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ULVA: When tycoons in helicopters began landing on
Scotland’s Isle of Ulva, its five tenants feared their way of
life might be coming to an end. The remote island of pris-
tine beaches, lush hills and craggy coastlines was put on
the market this year after decades of ownership by an
aristocratic family.  Now the islanders are using a law
introduced last year by Scotland’s nationalist government
to suspend the sale and give themselves time to buy the
land, hoping a government fund will help them do so. 

“I think community ownership is the way forward,” said
Emma McKie, 33, who remembers a time when a thriving
farming community lived on the 12-kilometre long island
off Scotland’s west coast. They are facing a deadline of
June 2018 to buy the island off its “laird” Jamie Howard,
who put it up for sale for £4.25 million (4.77 million euros,
$5.60 million).

The glossy sales brochure for Ulva offered prospective
buyers the unique opportunity to own “one of the finest
private islands in northern Europe”, when it was first put
up for sale in July. Well-groomed tycoons with Russian
and Middle Eastern sounding accents began flying in for
viewings. McKie said islanders were concerned that any
outside buyer may remove the tenants and close off the
island. “If you have that kind of money, why would you
keep the island open to the public, why wouldn’t you keep

it for yourself?”, said McKie, who runs the island’s only
cafe with her sister-in-law Rebecca Munro.

The Land Reform Act passed by Scotland’s pro-inde-
pendence First Minister Nicola Sturgeon’s government
allows for the  sale of pri-
vate assets to be sus-
pended to give communi-
ty bodies the right to buy
the land. The £10 million
Scottish Land Fund gives
annual grants to worthy
projects and Ulva’s resi-
dents are hoping the fund
will go over its usual limit
of £1 million. The legisla-
tion has far-reaching
implications in a region
where half the land is
owned by just 500 peo-
ple, many of them absentee aristocratic landlords with cas-
tles and vast country estates.

From vibrant to derelict 
Ulva is an idyllic location with views of Ben More moun-

tain and the spectacular Eas Fors Waterfall on the neigh-

boring island of Mull. Visitors’ first port of call when step-
ping off the ferry from Mull is The Boathouse cafe. “My
husband’s family go back several centuries on Ulva,” said
Munro, 30, who is originally from Dumfries on the Scottish

mainland. “They would
have Christmas parties and
there were a lot more chil-
dren going to Ulva primary
school, so it was just a lot
more vibrant.”

The Boathouse attracts
around 5,000 visitors a
year. But empty cottages,
an abandoned church and
the disused Ulva Hostel
nearby are falling into dis-
repair. At its height Ulva
had a population of over
800 and its decline can be

traced back to the Highland Clearances, when landlords
conducted a wholesale eviction of Scottish farmers in the
18th century and turned their lands over to sheep grazing.
Thousands of Scots emigrated to the British colonies. One
of Ulva’s most famous sons is Lachlan Macquarie, a high-
profile colonial governor in Australia in the 19th century.

‘People come together’ 
Community purchase of land is not a new concept in

Scotland.  Residents of the Isle of Eigg, also near Mull, still
remember life under their playboy lairds before they did
their own form of a community buyout under previous leg-
islation in 1997. Motoring tycoon Keith Schellenberg sold
up in 1995, shortly after his Rolls Royce mysteriously
caught f ire, to a German artist cal led “Professor
Maruma”. He tried to turn the island into an artists’
retreat until the 60 or so islanders bought him out with
the help of an anonymous benefactor. The bulk of Eigg’s
buyout was provided by that benefactor and the rest was
raised through small donations from people all over the
world, a significant feat in the days before widespread
social media.

Eigg’s population has almost doubled since the buyout
and it now has its own renewable energy grid, fast internet,
and an annual music festival.  The eight-kilometer long
island continues to attract adventurous young souls keen
to make a life 30 kilometers from the Scottish
mainland.”The community is the reason that I am here,”
said Eigg’s newest resident Nan Fee, 33, who started
teaching in the island’s primary school in August. “It’s just
so powerful and people come together. It’s unlike any-
where I’ve ever been.”— AFP 

5 residents bid to buy Scottish island 
Russian, Middle Eastern tycoons eye island 

Putin visits Iran
for talks on Syria 
and nuclear deal
TEHRAN: Russian President Vladimir Putin met
Iran’s leadership yesterday in Tehran as the two
Damascus allies push a Syria peace plan and the
Kremlin offers its backing for a landmark nuclear
deal facing US opposition. Putin-on his first visit
to Tehran since 2015 - held talks with President
Hassan Rouhani, before he was due to meet
supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. The
Kremlin strongman will also take part in a three-
way summit with Rouhani and the leader of ex-
Soviet Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev aimed at bolstering
economic ties between their energy-rich nations.

Moscow said Syria will be a focus of Putin’s
visit, which comes after Russia, Iran and Turkey
pledged after negotiations in Kazakhstan on
Tuesday to bring the Syrian regime and its
opponents together for a “congress” to push
peace efforts. Russia and Iran, key military sup-
porters of President Bashar al-Assad, and
Turkey, which backs Syrian rebels, have organ-
ised a series of peace talks in the Kazakh capital
Astana this year, agreeing on the establishment
of “de-escalation” zones in various parts of the
war-torn country.

