
Football legend 
Rio Ferdinand is 
a Dubai knockout
KUWAIT: Former England international and
Manchester United legend Rio Ferdinand has
been showing off some of the football skills
that saw him play in three FIFA World Cups
and win six Premier League titles during his
trip to Dubai.

Ferdinand, who helped launch the first-ever
Dubai fitness challenge, an initiative by Sheikh
Hamdan bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al-
Maktoum, Crown Prince of Dubai encouraging
residents to do 30 minutes of exercise for 30
days, has also spent a week in the emirate
training aspiring footballers at an exclusive
training program hosted by the Four Seasons
Resort Dubai at Jumeirah Beach. 

Ferdinand chatted with British Airways
about the highlights of his Dubai trip, and
urged others to follow the emirate’s lead with a
city-wide fitness challenge. 

“The Dubai Fitness Challenge was really
fun and I was happy to be involved,” said
Ferdinand. “Fitness is a way of life, you can’t
just wake up and be fit. I train regularly, not
just for fitness but for the mind too.

Prior to Ferdinand’s flight to Dubai, Rio and
British Airways Captain Rick Basnett enjoyed a
friendly kickabout outside British Airways’
First Wing at Terminal 5 in London Heathrow,
with Ferdinand displaying some of the deft
touches that saw the London-born centre-half
earn 81 England caps. 

“Your 30 minutes a day can be anywhere,
as we showed in the airport. Just grab a ball, a
group of friends and have a kickabout; even on
your own, kick a ball against a wall, run along
the beach with it. Anything, just get into the
habit of being active and make it part of your
routine.” Ferdinand added: “Over the past
week, I saw a city come together to encourage
each other to adopt a healthier lifestyle. You
don’t find such determination and leadership in
many places and I’m keen to see more cities
around the world, including us in London,
challenge ourselves to stay fit and support
each other.”

Armed with the five items he never travels
without - Beats headphones, sunglasses, train-
ing kit, hooded jumper and his personal Five
Headwear caps, Ferdinand talked travel and
football with Basnett. 

“When I fly I usually look forward to set-

tling down and getting into a good action or
thriller movie,” he said. “I’ve got into docu-
mentaries recently though and I really enjoyed
I am Bolt! - the Usain Bolt documentary; he’s a
massive Manchester United fan. Then I’ll most
likely eat and have a snooze; I don’t think I’ve
ever flown without sleeping, I always get my
sleep in and put my cap over my face, hoody
up and sleep.”

Ferdinand may be mixing a potential career
as a pugilist with a growing reputation as a TV
pundit, he hasn’t forgotten his football roots,

adding: “One of the highlights of my career
was the Champions League Final in Moscow
where it came down to a penalty shootout and
an exhilarating win for Manchester
United...what a night!”

And the former footballer, who is currently
in the early stages of training to be a profes-
sional boxer says Dubai could expect to see
more of him in the future: “I fly a lot and Dubai
is one of my favourite destinations - it is fami-
ly-friendly and there’s loads of things to do to
keep my kids active.” 

KUWAIT: Abdulmohsen Abdulaziz Al-Babtain Co
(AABC), the sole authorized dealer of Infiniti vehicles
in the State of Kuwait, is proud to announce that the
Infiniti Q70 was recently ranked as number 1 on the
popular automotive website - Carscoops.com. Hitting
high on the reliabil ity score under the Annual
Reliability Survey of Consumer reports, the Q70 was
recognized for its most outstanding features.

The survey acknowledged the Infiniti Q70 for good
interior quality, agile handling and a set of lively
engines that marks the model as a lead in its segment.

More than an exquisite full-size performance
sedan, an Infiniti Q70 epitomizes a life of accomplish-

ment. Famed for its iconic design credentials, the
Infiniti Q70 is a cross-over built with balance, aerody-
namics and expression in mind. As the large 20-inch
alloy wheels not only complement the graceful pro-
portions of the Q70, they are designed to make han-
dling more responsive. The lightweight construction
reduces unsprung weight and helps contribute to
quicker turn-ins. Equipped with powerful LED sculpt-
ed headlights, the daytime running lights and rear tail-
lights maintain high efficiency and is inspired by the
human eye.

Customers can also base their choice of interiors
from premium-quality inlays on the dashboard, center

console and door trim or from traditional Japanese
Ash Wood, which is a unique, White Ash silver pow-
dered treatment or a contemporary aluminum finish to
make an individual style statement. To enhance the
overall feel, front passenger headroom width is meas-
ured at 993mm and legroom at 1129mm while the rear
passenger width measures at 958mm headroom and
920mm legroom.

