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Director, implicated in 
Hollywood abuse scandal

Blockbuster director Brett Ratner and the head of news at Amer-
ican radio station NPR were drawn into Hollywood’s widening
sexual misconduct scandal Wednesday as more women came for-
ward with stories of abuse. Actresses Natasha Henstridge and
Olivia Munn have accused Ratner of sexual harassment, the Los
Angeles Times reported, as A-lister Kevin Spacey faced fresh ac-
cusations over his own conduct
with young actors.

Henstridge told the Times she
was a 19-year-old fashion model
in New York in the early 1990s
when Ratner, then a music video
director in his early 20s, forced her
to perform oral sex. Four other
women also recounted stories to
the newspaper about sexually in-
appropriate or intimidating be-
havior by 48-year-old Ratner, whose movies including “Rush
Hour” and “X-Men: The Last Stand” have grossed more than $2
billion worldwide. “He strong-armed me in a real way. He physi-
cally forced himself on me,” said Henstridge, who has appeared
in the movies “Species” and “The Whole Nine Yards.” “At some
point, I gave in and he did his thing,” she told the newspaper. Hen-
stridge said she was inspired to come forward by the stories of
other women who have reported sexual misconduct by powerful
Miramax producer Harvey Weinstein and director James Toback.
Munn, who has appeared in the HBO show “The Newsroom” and
the movie “Magic Mike,” told the Times that Ratner-who denies
the allegations-had masturbated in front of her on the set of the
movie “After the Sunset” (2004).

‘Wrong and inexcusable’ 
“I have represented Mr Ratner for two decades, and no woman

has ever made a claim against him for sexual misconduct or sexual
harassment,” his lawyer Martin Singer told the newspaper in a 10-
page letter. “Furthermore, no woman has ever requested or re-
ceived any financial settlement from my client,” Singer said.
Meanwhile, Ratner filed a defamation lawsuit in Hawaii over an al-
leged rape there. Allegations of abuse by Weinstein that were

published last month in The New York Times and The New Yorker
have encouraged others to speak out, unleashing a cascade of ac-
cusations of sexual harassment and assault against leading figures
in Hollywood and elsewhere. The spreading scandal reached the
US media business on Wednesday as NPR CEO Jarl Mohn wrote
in an email to staff seen by AFP that he had asked Mike Oreskes,

senior vice president for news, for
his resignation because of “inap-
propriate behavior” and the exec-
utive had obliged.

“I am deeply sorry to the peo-
ple I hurt. My behavior was wrong
and inexcusable, and I accept full
responsibility,” Oreskes was
quoted by the station as saying in
a statement. Oreskes was placed
on leave late Tuesday following al-

legations in The Washington Post from two women who said they
had been harassed in the late 1990s, when Oreskes was Washing-
ton bureau chief for The New York Times. He also has been ac-
cused of harassment by an employee at NPR, the station reported
on its website. 

Cascade of allegations 
Writing in the Hollywood Reporter, the author Anna Graham

Hunter accused Dustin Hoffman-today aged 80 — of sexually ha-
rassing her when she was a 17-year-old interning on the set of the
“Death of a Salesman” TV film. Mexican actor Roberto Cavazos
became the latest late Tuesday to accuse “House of Cards” star
Spacey of sexual harassment, predicting more such claims would
emerge as Netflix suspended production of the two-time Oscar
winner’s hit series.  Cavazos, who acted in several plays at Lon-
don’s Old Vic theater when Spacey, 58, was artistic director from
2004 to 2015, said the Hollywood star routinely preyed on young
male actors. Spacey was already facing a torrent of criticism over
claims that he made a “sexual advance” on Anthony Rapp in 1986
— when the actor was just 14 — and for appearing to deflect the
story by finally confirming that he is gay.

Meanwhile the Beverly Hills Police Department has said it was

investigating “multiple complaints” against Weinstein and Toback
who face numerous allegations of unwanted sexual encounters
but deny forcing themselves on women. More than 50 women in-
cluding stars Gwyneth Paltrow, Angelina Jolie and Mira Sorvino
have accused 65-year-old Weinstein of sexual abuse and harass-
ment. The LA Times interviewed 38 women who accused Toback
of unwanted sexual encounters, and the paper said it was inun-
dated with emails and phone calls from more than 200 additional
women after the publication of its story. “Entourage” actor Jeremy
Piven has also been the subject of sexual assault allegations this
week, brought against him by actress, reality TV star and Playboy
Playmate Ariane Bellamar. Bellamar alleged on Twitter that the 52-
year-old Golden Globe and Emmy Award winner groped her on
the set of the 2004-11 HBO show. “I unequivocally deny the ap-
palling allegations being peddled about me. It did not happen,”
Piven said in a statement circulated among the US entertainment
press on Wednesday. — AFP 

This file photo taken on January 19, 2017 shows Brett Ratner
attending his star on the Walk of Fame ceremony in Holly-
wood. — AFP 

More women
come out with

stories of abuse 

Beyonce is set to voice Simba’s childhood friend turned love
interest Nala in the live-action remake of Disney’s “The Lion
King,” the singer and studio announced Wednesday. The 36-
year-old pop megastar confirmed the long-rumored role in a
Facebook post that showed headshots of the voice cast, also
revealing that Keegan-Michael Key (“Why Him?”, “Storks”)
will be playing a hyena named Kamari.
Alongside Beyonce-and mostly previously announced-will be
Donald Glover as Simba, James Earl Jones reprising his role in
the 1994 animated movie as Mufasa, and Chiwetel Ejiofor as
his nemesis Scar. Comedian John Oliver was confirmed as
Zazu, while other big names in the production-set for release
in July 2019 — include Seth Rogan and Billy Eichner.

“It is a director’s dream to assemble a talented team like this to
bring this classic story to life,” said director Jon Favreau, who
helmed Disney’s hit live-action remake of “The Jungle Book”
(2016), in a statement confirming the cast. The production will
build on Disney’s hugely lucrative reimagining of that movie
and several other classics from its vaults-including “Beauty
and the Beast,” “Maleficent” and “Cinderella”-for contempo-
rary audiences.
“The Lion King” is one of the biggest animated films of all
time, with a lifetime global box-office gross of just under $1
billion.  It won Oscars for the song “Can You Feel the Love
Tonight” by Elton John and Tim Rice, and for its score by Hans
Zimmer, plus two Grammy Awards, with the soundtrack selling
more than 14 million copies. 
The stage production made its Broadway debut in 1997 and
went on to win six Tony Awards. Translated into eight lan-
guages, the film’s 23 global stage productions have been seen
by more than 85 million people. The worldwide gross for the
brand exceeds that of any film, Broadway show or other enter-
tainment title in history. 
Stunning early footage of the live-action version shown at Dis-
ney’s D23 fan convention in Southern California in July cli-
maxed in the iconic moment when Rafiki introduces newborn
Simba to the animals of the savannah. “This is a story that be-
longs to everyone who grew up with the original film,” said
Favreau. “I wanted to demonstrate that we could be respectful
of the source material while bringing it to life using new tech-
niques and technologies.” — AFP 

Beyonce joins 
live-action 
‘The Lion King’

In this Nov 4, 2016 file photo, Beyonce performs at a Get Out
the Vote concert for Democratic presidential candidate Hillary
Clinton in Cleveland. — AP 