Yesterday’s talks will also focus on the 2015
Iran nuclear deal, which saw sanctions lifted in
exchange for limits on Tehran’s atomic program
and which is under pressure from US President
Donald Trump. Tehran signed the deal with six
countries including Russia and the United
States, but Trump last month refused to certify
the agreement, drawing criticism from Moscow
which slammed the US president’s “aggressive
and threatening rhetoric” against Iran.

Syria peace push  
Ahead of Putin’s arrival, Iran’s official IRNA

news agency reported Russia’s chief of staff
Valery Gerasimov flew into Tehran for talks with
his Iranian counterpart Mohammad Bagheri to
discuss “Syria...and the fight against terrorism.”
The military might of Moscow and Tehran in
Syria has helped prop up Assad’s forces and turn
the protracted conflict in his favor with a string
of key battlefield victories. Since the start of the
year Russia has looked to cement the gains from
its game-changing intervention by spearheading
the peace push at talks in Kazakhstan, position-
ing itself as a broker between key players Iran
and Turkey and largely bypassing the West. 

Up until now the focus has been on quelling the
violence on the ground and the three powers have
established four “de-escalation zones” around
rebel-held territory in the country. The zones were
initially credited for bringing about a significant
reduction in bloodshed, but international aid groups

say they are currently failing to curb the fighting.
Now Moscow seems keen on expanding its peace
drive in search of a political settlement and on
Thursday got Iran and Turkey to agree an initiative
for a “Congress of Syrian National Dialogue” that
aims to bring together some 33 delegations in the
Russian city of Sochi on November 18.

Opposition to US 
Putin and the Iranian leadership are also set to

find common cause in their fierce opposition to
Trump’s stance on the 2015 deal to curb Iran’s
nuclear ambitions. The US leader’s decision not
to certify the deal has been opposed by the other
international powers that signed off on it as they
insist the agreement is working. The lifting of the
sanctions under the nuclear deal has opened Iran
up for business and Russian firms are competing
to bolster their involvement in the country. —AFP

Using vehicles 
as weapons 
of terror in 
Europe, America 
NEW YORK: A pickup driver ploughed a
truck into cyclists and pedestrians in
New York on Tuesday, killing eight peo-
ple in the first deadly “act of terror” in the
city since September 11, 2001. Vehicles
have previously been used as weapons of
terror, often by supporters of the Islamic
State (IS) group, attacking nations in the
US-led coalition fighting the jihadists in
Iraq and Syria.

Barcelona’s Las Ramblas
On August 17, a driver deliberately runs

a van into crowds on Barcelona’s popular
Las Ramblas Boulevard, in what police say
is a “terrorist attack”. It is followed hours
later by a car attack in the seaside resort
town of Cambrils. Fifteen people are killed
in the carnage. All members of the terror
cell behind the attacks are either killed or
arrested by Spanish police.

Charlottesville
On August 12, at a far-right rally in

Charlottesville, Virginia, a 32-year-old woman
is killed and others injured when a car
rammed, deliberately according to eyewit-
nesses, into a crowd of counter-protesters. 

London targeted
On March 22, 2017, a 52-year-old

British convert to Islam, Khalid Masood,
mows down pedestrians on Westminster

Bridge near parliament and stabs a
policeman, killing five people and injuring
around 50 before being shot dead by
police. The attack is claimed by IS. On
June 3, the British capital is hit again
when three attackers strike pedestrians
with a van and go on a stabbing spree
wearing fake suicide vests in bars in the
London Bridge area. Eight people are
killed before the assailants are shot dead
by police. The attack is also claimed by
IS. On June 19, a van drives into a crowd
of Muslim worshippers near a mosque in
London’s Finsbury Park area. One man
dies and another 11 people are injured.  A
47-year-old man is arrested and charged
with terrorism-related murder and
attempted murder.

Nice attack, Champs-Elysees hit
On July 14, 2016, Mohamed Lahouaiej-

Bouhlel, a 31-year-old Tunisian, ploughs a
19-tonne truck into a Bastille Day crowd,
killing 86 people on the famous beachfront
avenue. IS later claims Bouhlel as one of its
followers. On June 19, 2017, Adam Dzaziri, a
31-year-old who had sworn allegiance to
the IS, is killed when he rams a car loaded
with guns and a gas canister into a police
van on Paris’s Champs-Elysees. No one else
is injured.  On August 19, 2017, a 36-year-
old Algerian man, named as Hamou B.,
drives a BMW into a group of soldiers out-
side a barracks in the western Paris suburb
of Levallois-Perret, injuring six. After a car
chase, police shoot and wound the suspect.

Stockholm shopping street
An April 7, 2017, a truck attack in the

Swedish capital kills five people, includ-
ing an 11-year-old Swedish girl, a Briton,
and one Belgian. Fifteen others are
injured. —AFP

ULVA, United Kingdom: Rebecca Munro, one of the residents of the Isle of Ulva, off Scotland’s west coast poses by the shore. —AFP 

The islanders 
taking on the 

tycoons 

TEHRAN: Russian President Vladimir Putin (left) meets with Iran’s
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei in Tehran yesterday. —AFP 


