
NEW YORK: Mika Zibanejad got the tiebreaking goal
with 5:39 left and the New York Rangers scored four in
the third period to rally for a 6-4 victory over the
expansion Vegas Golden Knights on Tuesday night.
Jimmy Vesey, Mats Zuccarello, Chris Kreider, Pavel
Buchnevich and Michael Grabner scored for the
Rangers, and Henrik Lundqvist made 30 saves.
Zibanejad also had assists on the first two goals in the
third, helping the Rangers win for the third time in sev-
en games (3-2-2). Reilly Smith scored twice, Oscar
Lindberg got a goal against his former team and David
Perron converted a penalty shot for Vegas, which has
lost consecutive games after winning five straight.

Maxime Lagace, the fourth goalie used by the Golden
Knights this season, stopped 32 shots in his first NHL
start.

JETS 2, WILD 1
Connor Hellebuyck made 28 saves, and Nikolaj

Ehlers and Kyle Connor scored in Winnipeg’s win over
Minnesota. Ehlers scored his team-leading seventh goal
and Connor added his second for the Jets, who are 6-1-
1 since an 0-2 start to the season. Wild rookie Luke
Kunin scored his second goal and Alex Stalock stopped
17 shots for Minnesota, which had won three of four.
The Wild were 0 for 5 on the power play.

RED WINGS 5, COYOTES 3
Anthony Mantha scored his team-leading fifth goal

and Dylan Larkin added a goal and an assist as Detroit
beat Arizona. Knowing the Coyotes (1-11-1) had played
the night before in Philadelphia, where they won in
overtime for their first victory of the season, the Red

Wings applied pressure at the outset. They fired the
first eight shots on goal and scored twice before the
game was three minutes old. Gustav Nyquist and Luke
Glendening had early goals for Detroit. Darren Helm
added a late empty-netter. Jason Demers, Nick Cousins
and Clayton Keller scored for the Coyotes. — AP
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COLOMBO: All-rounder Angelo Mathews has been declared fit and available
for Sri Lanka’s tour of India later this month as the islanders strive to end
their limited-overs woes against their formidable neighbours. Former captain
Mathews missed the two-test series against Pakistan in the United Arab
Emirates with a calf injury, the latest setback in the injury-plagued career of
the 30-year-old. “Angelo and Kusal Janith (Perera) have both recovered and
they will be considered for selection for the Indian series,” Sri
Lanka Cricket (SLC) chief executive Ashley De Silva was
quoted as saying by ESPNcricinfo (www.espncricinfo.com).
“Asela Gunaratne is fit as well,” he added. Sri Lanka regis-
tered a rare test series victory in the UAE but have lost their
last 16 limited-overs matches, including one-day and
Twenty20 whitewashes at the hands of India and Pakistan.
“It’s pretty obvious what the mood will be like when you’ve lost
16 games,” interim coach Nic Pothas said. —Reuters

LONDON: West Ham United must learn to hold onto a lead if they are
to climb up the Premier League standings, club captain Mark Noble
said ahead of Saturday’s clash with Liverpool. Slaven Bilic’s side have
recorded two wins in their opening 10 league games of the season and
currently sit a point above the relegation zone in 16th place. They have

lost five points from winning positions, allowing
Southampton, Burnley and most recently Crystal Palace to
score late goals, and Noble said such results could cost
them in the long run. “You can’t make mistakes like we
made at Crystal Palace in the Premier League and expect to

win matches, so we really need to learn how to hold onto
a lead because we’re really shooting ourselves in the

foot,” the 30-year-old midfielder told the club’s
website (www.whufc.com). —Reuters

CARDIFF: Centre Scott Williams has been recalled to the Wales
squad for their autumn international series after Tyler Morgan was
ruled out with an ankle injury. Williams, who has 48 caps but was sur-
prisingly left out of coach Warren Gatland’s initial squad, joined up
with the team on Wednesday, Wales Rugby Union has confirmed.
“Tyler Morgan’s ankle injury sustained in the fixture for the Dragons
against the Ospreys last weekend will preclude him from taking any
part of the Under Armour Series, with this in mind he will continue his
management at his Region,” WRU said in a press release. Williams’
omission from the original squad raised a number of eyebrows as he
paid the price for a below-par performance against Samoa in the
June international series. Wales host Australia in Cardiff on Nov. 11,
with home matches against Georgia, New Zealand and South Africa
to follow on consecutive Saturdays thereafter. — Reuters
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KUWAIT: Keeping in line with its social responsibility
strategy to boost the sports sector and long standing
customs in Kuwait, Burgan Bank announced yesterday its
elite sponsorship of the Kuwait National Arabian Horse
Festival 2017. The Egyptian Arabian Horse Competition
will take place from 17th- 18th of November 2017, and
the 6th National Arabian Horse Competition will take
place from 30th of November till 2nd of December 2017.

