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PARIS: Layvin Kurzawa enjoyed stealing the headlines
from Neymar and co as he walked away with the match
ball after scoring a second-half hat-trick in Paris Saint-
Germain’s 5-0 Champions League demolition of
Anderlecht on Tuesday.

Kurzawa, a left-back, scored three times in the space of
26 minutes after the break at the Parc des Princes as PSG
ran away with the game following first-half strikes from
Marco Verratti and Neymar.

A fourth big victory in as many games in the competi-
tion, coupled with Bayern Munich’s 2-1 win away to Celtic,
allowed the big-spending French giants to secure qualifi-
cation from Group B with two games still to play. “This
hat-trick gives me a huge amount of pleasure. It’s the first
hat-trick of my professional career. We’re all enjoying our-
selves on the pitch and we’re giving our supporters lots of
joy as well,” said Kurzawa
after the game. The 25-year-
old French international full-
back had scored just once
this season coming into the
match and had never found
the net in the Champions
League proper prior to
Tuesday’s match.

And the former Monaco
player is just the second PSG
player to score a hat-trick in
the competition, following
Zlatan Ibrahimovic, who net-
ted four times in a game
against Anderlecht in 2013. “Everyone can be happy
tonight-we’ve won 5-0 and played really well in front of
our fans. We need to continue like this,” Kurzawa told
beIN Sports. “The hat-trick is thanks to my teammates. I
am delighted and the goals will give me confidence.”

Apart from the rarity of a defender scoring three times

in a game, PSG fans packed into the Parc des Princes
could also enjoy a rare goal from Verratti and a less rare
effort from Neymar.

The world’s most expensive player scored in stunning
fashion just before half-time and now has 11 goals in 12
appearances for the French club since arriving from
Barcelona.

‘SIMPLY THE BEST’ 
PSG have scored 17 goals and conceded none in the

competition so far and are through to the knockout rounds
for the sixth season running as they aim to erase the memo-
ry of their humiliating defeat to Barcelona in the last 16 last
season. But they are just three points clear of Bayern so are
yet to secure first place with a home game against Celtic
and a trip to Munich still to come. “We are happy. The team

kept going for 90 minutes and
the supporters also enjoyed
themselves, but we know we
still have a long way to go,”
said coach Unai Emery.

“Our objective in this
group is to finish first and we
still have work to do against
Celtic here and Bayern to get
there.” In stark contrast to
PSG, Anderlecht have lost all
four group games and have
failed to score a goal, with this
defeat following a 4-0 loss at
home to the French side two

weeks ago. They will go no further in the Champions
League and will need an enormous turnaround just to pip
Celtic to third place and the Europa League spot. “If the
final were tomorrow I think they would win it,” the Belgian
club’s coach Hein Vanhaezebrouck said of PSG. “Right now
they are quite simply the best team in Europe.” — AFP
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MANCHESTER: Manchester United manager Jose
Mourinho defended his decision not to allow misfiring
striker Romelu Lukaku to take a penalty during his
side’s 2-0 Champions League win over Benfica.

Lukaku made a blistering start to his United career
after joining from Everton, scoring 11 goals in his first
10 games, but has now gone six matches without find-
ing the net. Mourinho made a point of defending
Lukaku after Saturday’s 1-0 win over Tottenham
Hotspur, but when United won a second-half penalty
against Benfica on Tuesday, he instructed Daley Blind
to take it.

“I don’t understand why everyone asks me the
same (question),” Mourinho said when asked about his
decision in his post-match press conference at Old
Trafford. “I’m paid to take decisions, good or bad. In
the first half, the decision was bad because the player
I chose to take the penalty (Anthony Martial) missed.

“In the second half I made another decision and I
don’t see the drama. The penalty taker for this match
was Martial. He took in the first half and missed. “He
was not even on the pitch when the second one was
(awarded). And then I have to make a decision.
Romelu wants to take and had the personality to take
the responsibility. (Ander) Herrera the same.

“But my decision, based on what we did in training
in the past couple of days, was Blind. The players
respected my decision. That’s it, end of story.”

Martial’s 15th-minute penalty was turned behind by
Benfica goalkeeper Mile Svilar after Douglas had been
penalised for handball. But Svilar, who had carried
Marcus Rashford’s free-kick into his own net to gift
United victory in the reverse fixture, proved Benfica’s
fall guy again when Nemanja Matic’s strike hit the
post and bounced into the net off his arm.

