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The neighborhood’s bohemian reputation
gave way long ago to expensive real estate, but
you can still enjoy a bite in a cafe or a night out
listening to live music. And while the city’s latest
terror attack unfolded nearby in Lower Manhat-
tan, perhaps a stop in the Village at a peaceful
spot like the garden at The Church of Saint Luke
in the Fields, 487 Hudson St., is just what a har-
ried visitor needs.

Food and books
Start your day at Patisserie Claude, a tiny bak-

ery at 187 W. Fourth St., serving yummy little
quiches and pastries. For lunch, try the massive
chicken Chimayo salad for $13.50 at Cowgirl
NYC, 519 Hudson St., though that might leave
you too full to sample the goods at Murray’s
Cheese Bar, 264 Bleecker. For dinner, find a friend
to share Mediterranean small plates at Jack’s
Wife Freda , 50 Carmine St., or go for rustic Ital-
ian at Rafele , 29 Seventh Ave. South. If you enjoy
reading, the bookstore Three Lives & Company
, 154 W. Tenth St., is a must. I went in just to look
around and walked out with an armful of books.

Pop culture
If you loved the TV show “Friends,” you’ll

need a selfie outside the building where the
gang lived at the corner of Bedford and Grove.
Fans of “Sex & the City” have two stops. Even
though Carrie Bradshaw lived on the Upper
East Side, the brownstone used for exterior
shots of her home is in the Village, on Perry
Street. Its steps are roped off and a sign asks
visitors to donate to a charity for homeless
dogs and cats. “Sex & the City” also helped
make Magnolia Bakery famous, at 401
Bleecker St., where cupcakes are piled high
with swirled frosting.

Literary history
The house at 75 1/2 Bedford St. was once

home to the Pulitzer Prize-winning poet Edna St.
Vincent Millay, and at just 91/2 feet (2.9 meters)
wide, it is billed as “the narrowest house in New
York” (though that claim has been disputed). The
Cherry Lane Theatre at 38 Commerce St.
proudly boasts of showcasing early works by
playwrights like Sam Shepard and Harold Pinter.
And the White Horse Tavern at 567 Hudson has
been a favorite bar for famous writers from Jack
Kerouac to Dylan Thomas, who is said to have
downed his last shots there before collapsing. He
died soon after.

This photo shows display cases laden with luscious cupcakes at Magnolia Bakery.

This plaque describes the history of the Cherry Lane Theatre in Greenwich Village in New York. 


