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MILWAUKEE: Paul George scored 20 points, and the
Oklahoma City Thunder dominated the paint during a
16-0 run to take control early in a 110-91 win over the
Milwaukee Bucks on Tuesday night. Russell Westbrook
had 12 points, 10 rebounds and nine assists, while
Carmelo Anthony scored eight of his 17 points in the
pivotal first quarter. Oklahoma City went from down
four to a 20-8 lead on George’s jumper with 4:16 left in
the first.  It was essentially over from there, especially
with the way Westbrook kept finding driving lanes. The
reigning MVP dished off to Steven Adams in the paint
when he wasn’t taking it to the hoop himself. Adams fin-
ished with 14 points and 11 rebounds. Jerami Grant
added 17 points off the bench for the Thunder.
Milwaukee’s Giannis Antetokounmpo had 28 points on

9-of-14 shooting. But the NBA’s scoring leader spent
much of the first quarter on the bench with two fouls,
and the Bucks struggled from the 3-point line, opening
1 of 14.

PACERS 101, KINGS 83
Bojan Bogdanovic scored 17 points to lead a bal-

anced Indiana offense and help the Pacers to a rout of
the Kings. The Pacers (4-3) scored the first nine points
and built a 55-30 lead at the half. Indiana second-year
forward Domantas Sabonis, coming off a personal-best
22 points and 12 rebounds on Sunday, had a double-
double in the first half with 10 points and 12 rebounds.
He finished with a career-high 16 rebounds in addition
to 12 points and five assists. Rookie guard De’Aaron
Fox led the Kings (1-6) off the bench with 18 points.

SUNS 122, NETS 114
Devin Booker scored 32 points, Mike James added 24

and the Suns rallied in the fourth quarter to beat the

Nets. T.J. Warren scored 14 of his 20 points during the
final period for the Suns, who squandered an 18-point
lead in the third quarter when Brooklyn went on a 17-0
run. Phoenix seemed out of it after Ronda Hollis-
Jefferson’s basket gave Brooklyn a 106-98 lead with 6:35
left in the fourth.But the Suns, who lost a tough one at
Portland on Saturday, quickly answered with a 24-8 run
for their first win on their five-game road trip. D’Angelo
Russell scored 33 points and Hollis-Jefferson had 21 for
the Nets, who’ve lost three straight after beating the
Cleveland Cavaliers last Wednesday at home. Warren
and James combined on a 7-0 run that closed the lead to
106-101 with 6:15, forcing the Nets to call a timeout.
After a miss by the Nets, Warren tipped in Booker’s
failed layup to initiate a 9-0 run capped by Dragan
Bender’s 3-pointer that gave the Suns a 116-108 lead

with 2:03 left in the game.

LAKERS 113, PISTONS 93
Julius Randle scored 17 points, Lonzo Ball added 13 and

the Lakers beat the Pistons. Larry Nance Jr. had 14 points
and 12 rebounds for his third double-double for the Lakers,
who had lost the previous three games against the Pistons.
Brandon Ingram and Kentavious Caldwell-Pope each had 13
points. Tobias Harris and Reggie Jackson each had 18 points
for the Pistons, who were unable to sweep their three-game
California road trip. Andre Drummond had 10 points and 12
rebounds. Pistons head coach Stan Van Gundy was unsure
about how his team might handle the adulation associated
with a surprising 5-2 start, and those concerns proved to be
well-founded as the Lakers took a 58-45 halftime lead when
Brook Lopez hit a 3-pointer as the buzzer expired. — AP
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JOHANNESBURG: South African prosecutors tomor-
row will argue for Oscar Pistorius to be given a longer
jail sentence, saying the six years he is serving for
killing his girlfriend is “shockingly low”.  The National
Prosecution Authority will present its case to a one-
day hearing at the Supreme Court of Appeal in
Bloemfontein. Judges are expected to hand down their
ruling at a later date.

The Paralympic athlete shot dead Reeva Steenkamp
in the early hours of Valentine’s Day in 2013, when he
fired four times through the door of his bedroom toilet-
an act, he says, that came from mistaking her for a bur-
glar.  Pistorius was originally convicted of culpable
homicide-the equivalent of manslaughter-in 2014, but
the appeal court in Bloemfontein upgraded his convic-
tion to murder in 2015.

Pistorius, 30, who is being held at the Atteridgeville
Correctional Centre prison in Pretoria, will not be in
court tomorrow. “We believe the sentence is shockingly
low,” NPA spokesman Luvuyo Mfaku told AFP.