Annually organised by Bait Al Arab, under the
umbrella of Al Diwan Al Amiri, the event is held under
the patronage of HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. Bait Al Arab is an educa-
tional and equine oasis supported by the state and
breeders of Kuwait. The championships will be held at
the facility of Bait Al Arab, the official State Stud dedi-
cated to the breeding of purebred Arabian horses. 

The 6th National Championship will be supervised
by ECAHO - European Conference of Arab Horse
Organizations - the official body responsible for man-
aging similar local and international tournaments. The
Kuwait National Arabian Horse Festival receives interest
from a large number of enthusiasts of Arabian horses
and is widely known for its active participation by Arab
horse breeders both locally and regionally. 

Burgan Bank’s determined support stems from its
commitment to promote positive initiatives that encour-
age the preservation of local heritage and also position
Kuwait as a leading hub for world-class sporting events.
Playing its part in maintaining Arabian horse-breeding
through years of sponsorship, the Bank aims to spread
awareness on Arab cultural activities and values
throughout the society as a whole. 
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Red Wings start fast, beat Coyotes 

CLEVELAND: Tim Hardaway Jr #3 of the New York Knicks looks for a pass while under pressure from JR Smith
#5 of the Cleveland Cavaliers during the second half at Quicken Loans Arena in Cleveland, Ohio. — AFP

NHL results/standings

Western Conference
Central Division

W L OTL GF GA PTS
St. Louis 10 2 1 44 30 21
Winnipeg 6 3 2 33 32 14
Dallas 7 5 0 34 33 14
Colorado 6 5 0 34 34 12
Nashville 5 4 2 27 31 12
Chicago 5 5 2 38 34 12
Minnesota 4 4 2 31 30 10

Pacific Division
Los Angeles 9 2 1 40 24 19
Las Vegas 8 3 0   41 31 16
Vancouver 6 3 2 31 27 14
Anaheim 6 4 1 35 33 13
San Jose 6 5 0 30 28 12
Calgary 6 6 0 28 33 12
Edmonton 3 6 1 22 33 7
Arizona 1 11 1 33 56 3

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

Tampa Bay 10 2 1 53 36 21
Ottawa 5 2 5 44 41 15
Toronto 7 5 0 47 43 14
Detroit 6 6 1 37 38 13
Boston 4 3 3 30 33 11
Florida 4 6 1 40 44 9
Montreal 4 7 1 31 45 9
Buffalo 3 7 2 29 44 8

Metropolitan Division
New Jersey 8 2 0 40 31 16
Columbus 8 4 0 37 30 16
NY Islanders 7 4 1 45 38 15
Pittsburgh 7 5 1 36 50 15
Philadelphia 6 5 1 41 35 13
Washington 5 6 1 36 41 11
Carolina 4 4 2 28 30 10
NY Rangers 4 7 2 40 47 10
Note: Overtime losses (OTL) are worth one point in the standings
and are not included in the loss column (L) 

Winnipeg 2, Minnesota 1; Detroit 5, Arizona 3; NY Rangers 6, Las
Vegas 4.
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LONDON: Red Bull expect to remain the Formula One
benchmark for Renault next season despite McLaren
switching from Honda to the French manufacturer’s
engines, according to team principal Christian Horner.

Red Bull have won three races this season, including
Dutch youngster Max Verstappen’s victory in last Sunday’s
Mexican Grand Prix, while former champions McLaren
last tasted victory in 2012. Renault’s own works team are
currently seventh in the 10 team constructors’ champi-
onship with two races remaining while McLaren are ninth.

“McLaren’s a great team with strong drivers and we
look forward to competing with them on (the) track,”
Horner, whose team won both titles for four years in a row
between 2010 and 2013, told Reuters at the weekend.
“We’ve made great progress in the second half of this year

and obviously our target and objective is to carry that
momentum through into 2018. They (Renault) have a
benchmark in Red Bull,” he added. Renault and McLaren
share oil and fuel partners in BP while Red Bull are with
ExxonMobil, the company that sponsored McLaren for 21
years until they left for Red Bull at the end of last year.

That synergy could work to the advantage of McLaren,
with Red Bull coming close to a split from Renault at the
end of 2015 and their engine now branded as a Tag Heuer-
another former McLaren partner. There is also lingering
uncertainty about what engines Red Bull will be using
after 2018, with media reports in September suggesting
Renault no longer wanted to supply the team beyond then.

