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MOSCOW: Pushed by a lack of jobs and strict
control of behavior and dissent, millions of
Uzbeks have emigrated in recent years. Hundreds
of those joined Islamic State in the Middle East,
while others turned to religious extremism in their
host countries. Sayfullo Saipov, the Uzbek immi-
grant accused of killing eight people in a truck at-
tack in New York on Tuesday, appears to have
taken the latter path, becoming radicalized after
struggling with life in the West.

According to US police, the 29-year-old fol-
lowed online instructions from Islamic State be-
fore launching the
assault. Saipov’s was at
least the fourth deadly
attack abroad by an
Uzbek national or ethnic
Uzbek this year, and his
actions have highlighted
the outsized influence the
Central Asian state of 32
million people has had on
global jihad in recent
months. “These things take time to prepare and
what we’re seeing today is a result of work that
has been done over the last few years (by Islamic
State and similar groups),” said Kazakhstan-
based Central Asia analyst Alexander Knyazev.

People who follow Uzbekistan closely say that,
based on what is known so far of Saipov, he ap-
pears to be one of “a forgotten generation” of
Uzbek men who left the former Soviet republic
for a better life bereft of a proper religious edu-
cation and unequipped to navigate the West.
That, and the common difficulty of assimilating

into a foreign country and culture, may have left
him susceptible to extremist influences when
times got tough.

“He became religious on the spur of the mo-
ment,” Mirrakhmat Muminov, a truck driver and
Uzbek community activist who lives in Stow,
Ohio, and knew Saipov, told Reuters by tele-
phone. He said Saipov had previously lived in
Tashkent, the Uzbek capital. “He started studying
religion in the United States,” said Muminov,
adding that Saipov “couldn’t get enough” of the
religious freedoms enjoyed in the United States

after living in the strict
confines of Uzbekistan.

A neighbor of his par-
ents, who live in a one-
storey house on the
outskirts of Tashkent, said
yesterday that Habillo,
Saipov’s father, was not a
devout mosque goer and
sold painting materials in
a local market. The man

declined to be named because of the sensitivity
of the matter. Islam is widely practiced in pre-
dominately Muslim Uzbekistan, but worship is
tightly controlled by a government wary of radi-
calism. Ruled with an iron fist for more than two
decades by former Communist Party boss Islam
Karimov, who died last year, Uzbekistan has long
said its tough religion policy is justified by na-
tional security concerns.

Under his successor Shavkat Mirziyoyev, who
took office at the end of 2016, the authorities have
started to signal a more tolerant approach, and

there are hopes that economic reforms will begin
to free up the command economy. Mirziyoyev
said in September that Uzbekistan had removed
about 16,000 people from a 17,000-strong se-
curity blacklist of potential Muslim religious ex-
tremists and wanted “to bring them into our
society and educate them.” Whether such
changes reduce the risk of flight or radicalization
remains to be seen, and come too late for Saipov
and others. Many Uzbeks have fled only to later
despair of becoming bottom dollar laborers or
unemployed in the West or Russia. It is at that
point that some have turned to radical Islam.

Volatile region
Speaking from Tashkent, Steve Swerdlow, a re-

searcher for Human Rights Watch in Central Asia,
said around 5 million Uzbeks had emigrated to Rus-
sia in recent years, with others like Saipov trying
their luck in the West. “The radicalization process
takes place outside Uzbekistan,” said Swerdlow,
who added that the country has one of the worst
human rights records in the world and does not tol-
erate dissent. “They are often individuals who are
far from home, who are marginalized and who are
experiencing some kind of dislocation from their
community and social network.” —Reuters
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NEW YORK: Investigators work around the wreckage of a Home Depot pickup truck two days after it was used
in a terror attack in New York. —AFP

Walmart store 
fatal shooting 
leaves 3 dead 
WASHINGTON: Three people were fatally shot at
a Walmart store in Colorado on Wednesday
evening, police said, in a country that is struggling
with frequent deadly gun violence. There are “(3)
confirmed dead,” the Thornton Police Department
said on Twitter, raising an earlier toll after a woman
whom it earlier announced was transported from
the scene died. “There is currently NO one in cus-
tody,” said the department, appealing for “anyone
with information” to call. Last month, a gunman in
Las Vegas killed 58 people in the country’s worst
mass shooting in recent history.