“The court has discretion to deviate from the mini-
mum sentence for murder of 15 years, after considering
the circumstances, but we say that you cannot go so far
below. “We cannot allow a situation where we create a
precedent for a person sentenced for murder. It is
inappropriate if you look at the gravity of the offence.”

Mfaku denied that the NPA was pursuing Pistorius
due to his fame.  “It is not personal, we are addressing
a principle here, we would have done this for anyone,”
he said.

‘PAY FOR HIS CRIME’ 
A spokesman for the Pistorius family was not imme-

diately available to comment, but his lawyers have pre-
viously said they accepted his current sentence. At his
sentencing last year, High Court judge Thokozile
Masipa listed mitigating factors, including the athlete’s
claim he believed he was shooting an intruder.

“He cannot be at peace. I’m of the view that a long
term of imprisonment will not serve justice,” Masipa
said. But Steenkamp’s father Barry told the court that
he wanted Pistorius to “pay for his crime”.

Members of the ruling African National Congress
(ANC) women’s league, who attended many court ses-
sions, have criticised the sentence for failing to send a
message against domestic violence in South Africa.
The year before he killed Steenkamp, Pistorius became
the first double-amputee to race at the Olympics when
he competed at the London 2012 games.

Previously a role model for disabled people world-
wide, he was released from jail in 2015 after serving
one year of a five-year term for culpable homicide.  He
returned behind bars after his conviction for murder.
Pistorius, who pleaded not guilty at his trial in 2014, has
always denied the accusation that he killed Steenkamp
while in a rage.  He has insisted that he was trying to
protect her.  In a television interview, he said he
believed an intruder was in the house and “instant fear”
drove him to grab his gun and walk on his stumps
towards the bathroom.—AFP
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MILWAUKEE: Milwaukee Bucks’ Giannis Antetokounmpo tries to drive while being
guarded by Oklahoma City Thunder’s Paul George during the first half of an NBA bas-
ketball game Tuesday. — AP

NBA results/standings

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

W L PCT GB     
Boston 5 2 .714 -      
Toronto 4 2 .667 0.5  
NY Knicks 3 3 .500 1.5  
Philadelphia 3 4 .429 2      
Brooklyn 3 5 .375 2.5  

Central Division
Detroit 5 3 .625 -      
Milwaukee 4 3 .571 0.5  
Indiana 4 3 .571 0.5  
Cleveland 3 4 .429 1.5  
Chicago 1 4 .200 2.5  

Southeast Division
Orlando 5 2 .714 -      
Washington 4 2 .667 0.5  
Charlotte 4 3 .571 1      
Miami 2 4 .333 2.5  
Atlanta 1 6 .143 4      

Western Conference
Northwest Division

Minnesota 4 3 .571 -      
Utah 4 3 .571 -      
Portland 4 3 .571 -      
Oklahoma City 4 3 .571 -      
Denver 3 4 .429 1      

Pacific Division
LA Clippers 4 2 .667 -      
Golden State 5 3 .625 -      
LA Lakers 3 4 .429 1.5  
Phoenix 3 4 .429 1.5  
Sacramento 1 6 .143 3.5  

Southwest Division
Memphis 5 2 .714 -      
Houston 5 3 .625 0.5  
San Antonio 4 3 .571 1      
New Orleans 3 4 .429 2      
Dallas 1 7 .125 4.5

LA Lakers 113, Detroit 93; Oklahoma City 110, Milwaukee 91;
Phoenix 122, Rooklyn 114; Indiana 101, Sacramento 83.   

ZHUHAI: Sloane Stephens was pum-
melled by Anastasija Sevastova at the
WTA Elite Trophy in Zhuhai yesterday,
her third successive defeat since winning
the US Open. The American, seeded
third in the tournament, was beaten by
the Latvian fifth seed in two straight sets
7-5, 6-3 in one hour and 28 minutes at
the Hengqin International Tennis Centre.

