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DUBAI: The CIA’s release of documents seized
during the 2011 raid that killed Al-Qaeda leader
Osama bin Laden has again raised questions
about Iran’s support of the extremist network
leading up to the Sept 11 terror attacks. US intel-
ligence officials and prosecutors have long said
Iran formed loose ties to the terror organization
from 1991 on, something noted in a 19-page report
in Arabic that was included in the release of some
47,000 other docu-
ments by the CIA.

For its part, Iran has
long denied any in-
volvement with Al-
Qaeda. However, the
report included in the
CIA document dump
shows how bin Laden,
a Sunni extremist from
Iran’s archrival Saudi
Arabia, could look across the Muslim world’s re-
ligious divide to partner with the Mideast’s Shi-
ite power to target his ultimate enemy, the
United States. “Anyone who wants to strike
America, Iran is ready to support him and help
him with their frank and clear rhetoric,” the re-
port reads.

The Associated Press examined a copy of the
report released by the Long War Journal, a pub-
lication backed by the Washington-based Foun-
dation for Defense of Democracies, a think tank
fiercely critical of Iran and skeptical of its nuclear
deal with world powers. The CIA gave the Long
War Journal early access to the material. The ma-
terial also included never-before-seen video of
bin Laden’s son Hamza, who may be groomed to
take over Al-Qaeda, getting married. It offers the
first public look at Hamza bin Laden as an adult. 

Until now, the public has only seen childhood
pictures of him. The release comes as President
Donald Trump has refused to recertify Iran’s nu-
clear deal with world powers and faces domestic
pressure at home over investigations into Russian
interference in the 2016 election. The 19-page re-
port included in the CIA release was available
online Wednesday. The CIA later issued a warn-
ing about the files on its website, saying that

since the material “was
seized from a terrorist
organization ... there is
no absolute guarantee
that all malware has
been removed.” The
CIA then took down
the files entirely early
Thursday, saying they
were “temporarily un-
available pending res-

olution of a technical issue.”
“We are working to make the material avail-

able again as soon as possible,” the CIA said.
The unsigned 19-page report is dated in the Is-
lamic calendar year 1428 - 2007 - and offers
what appears to be a history of Al-Qaeda’s re-
lationship with Iran. It says Iran offered Al-
Qaeda fighters “money and arms and
everything they need, and offered them training
in Hezbollah camps in Lebanon, in return for
striking American interests in Saudi Arabia.”
This coincides with an account offered by the
US government’s 9/11 Commission, which said
Iranian officials met with Al-Qaeda leaders in
Sudan in either 1991 or early 1992. 

The commission said Al-Qaeda militants
later received training in Lebanon from the Shi-
ite militant group Hezbollah, which Iran backs

to this day. US prosecutors also said Al-Qaeda
had the backing of Iran and Hezbollah in their
1998 indictment of bin Laden following the Al-
Qaeda truck bombings of the US Embassies in
Kenya and Tanzania that killed 224 people, in-
cluding 12 Americans. Al-Qaeda’s apparent sid-
ing with Iran may seem surprising today, given
the enmity Sunni extremists like those of the Is-
lamic State group have for Shiites.  

But bin Laden had run out of options by
1991 - the one-time fighter against the Soviets

in Afghanistan had fallen out with Saudi Arabia
over his opposition to the ultraconservative
kingdom hosting US troops during the Gulf
War. Meanwhile, Iran had become increasingly
nervous about America’s growing military ex-
pansion in the Mideast. “The relationship be-
tween Al-Qaeda and Iran demonstrated that
the Sunni-Shiite divisions did not necessarily
pose an insurmountable barrier to cooperation
in terrorist operations,” the 9/11 Commission
report would later say.—AP 
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KHOST: In this 1998 file photo, Osama bin Laden is seen at a news conference in Khost,
Afghanistan.  — AFP 
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HONG KONG: LGBT rights campaigners
have hit out at Hong Kong’s government after
it announced it would appeal a landmark de-
cision granting a British lesbian the right to live
and work in Hong Kong with her partner. The
ruling by the Court of Appeal in September
sparked hopes that hurdles for same-sex cou-
ples might be reduced in the socially conser-
vative southern Chinese city. But the
immigration department has announced it will
seek to take the case to the Court of Final Ap-
peal, Hong Kong’s highest court.

“Having studied the Court of Appeal’s
judgment and sought legal advice, the immi-
gration department has filed an application
for leave to appeal against the judgment,” the
department said in a statement emailed to

AFP yesterday. The September decision
granted the woman, referred to in court only
as QT, the right to a dependant visa which she
had been denied by immigration authorities,
meaning she could only remain in the city on
a visitor visa which did not allow her to work. 

The judgment ruled that authorities had
“failed to justify the indirect discrimination on
account of sexual orientation that QT suf-
fers”. Campaigners described it as a crucial
step for Hong Kong, which they say lags on
LGBT rights. The city does not recognize gay
marriage and only decriminalized homosexu-
ality in 1991.Openly gay lawmaker Ray Chan
said if the immigration department won its
case, it would “not benefit anybody”.

He also criticized the government for fail-
ing to openly support Hong Kong’s successful
bid to host the Gay Games in 2022, an-
nounced Tuesday, the first time the event will
come to Asia.  “The government would rather
spend taxpayers’ money to appeal a case
which in my view does not contribute to so-
ciety or benefit anybody if won, than to sup-
port a major international sports, culture, and
tourism event such as the Gay Games,” Chan
said.—AFP 

BELFAST: The British government is to impose
a budget on Northern Ireland for the first time
in a decade, a major step towards imposing di-
rect rule after attempts to form a power-sharing
government in Belfast collapsed. Many in the
province fear direct rule would further destabi-
lize a political balance between pro-British
unionists and Irish nationalists that has already
been upset by Britain’s vote to leave the Euro-
pean Union. The move also creates a headache
for British Prime Minister Theresa May, whose
minority government is dependent on Northern
Ireland’s Democratic Unionist Party (DUP) to
pass legislation. 

Irish Nationalists Sinn Fein and the pro-
British DUP have shared power in Northern
Ireland for a decade under the terms of the 1998
Good Friday peace agreement, which ended

three decades of violence that killed 3,600
people. But Sinn Fein pulled out in January,
complaining it was not being treated as an
equal partner. The latest round of talks on re-
establishing the devolved executive collapsed
on Wednesday. “Sinn Fein is disappointed that
the last few weeks of negotiations have ended
in failure,” the party’s leader in Northern Ire-
land, Michelle O’Neill, told journalists. “But as
you all know endless talks without conclusion
are not sustainable.”

Sinn Fein leader Gerry Adams said the party
was open to further dialogue, but only if it was
“meaningful”. DUP member of parliament Gre-
gory Campbell accused Sinn Fein of holding
back government in Northern Ireland with “a
narrow political agenda”, including a push for
greater recognition for the Irish language. In a
sign that a resolution is unlikely in the coming
weeks, Campbell appeared to dismiss a DUP
compromise on language rights, saying his
party “cannot and will not” elevate the Irish lan-
guage “above all others”. But party leader Ar-
lene Foster was more positive, telling Ireland’s
RTE television that London setting a budget
“doesn’t stop us continuing to engage with Sinn
Fein and trying to find a solution to the prob-
lems that we have”. —Reuters
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