Sergei
Bobrovsky stopped 32 shots.

CAPITALS 3, BRUINS 2
Tom Wilson posted his

first two goals of the sea-
son, Alex Ovechkin also
scored and Washington
continued its recent suc-
cess against Boston. The
Capitals have won the last
10 meetings against the
Bruins, including two in
overtime. Braden Holtby
made 31 saves while
improving to 12-2 against
Boston for his career. David
Pastrnak scored both goals

for the Bruins, who had collected at least a point in their last
six games, going 3-0-3. Tuukka Rask stopped 24 shots.

RANGERS 5, PANTHERS 4
Kevin Shattenkirk scored twice for New York, including

the winner in overtime. Rick Nash, Michael Grabner and
Nick Holden also scored for the Rangers, who won their
third straight. Henrik Lundqvist stopped 30 shots. Colton
Sceviour scored two goals for the Panthers. Vincent
Trocheck and Keith Yandle also scored, and Roberto
Luongo made 39 saves in his first game since he injured a
hand against Pittsburgh on Oct 20. Florida dropped its
fourth consecutive game. Shattenkirk fired a shot from the
right side that beat Luongo 1:08 into overtime.

GOLDEN KNIGHTS 5, SENATORS 4
Maxime Lagace made 24 saves for his first NHL victory,

and the Golden Knights got three power-play goals.
Expansion Vegas snapped a three-game slide and
improved to 9-4-0. Erik Haula had two goals and an assist,
and Alex Tuch, William Karlsson and Jonathan
Marchessault also scored. The 24-year-old Lagace lost his
first three games with the Golden Knights. He was 2-2-0 in
four games this season for the Chicago Wolves in the
American Hockey League. Mark Stone, Alex Burrows, Ryan
Dzingel and Erik Karlsson scored for Ottawa, and Craig
Anderson stopped 29 shots.

COYOTES 2, HURRICANES 1, SO
Rookie Clayton Keller scored in regulation and the

shootout, leading lowly Arizona to its first home win. Antti
Raanta had 36 saves in Arizona’s second win of the season.
Derek Stepan also scored in the shootout, and Raanta
stopped Derek Ryan’s attempt to end the game. The

Hurricanes tied it at 1 with 2:25 to play in the third period
when Jordan Staal scored off a pass from Sebastian Aho.
Scott Darling had 23 saves for Carolina, which dropped to
1-4-2 in its last seven games.

STARS 5, SABRES 1
Tyler Seguin scored his fifth power-play goal of the sea-

son in Dallas’ four-goal first period. Seguin’s goal on a slap

shot from the left faceoff circle made it 4-0 just 12:51 into
the game. Remi Elie, Radek Faksa and Stephen Johns also
scored in the first, and Antoine Roussel  added a second-
period goal. Johns’ goal chased goaltender Robin Lehner at
10:27. Kari Lehtonen had 27 saves to win his second
straight start. Ryan O’Reilly broke up Lehtonen’s shutout
bid by winning a faceoff and sending a shot between the
goalie’s legs late in the second. — AP
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SYDNEY:  Watson Boas scored two minutes from
full time to clinch Papua New Guinea’s 14-6 win over
Ireland at the Rugby League World Cup yesterday,
likely propelling the Kumuls into the quarterfinals
with co-hosts Australia and New Zealand.

Papua New Guinea held a two-point lead for 52
minutes before Boas pounced on a dropped pass in
the Ireland backline, kicked through and won the
race to the ball to score. The win kept Papua New
Guinea unbeaten after two rounds and atop Group
C from which only one team will progress to the
playoffs, likely to face England in the quarterfinals.

Italy and Fiji kept their playoff hopes alive with
emphatic wins in Group D and will meet on Friday to
decide which team progresses from that group. The
Italians have a 1-1 record after their 42-6 win over
the United States while Fiji are unbeaten after a
record 72-6 win over hapless Wales. Wales was
beaten 50-4 by Papua New Guinea in its opening
match. Fiji scored eight tries to lead 42-6 at halftime
and another six in the second half. Suliasi Vunivalu
touched down three times and Taane Milne and
Viliame Kikau scored twice.

Milne was man of the match with three line
breaks and six off loads but NRL star Jarryd Hayne
was also influential, scoring the first try of the sec-
ond half and creating several others. Fiji ripped
apart the Wales defense with 15 line breaks and 18
offloads. “Our forwards really stepped up and made
it easy for the boys out wide,” said Milne who was
named man of the match. “We’ve still got a bit to
work on but we’ll focus on Italy now.”—AP

PNG, Italy, Fiji 
win at Rugby 
League World Cup

NHL results/standings

Western Conference
Central Division

W L OTL GF GA PTS  
St. Louis 11 3 1 50 36 23   
Winnipeg 7 3 3 42 39 17   
Colorado 8 5 0 44 41 16   
Dallas 8 6 0 41 39 16   
Nashville 7 5 2 37 41 16   
Chicago 7 5 2 43 34 16   
Minnesota 5 5 2 37 35 12   

Pacific Division
Los Angeles 10 2 2 48 31 22   
Las Vegas 9 4 0 47 37 18   
San Jose 8 5 0 36 30 16   
Vancouver 7 4 2 35 31 16   
Calgary 7 6 0 30 34 14   
Anaheim 6 6 2 40 43 14   
Edmonton 4 7 1 30 39 9    
Arizona 2 12 1 39 62 5    