More than 33,000 gun-related deaths occur
annually in the United States, according to a study
released this month. While US politicians are quick
to enact sweeping policies, including military action,
in response to “terrorism” attacks, authorities have
taken little concrete action to address the far-dead-
lier epidemic of domestic gun violence. The inaction
is largely due to the powerful National Rifle Asso-
ciation gun lobby-and Republicans who rely on it
for funding and other support-categoric rejection
of gun control measures. —AFP

Bike path victims 
reflected buzzing, 
diverse New York
NEW YORK: One of the dead was a mother of
young sons from Belgium. Five had traveled from
Argentina to New York with a tight-knit group of
classmates to celebrate the 30th anniversary of their
graduation. The other victims were Americans: One
a new college graduate working as a software en-
gineer, the other a doting son who had recently lost
nearly 100 pounds and was getting a bike ride in be-
tween meetings at his World Trade Center job.

Those killed in the New York bike path attack
reflect a city that is a melting pot, a magnet for in-
ternational visitors, and a business and technology
capital. “They saw New York as a special place to
be,” said Mayor Bill de Blasio, “and we now and for-
ever will consider them New Yorkers.” The victims
were mowed down by a rental truck Tuesday after-
noon near the World Trade Center. Police called it a
terrorist attack, saying the driver was an Uzbek im-
migrant who “did it in the name of ISIS.”

The largest group of victims came from Rosario,
Argentina, the country’s third-largest city and the
hometown of international soccer star Lionel Messi
and guerrilla leader Che Guevara. They had made
the trip courtesy of one of their well-heeled friends,
who was also among those who perished. “It hurts
us to think that these are people who walked the

same school halls as we did or that studied in our
same classrooms,” said Agustin Riccardi, a senior at
the victims’ alma mater. President Mauricio Macri
said in Buenos Aires that the attack “hit all Argen-
tines hard.” On Wednesday, friends and relatives
began remembering the victims - and recounting
the circumstances that led them to New York.

Argentina: A group of friends
Three decades had passed since their 1987 grad-

uation from the Polytechnic School of Rosario, Ar-
gentina. But the Argentine victims of Tuesday’s truck
attack, most of them architects, had remained close
friends, getting together several times a year. The five
dead were among a group of 10 friends marking their
graduation with a tour of New York and Boston,
where a survivor of the group lived. They had gone
on a bike ride through Central Park on Tuesday be-
fore turning south, to lower Manhattan.

“They were pedaling in lines of two, chatting,
laughing, enjoying the ride. My husband was the last
one in the line, when he felt a speeding car, and then
the truck that zoomed by” at high speed, Cecilia
Piedrabuena, the wife of survivor Ariel Benvenuto,
told an Argentine radio station. 

“The truck took away his friends, and he saw
them all scattered on the ground.” One victim, Her-
nan Diego Mendoza, was an architect and father of
three who designed the home of his close friend, Es-
tanislao Beas. “The news destroyed my wife and I,”
Beas said. “We had a tight bond. We cared for him
so much. It’s incredible that this happened to him
and that he was there at that time.” 

Another friend, Cesar Lagostino, attended a

candlelight vigil for the victims Wednesday evening
outside the school. He remembered Mendoza as an
honest and generous person, “among those who
deserve to stay in this world.” The Argentine for-
eign ministry identified the other victims as Ariel
Erlij, Diego Enrique Angelini, Alejandro Damian
Pagnucco and Hernan Ferruchi. The reunion trip
was partially financed by Erlij, the chief executive
of Ivanar, an Argentine steel products manufactur-
ing company, according to Argentina’s La Nacion
newspaper.

Another classmate, Martin Ludovico Marro, of
Newton, Massachusetts, near Boston, was being
treated at a Manhattan hospital. In Rosario, a
minute of silence was observed at the high school
earlier Wednesday, and the light-blue and white Ar-
gentina flag was flown at half-staff. Only days ear-
lier, before flying to the US, they had posed for a
group photo, all of them wearing T-shirts with the
word “Libre,” or “Free” - meaning free from any re-
sponsibilities, said Piedrabuena, the wife of survivor
Ariel Benvenuto.

Belgium: Ann-Laure Decadt
Ann-Laure Decadt, 31, the mother of a 3-year-

old and a 3-month-old son, had traveled with her
relatives to New York from a rural town in Belgium.
Decadt belonged to a prominent family that owns a
venerable animal feed business in Staden, a town of
11,000 some 60 miles west of Brussels. The family
said in a statement that “she was riding a bike and
apparently was surprised by a vehicle that came
from behind.” Her husband and children had not
traveled with her. —AP


