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As part of its participation in “Kuwait Partnerships
for Sustainable Development”, held on the occasion
of the United Nations (UN) Day in the State of

Kuwait, Alargan International Real Estate Company reaf-
firmed its commitment to sustainability and to creating
sustainable development in the real estate sector in Kuwait
and every country where it operates, in line with the UN’s
17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) that would
transform the world. 

Over the past decade, the Company’s investments in
sustainability have translated into a strategy that aims not
only to develop sustainable buildings to
improve and support an economically
and socially viable urban environment,
but also shares expertise with institutions
which can also support that Company’s
endeavors towards sustainability, and
engages younger generations to whom
the torch will be passed to build and
maintain development. 

Alargan International Real Estate
Company CEO and Vice Chairman of the
Board of Directors, Khaled Al-Mashaan,
said: “We believe in our responsibility
towards creating a sustainable future and
our objective as an organization goes
beyond operational performance, as we
measure our success by our efforts to
make a positive impact around us. We’ve
successfully integrated the notion of sustainability within
our organization, delivering responsible products and
services that benefit everyone in our community. 

“Today, we are proud to say that sustainability is
deeply rooted within Alargan’s Strategy 2020 and is the
driving force to our motto “Life... As You Love It”, through
which we develop sustainable buildings, and create com-
munities where tenants love to work, live and socialize.” 

Alargan’s sustainability programs support the UN’s
SGD Number 11, which focuses on developing sustainable

cities and communities, as well as SDG Number 9 for
industry innovation and infrastructure in which the
Company invests in new solutions and standards to
improve the industry’s framework, SGD Number 15 for life
on land by supporting the development of green buildings
and landscapes, and SGD Number 4 for quality education
through the investment in training programs targeting
school and university students. 

As part of the United Nations Day, Alargan launched a
photography competition among universities in Kuwait,
inviting them to share their vision of the future of Kuwait.

The competition, held in partnership with
the United Nations Development Program
(UNDP) and Kuwait’s Supreme Council for
Planning and Development (GSSCDP),
aims to familiarize students with the
Sustainable Development Goals identified
by the UN as well as the development
goals identified in the Kuwait Vision 2035,
enabling students to provide their aspira-
tions for the future. 

Alargan’s commitment to delivering sus-
tainability has earned it the only Platinum
ranking for the Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design (LEED) program in
Kuwait, which is awarded by the US Green
Building Council (USGBC), for its develop-
ment of its green compliant headquarters
within the Argan Business Park. Alargan

focuses on the development of affordable and middle-
income housing in the GCC to serve the growing popula-
tion and changing income scales. 

In addition to its future-looking strategy, Alargan
invests in talent by providing them with learning opportu-
nities and growth benefits, a collaborative work environ-
ment, and a sense of belonging. This goes hand-in-hand
with the company’s heavy investment in corporate social
responsibility, a key investment that it recognizes as a pil-
lar to long-term sustainability. 
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The Al-Multaqa Arabic Short Story Prize jury has
announced the five shortlisted authors for the
2016/2017 prize. Over the past few months, a jury

comprised of accomplished writers, critics, and academi-
cians reviewed 239 collections of short stories from pub-
lished authors from 20 different countries. Al-Multaqa
Prize nominees came as follows (listed in alphabetical
order):

‘Quraba Shajara Aliya’ by Luay Hamza Abbas from Iraq
(published by Dar Azmina), ‘ Lam Yakon Dihkan Fahaseb’
by Mahmood Al-Rahbi from Oman (published by Dar
Fadaat for Publishing and Distribution), ‘Daif Ala Alalam’
by Mahmoud Al-Rimawy from Jordan (published by Dar
Fadaat for Publishing and Distribution), ‘Sarir Bint el
Malak’ by Shahla Al-Ajili from Syria (published by Difaf
Publishing) and ‘Lithium’ by Tamim Hnaidi from Syria
(published by Al-Mutawsit Publishing).

Al-Multaqa Jury Members are: Dr Hassan Alnemi
(Chair of the Jury), Dr Said Benkrad  (Jury Member), Abdo

Jubair (Jury Member),
Huda Shawa (Jury
Member), Khalil Sweileh
(Jury Member). The
2017 winner will be
announced in the first
week of December, 2017
in a ceremony that is to
be held at the American
University of Kuwait.

The author of the
winning short story will
receive $20,000
(Twenty Thousand US
dollars), a trophy and a
certificate of recogni-
tion, as well as a grant
towards the translation
of the prize-winning
short story into English.
The winning writer or
publisher will commu-
nicate with the trans-
lator and arrange for
publishing the story
with foreign publish-
ers. The other short-
l isted writers wi l l
receive $5,000, a trophy and a certificate of recog-
nition. 
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As part of its ongoing ‘Spirit to Serve our
Community’ initiatives and in honor of breast can-
cer awareness month, the JW Marriott Kuwait, in

collaboration with Fadia Survive and Thrive Association
for Cancer Patients’ Support proudly hosted ‘Knowing is
half the battle’ breast cancer awareness event recently.

The event was held at the hotel’s prestigious Al-
Thuraya Ballroom and was attended by a huge number
of cancer patients and their families, healthcare profes-
sionals, and prominent representatives from the society
to support this cause besides representatives from the
local newspapers and magazines. 