Blind settled matters in the 78th minute by drilling a
penalty down the middle of the goal following a foul
on Rashford by Andreas Samaris.

Mourinho had reacted to Saturday’s win over
Tottenham by performing a shushing gesture and after
Blind scored he clacked his fingers together to appar-
ently signify chatter. Asked to explain the gesture, he
replied: “I don’t remember.”

HAPLESS SVILAR
United’s fourth successive Group A victory left

them six points clear, but CSKA Moscow’s 2-1 win at
Basel means Mourinho’s men require one point from
their last two fixtures to rubberstamp a last 16 berth.

Mourinho played down the importance of finishing
top of the group, which theoretically guarantees a
kinder draw in the next round. Yet with United having
graced the tournament only once in the previous three
seasons, he would like to see his team win all six of
their group matches.

“Sometimes a team finishes first and gets an
extremely difficult draw,” he said. “Other times you
finish second and you are so lucky to get some team
that nobody expected to finish first.

“We want to win the maximum possible points. I
also know we haven’t qualified yet. We are going to
try to win the next two matches and finish with 18
points. “The last time Manchester United was in the
Champions League (in 2015-16), they finished third
and went out. So the year we return, it would be nice
to do 18 points.”

Benfica head coach Rui Vitoria defended 18-year-
old Svilar after his second hapless moment against
United in as many weeks. “Svilar is still a junior. He’s
still 18 years old,” said Vitoria. “He did a lot. In today’s
match he showed what he’s capable of. We know what
Svilar is capable of and he played well.”—  AFP
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SCOREBOARD

India
R. Sharma c Latham b Boult 80
S. Dhawan c Latham b Sodhi 80
H. Pandya c Latham b Sodhi 0
V. Kohli not out 26
M.S. Dhoni not out 7
Extras (b5, lb1, nb2, w1) 9
Total (3 wickets; 20 overs) 202
Fall of wickets: 1-158 (Dhawan), 2-158 (Pandya), 3-185 (Sharma)
Did not bat: S. Iyer, A. Patel, B. Kumar, A. Nehra, J. Bumrah, Y.
Chahal
Bowling: Santner 4-0-30-0, Boult 4-0-49-1, Southee 4-0-44-0
(w1), Grandhomme 3-0-34-0, Sodhi 4-0-25-2, Munro 1-0-14-0

New Zealand (target 203)
M. Guptill c Pandya b Chahal 4
C. Munro b Kumar 7

K. Williamsonc Dhoni b Pandya 28
T. Latham st Dhoni b Chahal 39
T. Bruce c Sharma b Patel 10
C. de Grandhomme c Dhawan b Patel 0
H. Nicholls run out (Kohli) 6
M. Santner not out 27
T. Southee c Dhoni b Bumrah 8
I. Sodhi not out 11
Extras (lb3, nb1, w5) 9
Total (8 wickets, 20 overs) 149
Fall of wickets: 1-6 (Guptill), 2-18 (Munro), 3-54 (Williamson), 4-83
(Bruce), 5-84 (de Grandhomme), 6-94 (Nicholls), 7-99 (Latham), 8-
111 (Southee)
Did not bat: T. Boult
Bowling: Nehra 4-0-29-0 (w3), Chahal 4-0-26-2, Kumar 3-0-23-1,
Bumrah 4-0-37-1 (w2), Patel 4-0-20-2, Pandya 1-0-11-1.
Result: India beat New Zealand by 53 runs.

NEW DELHI: Final scoreboard of the first Twenty20 international between India and New Zealand in New Delhi yesterday:

ATHENS: Barcelona’s seemingly inevitable passage to
the Champions League last 16 was postponed by a
determined Olympiakos Piraeus side on Tuesday as the
Greek champions held the Spanish giants to a 0-0 draw
in an absorbing Group D clash.

Ernesto Valverde’s in-form Barca team enjoyed the
lion’s share of possession and chances in an often fre-
netic, open match at the Georgios Karaiskakis stadium
but the La Liga club could not find a way past goal-
keeper Silvio Proto.

The Belgian made several fine saves, especially in the
first half, to deny a somewhat subdued Lionel Messi
and Luis Suarez in a pulsating atmosphere generated
by the boisterous home fans.

Barcelona are top of the section with 10 points, hav-
ing extended their unbeaten run in all competitions to
15 matches with 13 wins and two draws. It was the first
Champions League point in four matches for Takis
Lemonis’ Olympiakos team who are also struggling in
the Greek SuperLeague as Barca were held to a goal-
less draw for the first time since April.

