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Orphaned, abandoned or abused: Croatia’s brown
bears that are unable to survive in the wild are
finding a new home in the country’s only sanctu-

ary for the furry natives. Up to 1,000 bears are estimated
to live in the southeastern European country, particularly
in the central forested areas of Gorski Kotar and Lika.
Although they are a protected species, Croatian authori-
ties allow the hunting of around 100 bears each year.

“Our goal was to provide refuge for cubs who lost
their mothers, were abandoned or due to any other rea-
son could not function alone in the wild,” said Ivan
Crnkovic-Pavenka, 71, who set up the sanctuary in 2002.
A cub found by children in a rain-swollen river was the
first resident of the shelter in the picturesque village of
Kuterevo, which sits in the foothills of the Velebit moun-
tain range in central Croatia.

Crnkovic-Pavenka says it can be a problem when peo-
ple take home cubs found in the wild-there is a period of
“cuddles with these velvety little creatures” but the bears
have to be killed when they start to bite and scratch.
Instead the animals at the sanctuary, all of them sterilized,
are divided by age into three open-air spaces totaling 2.5
hectares and surrounded by electric fencing. So far the
refuge has hosted 15 bears, some of whom were eventu-
ally re-released into the wild. Among them was Luka
Gora, who “used to climb a tree and spend the whole
night there whining”. Another female bear escaped with a
wild bear who, attracted by her scent, managed to enter
the shelter.

From neglect to new life 
There are currently nine resident bears, mostly named

after their human rescuers and the place where they were
found.  Six-year-old Mlada Gora, who likes to eat nuts
and sunflowers, lost her mother to hunters and came to
the shelter as a cub of five months after she was found
searching for food next to a busy highway.

The oldest bear, 34-year-old Mirna, is also the
smallest due to earlier neglect: she was kept in a tiny
concrete cage at a zoo on the Adriatic coast which was
closed down in 2015. Brown bears can live up to the
age of 40, but hunting has brought their average age in
the Croatian wild down to between four and eight
years. The number of those killed by vehicles is also
increasing. Around 20,000 visitors are attracted to the
sanctuary each year and the brown bear has become
the symbol of the local village, Kuterevo. Entry is free
and the shelter survives on donations and the work of
around 300 volunteers a year. “The bears brought new
life here,” said 84-year-old local resident Dragica
Biondic. — AFP 

Croatian village gives
shelter to abandoned bears

A small group of brown bears gather at the shelter.

Brown bears gather at a pond in the shelter.
Ivan Crnkovic-Pavenka looks on at his shelter for brown
bears.

Splash, Middle East’s largest fast fashion retail-
er, recently showcased its Autumn Winter 17
collection at a fashion show in the presence of

Myriam Fares. The collection draws inspirations
from feminist of inter woven threads celebrating the
90s’ sporty grunge, the military safari and glam-
orous power of luxe pret wear.

Headquartered in Dubai, Splash is Middle East’s
largest fashion retailer and part of the Landmark
Group, one of the biggest retail conglomerates in

the Middle East, India and Africa. Founded in 1993
as a single brand store in Sharjah, Splash has grown
to over 200 stores and 50 brand stores across 13
countries. 

Scaling new heights, Splash has taken a step for-
ward into the world of fashion by realigning its
product offering to meet the ever-changing lifestyle
demands of its customer and re-instating their trust
in the brand.  Showcasing popular collections for
men, women and teens, Splash has revamped its

existing product portfolio and introduced a uni-
brand concept across its stores providing a com-
fortable and easy shopping environment. Alongside,
Splash also houses a gamut of international brands
under its portfolio like Lee Cooper, Bossini, ELLE
and Being Human among others.

Hollywood producers kick out Weinstein

The Producers Guild of America banned dis-
graced movie mogul Harvey Weinstein for
life on Monday, vowing that sexual harass-

ment would no longer be tolerated within its
ranks. New accusations of sexual assault have
continued to pour in since investigations in the
New York Times and New Yorker three weeks
ago exposed the tycoon as a relentless, bullying
sexual predator. More than 50 women including
stars Gwyneth Paltrow, Angelina Jolie and Mira
Sorvino have accused 65-year-old Weinstein of
sexual abuse and harassment, although he denies
forcing himself on anyone.