Stephens, 24, was a first-round loser
at the Wuhan Open and the China Open
in Beijing before pulling out of Hong
Kong, but insisted Monday she wasn’t
feeling under pressure. “I don’t think I
played terribly,” she said of yesterday’s
match.  “I was happy to be playing better
than my last matches, so that’s a good
thing.” French top seed Kristina
Mladenovic was also defeated yesterday
by Slovakia’s number one Magdalena
Rybarikova 7-5, 1-6, 7-6 (7/5), in a tight
match that saw Rybarikova squander six
match points before finally sealing her
victory. Twenty-four-year-old
Mladenovic, ranked at a career-high

number 10, still has a chance to qualify
for the semis but Rybarikova was con-
firmed out late Wednesday given the
round robin format. “(There were) ups
and downs from my side, but... there’s a
lot of things to take out from this match,
lots of positives,” Mladenovic told jour-
nalists.  But her first-match loss in Zhuhai
also follows a recent poor run, including
an upset by Croatian Jana Fett at the
Japan Women’s Open in September,
where she was again top seed.

Earlier in the season she reached the
semi-finals at Indian Wells-a result
which saw her break into the world top
20 for the first time, temporarily overtak-
ing Caroline Garcia as French number
one.  “(It was) a pretty unique season,”
she said.

“The second part is dramatic, is terri-
ble. The first part is also dramatic but in
a positive way.” Despite “the tricky jour-
ney”, the French number two said she
had improved a lot. Separately, the tour-
nament’s youngest player and ninth seed
Ashleigh Barty cruised to victory over
Russian Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova in just
one hour and 11 minutes, firing nine aces
for a 6-4, 6-1 triumph.  The 21-year-old,
who began the year ranked outside the
top 300, made the final in Wuhan and
recently became Australia’s top player.
“I feel like I’m playing really well this
whole year,” she told media, adding that

she wants to finish “strong”. Today she
faces German Angelique Kerber who she
met in Brisbane at the start of the sea-
son. Kerber, then world number one, sur-
vived a big scare from the Australian

wildcard entry.
“I think I’m in a bit of a different posi-

tion than I was in January when we
played against each other,” Barty, now
ranked 20 in the world, said. — AFP
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ZHUHAI: Sloane Stephens of the United States hits a return
against Anastasija Sevastova of Latvia during their women’s
singles match at the Zhuhai Elite Trophy tennis tournament in
Zhuhai. — AFP

PARIS: Fourth seed Alexander Zverev
was dumped out of the Paris Masters
yesterday by Dutchman Robin Haase in
a 3-6, 6-2, 6-2 second-round defeat.
The 20-year-old German lost his com-
posure after easing through the first set,
as his bid for a third Masters title of the
season was abruptly ended at Bercy
Arena.

It was the world number 43 Haase’s
first-ever win over a top-five player.
Zverev will next play at the World Tour
Finals in London later this month, while
Haase goes on to a last-16 tie against
either Joao Sousa or 13th seed Juan
Martin del Potro.

Zverev was put under pressure from
the off as he was forced to save four
break points in the opening game, but
he broke in game four and served out to
take a one-set lead. The unseeded Haase
started to mix up his game well at the
start of the second set, though, and
reeled off three straight games as

Zverev became frustrated.
The 30-year-old continued to send

winners past his opponent and broke
serve again to force a decider. Zverev,
the youngest player to break into the
world’s top five since Novak Djokovic
10 years ago, continued to struggle to
make any impact on the Haase serve as
he fell 3-2 behind in the third set.

Haase grabbed the crucial break with
a stroke of luck from a net cord, before
completing one of the biggest victories
of his career with a run of four games on
the spin.

Home hope Lucas Pouille kept his
slim hopes of qualifying for the World
Tour Finals alive by seeing off Spaniard
Feliciano Lopez 6-3, 6-4.  The 17th seed
needs to at least reach the final at Bercy
to stand a chance of taking one of the
final two places for the year-ending
eight-man event, but he was handed a
boost when given Roger Federer’s place
in the draw after the Swiss second
seed’s withdrawal.

American John Isner, who lost in last
year’s final to Andy Murray, battled to a
7-6 (7/2), 6-7 (11/13) 6-3 victory over
Argentinian Diego Schwartzman.  The
ninth seed saw three match points come
and go in a marathon second-set tie-
break, but held his nerve to set up a
third-round meeting with either Richard

Gasquet or Grigor Dimitrov. Sixteen-
time Grand Slam champion Rafael Nadal
can become the oldest year-end world

number one in history later on
Wednesday with a win over South
Korean youngster Hyeon Chung. —AFP
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PARIS: Alexander Zverev of Germany returns the ball to Robin
Haase of the Netherlands during the Paris Masters tennis tour-
nament at the Bercy Arena in Paris yesterday. — AP
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