
By A Saleh

KUWAIT: MP Al-Humaidi Al-Subaie criticized a decision made by
Minister of Public Works Abdul-Rahman Al-Mutawa to offer 14 dif-
ferent road maintenance contract tenders simultaneously, noting that
this action raises suspicions. The lawmaker demanded clarifications
from the minister amid speculations that the operation was done as
part of agreements made amongst various applying companies to
split the tenders without any form of competition, in order to reduce
the cost at the expense of public funds. Subaie said that he has filed
an inquiry on the matter.

Jleeb plots
Land plots in Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh will not be included in the

2017-2018 expropriation plans as no decisions have so far been
made, said Fahad Al-Sholah, the Finance Ministry’s assistant under-
secretary for the affairs of the department of expropriation for
public interest. The lands are being expropriated to be used in
housing projects.

Deadlock
Kuwait Oil Company (KOC) cancelled

plans to offer a tender for the first phase of
the Jurassic gas terminals’ project for pub-
lic bidding after a deadlock with Kuwait
Petroleum Corporation (KPC) concerning
the $3.6 billion worth project. Sources said
added that KOC will soon issue an official
announcement about the project’s cancel-
lation. The reason behind the cancellation
is not clear, but it is believed to be caused
by a disagreement between the oil ministry
and KPC, said the sources.

Salat Al-Istisqa
Following the tradition of Prophet Mohammad (PBUH) when rain-

fall is late or during droughts, the Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic
Affairs decided to perform prayers for rain (Salat Al-Istisqa) in 47
mosques around Kuwait at 10:30 am on Saturday. 
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Awqaf Ministry responds
to MP Ashour
By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs issued a statement
in response to MP Saleh Ashour’s comments in which he criticized the
ministry’s plans to offer rehabilitation programs to Kuwaitis returning
from fighting with the Islamic State (IS) group. The returnees will be
enrolled in rehabilitation programs only after the Interior Ministry takes
legal action against them, the Awqaf Ministry explained. It added that it
had a very clear attitude towards IS ever since the organization was
formed, and that it has incriminated all deeds and statements made by
the group. It also condemned all the crimes IS members have committed
against innocent people. The ministry added that it also issued a docu-
ment explaining Islam’s moderation, and which calls for rejecting vio-
lence and urges people not to travel to Iraq and Syria to fight with IS
insurgents. 

The ministry also explained that taking security measures in this case
are out of its jurisdiction, and that it only deals with ideologies in
attempts to rectify extremists’ beliefs through rehabilitation programs.
Further, the ministry explained that rehabilitation takes place in two
phases; first for those in prisons and the second deals with prisoners
after they are released. Adding that it had participated in rehabilitating
the ‘Peninsula Lions’ and Guantanamo Bay prison returnees through
special programs to help them fit back into the society.

Operations resume
at Kuwait ports after
dust storm subsides
KUWAIT: Regular operations at the Kuwaiti ports have
resumed after weather conditions improved across the
country, Kuwait Ports Authority (KPA) said yesterday.
Director of Operations at Shuwaikh Port Captain Bader
Al-Enezi said that the normal navigation to and from the
harbor resumed at 8:00 pm after activities were tem-
porarily suspended.

Although horizontal visibility has improved, the weath-
er remains unstable, thus vigilance is warranted, he said,
alluding to the receding dust storm that peaked through-
out the country on Tuesday, causing sea navigation to and
from the Kuwaiti ports to be halted.

Horizontal visibility dropped to less than 500 meters
on Tuesday. Air aviation was not affected with yesterday’s
storm. Kuwait often witnesses such storms, latest of which
was said to have come from neighboring Iraq. — KUNA

Cables thief
arrested at
Jamal Abdul
Nasser Road 
By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: The Interior Ministry’s
Relations and Security Information
Department said general security offi-
cers arrested an Arab man for stealing
copper cables from Jamal Abdul Nasser
Road. A police patrol noticed a man
removing cables from the ground. When
policemen approached him, he con-
fessed to stealing the cables and selling
them as copper prices are high. He was
sent to concerned authorities.

Traffic
The traffic department at Kuwait

International Airport issued 6,498 cita-
tions, while 68 vehicles were impounded
and five accidents were dealt with.

Fire
Fire broke out in a foam factory in

Dajeej, and Farwaniya, Jleeb, Mishref
and backup centers responded. Fire gut-
ted the entire warehouse, but the blaze
was put out without any injuries.

Crackdowns
Jahra municipality violations removal

department carried out a campaign
against shops encroaching on state
property and utilizing unlicensed areas.
Ten steel and concrete fences were

removed, besides two encroachments by
store owners. Meanwhile, Hawally
municipality announced that it carried
out a campaign against restaurants and
shops, which resulted in closing two
stores and issuing 62 citations, including
dealing in food before receiving a health
certificate, employing a worker without a
health certificate, roaming without a per-
mit and dealing in expired foodstuff.

Cross dressers arrested
Three Kuwaiti men face legal action

after patrolmen caught them dressed up
in women’s clothes and carrying purses
full of makeup in Abu Fateera.

Fight
Two women, Kuwaiti and Jordanian,

got into a fight at a five-star hotel. The
Jordanian woman claimed that she was
beaten up at the hotel by the citizen and
provided medical reports to support her
claims. Meanwhile, the citizen lodged a
complaint against the Jordanian woman.
Concerned authorities are investigating.

Smuggling
Airport customs officers foiled an

attempt to smuggle illicit tablets inside a
motorcycle engine. An Arab man con-
fessed of planning the smuggling with
people from Egypt. Customs detective
Rashid Al-Baraka received a tip about
the smuggling attempt, and the recipient
was arrested. 2,900 Tramadol tablets
were found.

Break in
A Syrian man who attempted to break

into a contracting office was caught by
pedestrians while attempting to escape
in Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh. He was sent to
Farwaniya detectives’ department for
questioning.

Firefighters tackle a blaze in a foam factory in Dajeej.