Valverde, who won three league titles as Olympiakos
coach in two spells at the club between 2008 and 2012,
was given a rousing welcome by the home fans who
held up a giant banner which read “Ernesto thanks for
everything”.

FAST START
Barca started at breakneck speed with right back

Nelson Semedo racing clear and forcing a fine low save
from Proto. Olympiakos, with midfielder Kostas
Fortounis in a lone striking role, were pushed back in
the early stages but the Greece international looked
lively when he broke forward.

Barca came close to scoring in the 20th minute when
Messi struck a shot that was parried clumsily for a cor-
ner by Proto. His strike partner Suarez missed Barca’s
best chance of the half three minutes later, sending a

low shot into the side-netting with the outside of his
right boot from a tight angle.

Messi’s first real run at the defence came in the 28th
when the Argentine raced through a flurry of bodies
into the box before his shot was saved by Proto’s out-
stretched left boot.

Messi then had a shot blocked before seeing his
curling free-kick, won by Suarez, beaten away by
Proto. Fortounis should have done much better from
Alaixys Romao’s lobbed pass on the counter but
volleyed straight at Marc-Andre ter Stegan who gath-
ered it comfortably.

The visitors forged their best chance just after the
hour but Messi uncharacteristically scuffed a poor first-
time effort wide after a neat one-two with Suarez.
Barca exerted more pressure as the second half wore
on but had little to show for their efforts apart from a
couple of blocked and wayward shots by a below-par
Suarez, who also lobbed an effort on to the top of the
bar with 10 minutes left.

Proto made two more stops to thwart Messi, one
from a free-kick and another from a powerful low shot,
to ensure Olympiakos secured a creditable draw
against their illustrious opponents. — Reuters

PARIS: Paris Saint-Germain’s Uruguayan forward Edinson Cavani (C) vies for the ball with Anderlecht’s Serbian
defender Ivan Obradovic (L) and Anderlecht’s Portuguese defender Josue Sa  during the UEFA Champions
League Group B football match. — AFP
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NEW DELHI: A record opening partnership between
Rohit Sharma and Shikhar Dhawan powered India to a
53-run win over New Zealand in the first Twenty20
international in New Delhi yesterday.

The pair put on 158 runs - India’s best for any wicket
- to take the hosts to 202-3 and then restricted the
Kiwis to 149-8 and take lead in the three-match series.
Notching up their maiden win over New Zealand in the
format, the Indian team gave a fitting farewell to veter-
an paceman Ashish Nehra, who called time on his play-
ing career.

Nehra, 38, who retired after an injury-plagued 18-
year-old career, went wicketless but was carried by his
teammates in a lap of honour at his home ground Feroz
Shah Kotla. But Dhawan, who hit a career-best 80, and
Sharma, who also made 80, stole the show. They sur-
passed the 136-run opening stand between Virender
Sehwag and Gautam Gambhir against England in the
2007 T20 World Cup.

Indian batsmen also benefited from a sloppy effort
by New Zealand fielders with Dhawan, on eight, and
Sharma, on 16, surviving dropped chances. Skipper
Virat Kohli also got a reprieve on eight before going on
to make an unbeaten 11-ball 26.

Leg-spinner Ish Sodhi claimed two wickets in an
over including Dhawan’s prized scalp but the damage
had already been done. While the left-handed Dhawan
smashed 10 fours and 2 sixes in his 52-ball knock,
Sharma also entertained the raucous home crowd dur-
ing his 55-ball stay.

In reply, the New Zealand innings could never take
off after losing their openers for just 18 runs inside four
overs. Martin Guptill, who scored four, fell to leg-spin-
ner Yuzvendra Chahal while Colin Munro was bowled
for seven by a superb yorker from fast bowler
Bhuvneshwar Kumar.

Skipper Kane Williamson tried to revive the innings
with his 24-ball 28 but Hardik Pandya got him caught
behind to spell trouble for the visitors.

Left-arm spinner Axar Patel struck twice in an over
to send back Tom Bruce and Colin De Grandhomme as
the wheels came off the Kiwi chase. Tom Latham top-
scored with a valiant 39 before becoming Chahal’s sec-
ond victim. The second T20 is scheduled on Saturday in
Rajkot.  — AFP
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NEW DELHI: Indian cricket team players carry their teammate Ashish Nehra during the first T20 cricket match
between New Zealand and India at Feroz Shah Kotla Cricket Stadium in New Delhi. — AFP


