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WASHINGTON: Weakened on the domestic
front, President Donald Trump embarks this
week on a long and challenging Asian tour set
to be dominated by the North Korean nuclear
threat after months of verbal escalation be-
tween Washington and Pyongyang. Taking him
from Japan to South Korea, China, Vietnam and
the Philippines, the bumper November 3-14
trip is the US leader’s first to the region since
his election exactly a year ago. 

On his agenda are several key regional sum-
mits but also closely-watched face-to-face
meetings, be it with his
powerful Chinese coun-
terpart Xi Jinping, or
the controversial Philip-
pines strongman, Ro-
drigo Duterte. With his
approval ratings lan-
guishing at record lows,
will the 71-year-old
president manage to
leave behind the spec-
tacular recent developments in the probe into
Russian election meddling? Will he forego his
morning tweeting for the duration of the 12-
day trip?

The White House has sought to emphasize
the length of the five-nation tour the longest
by any US president since George HW Bush in
1991 - as evidence of Trump’s commitment to
engaging with the region. But doubts linger on
that point, most notably on the economic front

following Trump’s abrupt decision-three days
into office-to pull out of the TPP trans-Pacific
trade deal, which unsettled several signatories
and Japan in particular. Supporters of the deal,
struck in 2015 by 12 nations who together ac-
count for 40 percent of the world economy,
had championed it as a vital counterweight to
the growing influence of China.

Trump’s ‘friend’ Abe
After a brief stopover in Hawaii, Trump will

Sunday join his “friend” Shinzo Abe for a new
round of golf-following
the one they shared in
Florida last February-
before a series of meet-
ings aimed at
underscoring the
strength of the US-
Japanese alliance. In
South Korea, Trump-
unlike many of his pred-
ecessors-will not travel

to the Demilitarized Zone dividing the Korean
peninsula, instead delivering what is set to be
a closely-scrutinized speech before the coun-
try’s national assembly. Seoul will be hoping
during Trump’s two-day visit starting Tuesday
for a reaffirmation of its alliance with Washing-
ton, at a time when the North is pushing ahead
with its nuclear and ballistic missile programs
in defiance of the international community.

It is also seeking reassurances of a different

nature. “South Koreans also want to know that
the United States is not going to prematurely
or unnecessarily draw South Korea into any
kind of military conflict,” said Scott Snyder of
the New York-based think-tank the Council on
Foreign Relations. Since taking office, the US
president has vowed to unleash “fire and fury”
if threatened by Kim Jong-Un’s regime, has
contradicted his top diplomat about direct
contacts with Pyongyang, and sent out a string
of cryptic messages-”We’ll do what has to be

done!”-that ultimately left observers guessing
at his true intentions toward North Korea.

For Michael O’Hanlon, a foreign policy fel-
low at the Brookings Institution, Trump has
been “ad-libbing” on what has emerged as the
major foreign policy challenge of his presi-
dency so far. “And people like (Defense) Sec-
retary (Jim) Mattis and Secretary (of State
Rex) Tillerson are trying to somehow hold
things together and make sense of it and keep
the lid on, as best they can.” —AFP
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WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump speaks while meeting with members of his cabinet in
Washington, DC. —AFP 

For many in
Trump’s US, 
a year to 
crow about
WILLIAMSTOWN: With unemployment declin-
ing, the local truck plant expanding and optimism
on the rise, one industrial heartland region has be-
come a microcosm of the reinvigorated America
promised by Donald Trump. Seen from
Williamstown, 300 miles west of Washington, the
political tumult since Trump’s November 8, 2016
victory appears artificial to those who welcome
his leadership as a break from business as usual.
The sleepy West Virginia town is in Wood County
where 70 percent of voters celebrated the anti-
establishment victory. A year later, they are pledg-
ing their loyalty to the Trump revolution, praising
the billionaire businessman-turned-national-
leader for already delivering on his declaration to
reverse their declining fortunes.

In an elbow of the industrial Ohio River basin,
barges are filled with freight. Factories lining
nearby Route 7 belch smoke and steam. On the

highways, trucks are loaded with sections of
pipeline and water tanks used in the region’s shale
gas drilling. The town’s pride is the Hino factory, a
subsidiary of Toyota that employs 300 people. In
September it announced 250 more hires. The
manufacturer has outgrown its facility, and will
soon relocate to bigger digs 20 miles south.

Local truckers are benefitting from the boon.
An employment agency across the bridge in Ma-
rietta, Ohio lists 898 truck-driving jobs within a
50-mile radius. “We are much better off than we
were before (Trump) became president,” Jean
Ford, the mayor of Williamstown, population
3,000 said. The television set in her modest office
is broadcasting Fox News. Ford, a jeweler by pro-
fession who is slight but speaks in firm tones, re-
calls her unrestrained joy on election night. She
cannot point to specific policies that have demon-
strably helped her region. What matters, she
stresses, is that confidence has returned.

National indicators of consumer and business
confidence corroborate the sentiment. But the
economy was already healing under Barack
Obama, argues Jessie King. The 33-year-old gas
pipeline specialist sporting bright eyes and pre-
maturely-graying hair recently rose to become
business manager of a local construction workers’
union. He has lived all his life in the area, and ob-
served its timid recovery after years of job loss
and resident flight. —AFP

Sex offenders to 
be named as such 
in US passports
WASHINGTON: America’s registered child sex
offenders will now have to use passports identify-
ing them for their past crimes when traveling over-
seas. The State Department said Wednesday it
would begin revoking passports of registered child
sex offenders and will require them to apply for a
new one that carries a “unique identifier” of their
status. Those applying for a passport for the first
time will not be issued one without the identifier,
which will be a notice printed inside the back cover
of the passport book that reads: “The bearer was
convicted of a sex offense against a minor, and is
a covered sex offender pursuant to (US law).”

The department said in a statement posted to
its travel.state.gov website that registered child sex
offenders will no longer be issued smaller travel
documents known as passport cards because they
do not have enough room to fit the notice. The
changes come in response to last year’s “Interna-
tional Megan’s Law,” which aims to curb child ex-
ploitation and child sex tourism, but also has been
criticized by civil libertarians for being overly
broad and targeting only one category of con-
victed felon.

The law is named for Megan Kanka, a 7-year-
old girl murdered by a convicted child sex offender
in New Jersey in 1994. The case drew widespread
attention and led to the creation of several state sex
offender registries. Government agencies notified
Congress on Wednesday the passport requirement
of the law had taken effect. The State Department,
which issues US passports, said it will start notify-
ing those affected as soon as it receives their names
from US Immigration and Customs Enforcement at
the Department of Homeland Security. 

That agency is charged with identifying child
sex offenders and is the sole agency that can add
or remove someone from the list. Affected passport
holders will be able to travel abroad on their cur-
rent passports until the revocations are formalized,
the department said, and it wasn’t immediately clear
when immigration and homeland security officials
would provide that list. The Homeland Security De-
partment declined to comment. —AP