“In light of Mr Weinstein’s widely reported
behavior-with new reports continuing to surface
even now-the Producers Guild’s national board

has voted unanimously to enact a lifetime ban on
Mr Weinstein, permanently barring him from
PGA membership,” the guild said in a statement.
“This unprecedented step is a reflection of the
seriousness with which the guild regards the
numerous reports of Mr. Weinstein’s decades of
reprehensible conduct. Sexual harassment can
no longer be tolerated in our industry or within
the ranks of Producers Guild membership.”

The announcement came as accusations of
serious sexual assault continued to pile up
against Weinstein, whose films have received
more than 300 Oscar nominations and 81 stat-
uettes. Hope Exiner d’Amore has accused
Weinstein of raping her in a hotel room in the
1970s, according to a Times article published

Monday, while Cynthia Burr said he attacked her
in an encounter that ended with forced oral sex
in a hallway. 

A third complainant, Ashley Matthau, a
dancer with a bit part in one of his movies, says
he pushed her down on a bed in a 2004 attack,
masturbating while straddling her. On Saturday
the New Yorker ran an interview in which
actress Annabella Sciorra-an Emmy nominee
for her role in the acclaimed television series
“The Sopranos”-accused Weinstein of forcing
his way into her apartment and violently raping
her in the 1990s.

Last week, according to the Times, the
actress Dominique Huett filed a lawsuit claiming
that in 2010, Weinstein forcibly performed oral

sex on her, while Mimi Haleyi, a former produc-
tion assistant, told a news conference in New
York he had attacked her in 2006. Asked about
the latest allegations, a spokesperson for
Weinstein reiterated that he denies engaging in
non-consensual sex, and said that he “has begun
counseling, has listened to the community and is
pursuing a better path.” Police in New York, Los
Angeles and London have all confirmed criminal
investigations into Weinstein’s activities. The
toppled tycoon was sacked as co-chairman of
The Weinstein Company and also resigned from
its board. — AFP 

Harvey Weinstein arrives
at The Weinstein
Company and Netflix
Golden Globes after par-
ty in Beverly Hills. — AP 

Protesters have disrupted the
opening of a retrospective of
Roman Polanski’s work in

Paris following new rape allega-
tions against the French-Polish film
director. Some 80 protesters out-
side the Cinematheque Francaise,
which is showcasing Polanski’s
films next month, banged on win-
dows and carried posters with slo-
gans such as, “If rape is an art, give
Polanski all the (French movie
award) Cesars”. Two members of
the Femen group briefly exposed
their breasts and shouted “no hon-
ours for rapists” in the presence of
Polanski before security pushed
them outside. Polanski, who had
entered the building through a
back entrance, was set to present
his new movie “Based on a True
Story” at the event. 

Earlier this month, Swiss prose-
cutors said former German actress
and model Renate Langer had told
authorities that Polanski raped her
at his mountain chalet in 1972
when she was 15 years old. Langer
is one of four women who have
publicly accused Polanski, 84, of
sexually assaulting them when they
were teenagers. The allegations
predate the Hollywood film mogul
Harvey Weinstein sexual harass-
ment scandal. Polanski, director of
classic films like Rosemary’s Baby,
The Pianist and Carnage, has fled
US sentencing in 1978 for unlawful
sex with 13-year-old Samantha
Geimer in Los Angeles in 1977 in a
case where he pleaded guilty at
the time.

“Polanski has no place in an
homage organised by a public cul-
tural institution in France. He
should be in a US court of justice,”
Raphaelle Remy-Leleu, spokes-
woman for feminist group “Osez le
fÈminisme” said on French CNews
television. She said the
Cinematheque Francaise was “spit-
ting in the face of victims of male

aggression” and complicit to the
impunity of the aggressors. 

The Cinematheque said in a
statement to French media that the
organization is honoring Polanski’s
work and wants to steer clear of
the legal case against him. French
Culture Minister Francoise Nyssen
has also defended the Polanski
retrospective. “This is about his
life’s work, not about the man,”
she said on radio France Inter on
Friday. In a statement to Reuters
last week, Polanski’s lawyer reiter-
ated that Polanski has acknowl-
edged having had a sexual rela-
tionship with Geimer, and repeat-
ed that he strongly denies all other
allegations against him as totally
baseless. 

In 2009, Swiss authorit ies
arrested Polanski on his arrival
in Zurich to receive a lifetime
achievement award at a film fes-
tival. Two months later, he was
released on bail and put under
house arrest  in  h is  Gstaad
chalet . In  July 2010, he was
released from house arrest after
authori t ies  decided against
extradition because of potential
technical  faul ts  in  the US
request and because he had for
years come to Switzerland in
good faith. — Reuters 
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