Both sides have dismissed that as speculation.
McLaren, meanwhile, are committed to using the French
engines until 2020 after ending their failed partnership
with Honda-who will be making the switch from Renault to
Red Bull’s Toro Rosso team.

SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTION
ExxonMobil’s global sponsorship manager Kai Decker

said his company relished the challenge of competition
between Renault-powered teams and against its former
partners while Horner said fuel developments had con-
tributed significantly to this year’s performance.

“We’ve had Esso Synergy upgrades this year that have
enabled us to compete with Mercedes and beat them,” he
said. “It’s not insignificant. It is absolutely noticeable and
putting performance on the car.”

He gave no exact figures but Red Bull’s chief engineer
Paul Monaghan said in Malaysia last month, a race also
won by Verstappen, that the fuel upgrade had been worth
a grid position. Red Bull also have top designer Adrian
Newey, whose cars also won titles for McLaren, as a prize
asset and Horner said he would continue to split his time
between Formula One and other projects with title sponsor
Aston Martin.

“We’ve got pretty much regulation stability so the les-
sons we take out of RB13 (the current car) will go into 14,”
said Horner. “Obviously we’re hopeful that on the engine
side performance and reliability improve over the winter
and they are fundamental aspects for us. I think we’ve
demonstrated that we’ve got a really competitive chassis.”

Since the August break, Red Bull have scored more
points (156) than Ferrari (137), who have won four races
this year and are second to champions Mercedes.

“If we can take these learnings into next year’s car then
hopefully we can start on a stronger footing than the sec-
ond or so that we were off in Melbourne at the start of the
year,” added Horner. — Reuters
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LONDON: Turning Britain into a top-five Olympic
nation in skiing and snowboarding might appear about
as realistic as climbing the Eiger in a pair of plimsolls,
but that is the target Dan Hunt has set himself.

It  is  unl ikely to happen at next year’s Winter
Olympics in Pyeongchang but Hunt does not have much
time for the naysayers who laugh off the prospects of a
nation without any Alpine DNA.

For good reason too. Hunt, who became performance
director of British Ski and Snowboard (BSS) a year ago,
has previous when it comes to mocking conventional
wisdom. When he joined British Cycling in 2005, then
performance director Dave Brailsford put him in charge
of a women’s endurance squad used to making up the
numbers.

Hunt, who had no expertise in cycling, applied his
background in exercise science and physiology to such
great effect that Rebecca Romero and Wendy

Houvenaghel won gold and silver in the individual pur-
suit in Beijing in 2008.

Now he believes Britain’s skiers and snowboarders can
make a similar jump from also-rans to medal winners.
“We’ve set out to become a top-five nation,” Hunt said in
an interview at a media day for Britain’s Pyeongchang
hopefuls at Hemel Hempstead’s Snow Centre. “As soon as
you say something like that, and I’ve done that a couple of
times so I know what’s going to happen, you get 33 per-
cent of the team saying ‘yeah
that’s what we want, want to
start winning, we want ambi-
tion’. “Then you have the
“that will never happen
brigade”. They think just
because it hasn’t been done
means it can’t be done.
“When we said at British
Cycling that we wanted to
have a Tour de France cham-
pion by 2013 the room burst
into laughter.

“Then you have the mid-
dle group who will take a step to the left or right
depending on how it’s going to pan out. That’s why you
have to deliver what you said you were going to deliver.”
Hunt’s second Olympics as a cycling coach was London
2012 where the hosts won 12 medals, after which he
joined Team Sky as Sporting Director, before being
poached by the Premier League to run its Elite Player

Performance Plan. “It’s been an interesting journey for
me,” Hunt, now responsible for all the snow disciplines-
including Alpine, cross-country, freestyle, snowboard
and ski jumping, said. “There are some fundamental
aspects of performance that are very similar across all
sports. You take good leadership, good coaching and
strap that around a very defensible performance plan.
You need a clear vision and strategy.” Britain won it’s
first ever Olympic medal on snow when Jenny Jones

came third in the snowboard
slopestyle in Sochi 2014.
Last year, the team earned
15 World Cup podiums
across the various disci-
pl ines and heading into
Pyeonchang there are realis-
tic medal hopes for the likes
of slalom skier Dave Ryding,
snowboarders Katie
Ormerod and Billy Morgan
and freestyle skiers James
Woods and Katie
Summerhayes.

Hunt said his first year in charge has been about “plug-
ging gaps” and while he does not expect a medal rush in
South Korea, he is confident the team can better Sochi.
“I’m not Harry Potter with a magic wand saying we are
suddenly going to be a competitive nation. But we have a
process in place. Pyeongchang is 100 days and I’m hop-
ing it will be our most successful Games.—Reuters
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