The event kicked off by a short speech given by the
President of Fadia Survive and Thrive Association, Dr
Rania Azmi, in which she thanked everyone for joining
today and supporting the cancer awareness cause. She
explained the importance of prevention and discussed
the agenda for the awareness event, detailing that she
will be sharing some best practices and small changes
that participants can do daily to prevent cancer and live
a happier and healthier life. 

She then introduced with much gratitude the distin-
guished guest speaker Dr Fahad Abdul Rahman Marafi,
the President of Kuwait Society of Nuclear Medicine

and Molecular Imaging, for sharing his knowledge and
time for this cause as he talked about the scientific part
of prevention based on his extensive experience.

In addition, some cancer patients and their family
members also opened up to share their stories and battle
with cancer throughout the open discussion part which
was moderated by Fadia Abdel Salam Ibrahim, the
founding member of Fadia Survive and Thrive
Association. 

“The JW Marriott Kuwait is honored to join the fight
against breast cancer by hosting this informative aware-
ness session. And we would like to thank Dr Rania Azmi
for this opportunity.” said George Aoun, Cluster General
Manager at Kuwait Marriott Hotels. 

“The hotel has established a reputation for serving
the society with active involvement in many local and
international charities. We are extremely proud to be a
part of this great event.” Aoun added. “Fadia Survive
and Thrive Association is proud on its turn of today’s
participants from all members of the society and cancer
stakeholders. What it takes to believe that we all can
change the status quo of current cancer situation is
basically to fight together with science and knowledge.”
Said Dr Rania Azmi, President of Fadia Survive and
Thrive Association.

It is also worthy to note that Kuwait Marriott Hotels
have held another awareness session on October 23rd,
in cooperation with Dr Rania Azmi for their female
employees to educate them on the importance of eating
healthy to prevent cancer, as well as the importance of a
balanced quality of life and key indicators for them to
look out for.
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Kuwait Hotels Company, the parent company of
Safir Hotels and Resorts, and real estate devel-
opment company Tatwir Al-Hayat are in the

process of signing a hotel management agreement.
Tatwir Al-Hayat is planning to build the tallest hotel
development outside Kuwait City, with a scheduled
opening in 2020. The hotel component will comprise
of at least 220 rooms and will be located in the Abu
Halifa area, along the coastal line south of Fintas, over-
looking the Arabian Gulf.

Safir Hotels and Resorts is excited to announce the
future cooperation with Tatwir Al-Hayat, as it is work-
ing to strengthen its position as a national and region-
al hotel operator. Safir’s COO Patrick de Groot met
with Tatwir Chairman Rajeh Al-Ajmy to discuss the
broad outlook of the development project. The hotel
component is part of a mixed-use development on a
4,771 square meter plot, which will include restau-
rants, commercial retail space and potentially also
offices. In the coming months, the development team
of Safir Hotels and Resorts will be working closely
with the appointed Design Consultant to work out the
optimum product mix and finer details of the project. 

De Groot said: “in recent meetings with Rajeh Al-
Ajmy and his brother Turki Al-Ajmy, we were able to
agree not only on commercial terms, but, more impor-
tantly, also on how we can best work together as busi-
ness partners on this project. It’s a great opportunity
to share our operational and development know-how
with regards to hotels at this early stage of the devel-
opment.”

Safir Hotels and Resorts’ Chief Operating Officer
Patrick de Groot, who recently joined the management
team to drive the implementation of several exciting
strategic initiatives deployed by the company, is excit-
ed about the opportunity. “In recent months we have
completed the re-articulation of our upscale hotel
concept, which we intend to implement across some of
our existing hotels.  In addition, we are working with
Concept Developers (MerakiandModus, Dubai) on
the development of a trend-provoking, midscale hotel
concept. Our cooperation with Tatwir Al-Hayat will
allow us to introduce one of these concepts to the
Kuwait market in the years to come,” says De Groot.
“Coming up with just the right product mix will be
crucial to the future success of this project,” he adds. 
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End-of-Life Care

Patients with life-threatening illnesses are entitled
to a quality of life to the end, and a peaceful, dig-
nified, and pain-free death. Join local photojour-

nalist Claudia Farkas Al-Rashoud, who will discuss pal-
liative (end-of-life) care from a personal point of view.
Both her parents passed away in Kuwait and both
greatly benefitted from palliative care. Come and learn
about the excellent services provided free of charge to
all nationalities. Sunday, November 5, 2017 at 7:00 pm.
Contact address: Villa No 67, Street 413, Block 4,
Shuhada Area, Kuwait.

The 47th Palestinian Heritage Exhibition is set to take
place starting from the 6th to the 9th of November
2017 at the Women’s Cultural and Social Society in

Khaldiya. The event is organized by the Palestinian
Culture Center as part of the Palestinian cultural week of
the National Council for Culture, Arts and Letters
(NCCAL). NCCAL Secretary General Ali Al-Youha is set
to attend the opening of the event. The exhibition will be
open to the public from 10:00 am to 1:30 pm, and from
4:30 pm to 8:30 pm, and entrance is free of charge.

Palestinian Heritage
Exhibition next week


