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CLEVELAND:  Thaddeus Young scored 26
points, Darren Collison had 25 and the Indiana
Pacers sent the Cleveland Cavaliers to their
fourth straight loss, 124-107 on Wednesday
night. LeBron James had 33 points and 11 as-
sists, but it wasn’t enough to keep Cleveland
from losing for the fifth time in six games and
falling to 3-5. The Cavaliers held a lengthy
meeting before Tuesday’s practice to discuss
their struggles, but the defending Eastern Con-
ference champions have lost by a combined
margin of 58 points in their losing streak.
James was upbeat about the meeting, but the
Cavaliers still have is-
sues to work out, espe-
cially on the defensive
end. Cleveland led 69-
68 in the third quarter,
but Indiana hit four
straight 3-pointers and
built an eight-point
lead. Indiana was 16 of
26 from 3-point range.
Victor Oladipo scored
23 points for the Pacers. Bojan Bogdanovic
added 17, and Domantas Sabonis had 15 points
and 12 rebounds.

CELTICS 113, KINGS 86
Kyrie Irving and Jaylen Brown each scored

22 points in three quarters, and Bostoncoasted
past skidding Sacramento for its sixth straight
victory. It was the Celtics’ 11th consecutive win
over the Kings in Boston, dating to their last
loss on Jan. 19, 2007. Terry Rozier added 12
points, and Daniel Theis had 10 points with 10
rebounds. Buddy Hield scored 17 points and
Zach Randolph 16 for the Kings, who lost their
sixth in a row - the last three by an average of
24 points.

SUNS 122, WIZARDS 116
T.J. Warren scored 28 of his career-high 40

points in the second half and Phoenix over-
came a 22-point deficit to beat Washington.
Warren also had 10 rebounds and Devin
Booker added 22 points to help the Suns im-
prove to 4-1 under interim coach Jay Triano
following an 0-3 start that led to Earl Watson’s
firing. Bradley Beal scored a season-high 40
points for Washington, which built the lead to
22 by the second quarter but saw it completely
disappear early in the fourth. John Wall added
21 points, and Marcin Gortat had 13 rebounds

for Washington.

HORNETS 126, 
BUCKS 121

Kemba Walker had
26 points, rookie Malik
Monk had a huge fourth
quarter and the Char-
lotte put the clamps on
the NBA scoring leader
Giannis Antetokounmpo

to beat Milwaukee. Walker was 8 for 12 from
the field, including 3 for 4 from 3-point range,
and 7 for 7 from the foul line to help Charlotte
win its third straight game. Monk, the team’s
first-round draft pick from Kentucky, had 18 of
his 25 points in the fourth. Antetokounmpo
came in averaging 33.7 points, but struggled
with foul trouble and finished with a season-
low 14 points along with 13 rebounds. He was
limited to five points in the final three quarters.
Khris Middleton led Milwaukee with 43 points
on 15-for-28 shooting.

HEAT 97, BULLS 91
Goran Dragic scored 20 points, Tyler John-

son added 19 and Miami beat Chicago to snap

a three-game slide. Hassan Whiteside returned
from a five-game absence with a bruised knee
and had 13 points and 14 rebounds for the Heat.
Lauri Markkanen scored 25 points and Robin
Lopez added 22 for the Bulls, who were 7 for
28 from 3-point range and got five of those
makes in the final 2 minutes. Chicago fell to 1-
5, matching its worst start since 2007-08.

76ERS 119, HAWKS 109
Ben Simmons had 19 points, 13 rebounds

and nine assists, and Joel Embiid had 21 points
and 12 rebounds to lead Philadelphia past At-
lanta for its third straight victory. Robert Cov-
ington scored 22 points to help the Sixers (4-4)
reach .500 for the first time in four years. Den-
nis Schroder had 25 points for Atlanta. —AP

Pacers send Cavaliers 
to fourth straight loss

Heat top Bulls 97-91 to end 3-game slide

Marcin Gortat 
had 13 rebounds 
for Washington

CLEVELAND: Cleveland Cavaliers’ Jae Crowder, right, and Indiana Pacers’ Darren Collison battle for a loose
ball in the second half of an NBA basketball game. —AP

AUCKLAND: In this file photo All Blacks flyhalf Beauden Barrett kicks a con-
version during the first test between the British and Irish Lions and the All
Blacks at Eden Park in Auckland. Barrett will captain the All Blacks for the first
time against the Barbarians on Saturday. —AP

All Blacks face 
Springboks in
WCup opener
TOKYO:  Favourites New Zealand will begin their quest for a
third successive Rugby World Cup title with a heavyweight
clash against South Africa at the 2019 tournament in Japan.  The
All Blacks are scheduled to face their old southern hemisphere
foes in Yokohama on September 21, a day after hosts Japan kick
off the competition against European qualifiers, likely to be Ro-
mania, organisers announced in Tokyo yesterday.

“We are really excited to meet New Zealand first up,”
said South Africa head coach Allister Coetzee. “There is a
great and proud rivalry between the Springboks and All
Blacks and this opening group match is bound to be another
massive contest.” France, drawn in the so-called “Group of
Death” alongside England and Argentina, also open their
campaign on September 21 with a key Pool C fixture against
the Pumas in Tokyo.

Title contenders England take on Tonga in the northern
Japanese city of Sapporo the following day. Two-time cham-
pions Australia face a potentially tricky opener against Fiji in
Pool D, where rivals Wales open against Georgia.  “We kick off
against Georgia before facing Australia, both of whom we play
this November in Cardiff,” said Wales head coach Warren Gat-
land.  “We then have a good block of time before facing Fiji in
Oita. We have four cities to visit so it is important we buy into
the culture of Japan and the tournament.”

Matches will be played at 12 venues including Kamaishi in
northeast Japan, which was ravaged by the 2011 tsunami and
resulting nuclear disaster.  England’s hopes of knocking the
mighty All Blacks off their perch were complicated by a horror
draw earlier this year.  The Six Nations champions, who two
years ago became the first World Cup hosts not to reach the
knock-out stage, take on the United States in Kobe after tough-
tackling Tonga. 

England then face huge back-to-back games against 2015
World Cup semi-finalists Argentina in Tokyo on October 5 and
bitter rivals France in Yokohama a week later to complete a
devilishly tricky bracket.  England have a mixed World Cup
record against three-time finalists France, their last meeting a
quarter-final defeat in 2011.  They have won both of their World
Cup games so far against Argentina, but the swashbuckling
Pumas are capable of beating anyone on their day. —AFP