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

Tampa Bay 11 2 2   59 42 24   
Ottawa 6 3 5 51 47 17   
Toronto 8 7 0 57 55 16   
Boston 5 4 3 34 37 13   
Detroit 6 7 1 38 41 13   
Montreal 5 8 1 39 55 11   
Florida 4 7 2 47 56 10   
Buffalo 4 8 2 35 53 10   

Metropolitan Division
Columbus 9 4 1 48 38 19   
New Jersey 9 3 0 45 37 18   
Pittsburgh 8 6 2 42 58 18   
Philadelphia 7 6 2 47 43 16   
NY Islanders 7 5 1 48 42 15   
Washington 7 6 1 43 46 15   
NY Rangers 6 7 2 47 52 14   
Carolina 4 5 3 32 37 11   
Note: Overtime losses (OTL) are worth one point in the standings
and are not included in the loss column (L).

Nashville 4, Los Angeles 3 (OT); San Jose 2, Anaheim 1 (SO); Vancouver 4, Pittsburgh 2; Arizona 2, Carolina 1 (So); Dallas 5, Buffalo 1;
Chicago 2, Minnesota 0; St. Louis 6, Toronto 4; Montreal 5, Winnipeg 4 (OT); Washington 3, Boston 2; Tampa Bay 5, Columbus 4 (SO); NY
Rangers 5, Florida 4 (OT); Colorado 5, Philadelphia 4 (SO); Las Vegas 5, Ottawa.      

PHILADELPHIA: Colorado Avalanche goalie Semyon Varlamov, left, deflects a shot by Philadelphia Flyers’ Sean
Couturier, right, during the second period of an NHL hockey game. — AP

NEW YORK: Undefeated champ Deontay Wilder
destroyed Bermane Stiverne by knocking out the out-of-
shape challenger with one second left in the opening
round to retain his WBC heavyweight championship on
Saturday.

The 32-year-old Wilder delivered an explosive per-
formance as he floored Stiverne two times in the opening
round before finishing him off with a punishing right-left to
the head as the defenceless Canadian was pinned against
the ropes. 

Stiverne then slumped to the canvas and stayed
motionless for some time before being helped up and into
a chair where he was examined by the ring doctor at the
Barclays Center arena in New York.  “I know I am the best.
I just want to prove that I am the best,” said Wilder, who
has 39 wins and 38 knockouts. “I got the heart of a lion. I
am the king.”

Wilder was the heavy favourite going into this the sixth
defence of his heavyweight title. It was his second win
over the 39-year-old former champ Stiverne who came
into the rematch 15 pounds heavier and having fought just
once since losing the belt to Wilder in January 2015. 

He won the first fight with a one-sided unanimous vic-
tory and the rematch was even easier. On Saturday, he
flattened Stiverne with 45 seconds left in the first round
with a left followed by a straight right that landed flush on
the face of the Haitian-born challenger.

Just 20 seconds later, he sent Stiverne back to the can-
vas with a heavy right hand that landed like a club to the
side of the head.  By this time Wilder was having his way
with Stiverne as he sealed the victory with a four-punch
combination that sent Stiverne awkwardly back into the
ropes as referee Arthur Mercante frantically tried to inter-
vene and stop the onslaught.

The Canadian earned another crack at Wilder in
September, taking the rematch on short notice after the
scheduled challenger, Luis Ortiz, of Cuba, failed a doping

test. “So much frustration. Man .... it just seems like my
career has been crazy. 

So many guys ducking me and so many guys using
PEDs,” said Wilder.  Wilder was so confident that he
would win again that he vowed to retire if he lost.
Stiverne blamed health issues for his failure to muster
much resistance to Wilder’s onslaught in their first meet-
ing but the beefy boxer’s his biggest mistake the second
time around appeared to be spending too much time
around the buffet table.

Still Wilder said he respected Stiverne’s willingness to
accept the challenge. “It took lot of courage to step in ring
with someone like me. He was a clean fighter and he did
the best he could,” Wilder said.

Wilder hopes this win will land him a super fight with

Anthony Joshua in a heavyweight showdown the boxing
world is dying to see.  Wilder issued a call for British star
Joshua, who is the IBF and WBA heavyweight champ, to
step up to the plate.

“I been waiting on that boy for a long time now. Listen
mate. I know I am the best. Are up for the test? I want
Joshua. Joshua come and see me baby,” Wilder said.

On the undercard, Kazakhstan’s Sergey Lipinets
claimed the vacant IBF junior welterweight title with a
unanimous decision victory over Akihiro Kondo of Japan.
Lipinets improved to 13-0 with 10 KOs as he won on all
three judges’ scorecards, 118-110, 117-111 and 117-111. 

Kondo, the third ranked challenger with a career record
of 29-6-1 coming into the bout, was fighting for his first
world title in his debut fight on American soil. —AFP

Champ Wilder KOs 
Stiverne in first 
round of rematch

NEW YORK: Deontay Wilder celebrates after knocking out Bermane Stiverne in the first round of the WBC
heavyweight title boxing bout, in New York. — AP