The INFINITI Q70 reveals an interior with spa-
ciousness and elegance as every key interior surface
of the Q70 has been extensively researched to pro-
vide the ideal tactile feel. The unmistakable tone of the
specially tuned exhaust shapes sound to create a

heightened acceleration experience.
With a 7-speed automatic transmission, the 5.6-

LITER V8, most formidable engine Infiniti has ever
built, delivers a thrilling performance as it produces a
402 horsepower (Q70) whereas the 3.7-LITER V6
gasoline engine helps to benefit from variable valve
event and lift technology thereby delivering a stirring
329 horsepower.

Infiniti Al-Babtain welcomes all its customers to
visit the Infiniti showroom located in Al-Rai that is
open every day except Fridays to view the exquisite
features of the Infiniti Q70 up close and indulge with
firsthand test drive experience. 
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Infiniti Q70 ranks as Number 1 
‘Reliable Car’ on Carscoop.com 

Established 1961 

Car hits high on reliability score under Annual Reliability Survey 

Rio Ferdinand says your 30 minutes a day workout
can be anywhere - even at the airport.

24th World Islamic Banking
Conference announces 3rd
series of WIBC Leaderboard 

KUWAIT: Committed in its vision to pro-
mote and foster the global Islamic Banking
Industry, the 24th World Islamic Banking
Conference will continue its efforts to
enhance the performance and quality of
key Islamic financial institutions by means
of the 3rd WIBC Leaderboard. Introduced
in 2015, the WIBC Leaderboard is a first-
of-its-kind comprehensive assessment tool
that acts as an innovative benchmark to
help Islamic financial institutions gauge
and assess their performance in compari-
son to their core competitors. 

The WIBC Leaderboard provides
industry participants with dynamic and
visual rankings of Islamic banks as com-
pared to their peers at the global, regional
and national levels, based on various
robust financial and governance metrics.
These metrics comprise: Financial Stability
(Total Capital and Tier 1 Capital Ratios,
Loan-Loss Reserves (LLR) to Gross
Loans Ratio, Loan-Loss Reserves (LLR)
to Non-Performing Loans (NPL) Ratio,
Non-Performing Loans (NPL) to Gross
Loans); Financial Performance (Return on
Average Assets (ROAA), Return on
Average Equity (ROAE), Cost-to-Income
Ratio (CIR), Assets Growth) and
Governance and Social Responsibility
(Financial Disclosure Index, CSR
Disclosure). 

In addition to the individual metrics,
banks will also be ranked on the basis of
an aggregate score, which forms the apex
of the WIBC Leaderboard. This aggregate
index holistically ranks entities on the
basis of the aforementioned financial and
governance measures. Specifically, the
WIBC Leaderboard will form the basis of
the annually anticipated WIBC
Performance Awards 2017, whereby
Industry leaders will be recognized for
their excellence at the gala dinner on
December 05, and the nominees of which
have been already announced and can be
viewed at: http://wibc2017.com/leader-
board. The data employed in creating the
assessment framework has been sourced
from the ICD Thomson Reuters Islamic
Finance Development Indicator (IFDI) and
Orbis Bank Focus.

Top performing Islamic financial insti-
tutions will be vying for 3 categories of the
awards: One Global Award, Four Regional
Awards for each of the following world
regions: GCC, South East Asia, South Asia
and Levant & Twelve Country Awards for

each of the following countries: Bahrain,
Bangladesh, Egypt, Indonesia, Jordan,
Kuwait, Malaysia, Oman, Pakistan, Turkey,
UAE and Saudi Arabia.

Currently, top performing Islamic banks
vying for the Global Award include:
Boubyan Bank (Kuwait); Alizz Islamic Bank
(Oman); Al Rajhi Bank (Saudi Arabia);
Bank Aljazira (Saudi Arabia); Social Islami
Bank (Bangladesh); Meezan Bank Limited
(Pakistan); Maybank Islamic Berhad
(Malaysia); Kuwait International Bank
(Kuwait) and Alinma Bank (Saudi Arabia). 

Introduced as part of the 2nd WIBC
Leaderboard, The CSR Award (Corporate
Social Responsibility) will also be a key
award constituting this year’s WIBC
Performance Awards, the scores of which
will be aggregated as per the CSR Index
and the Islamic Finance Development
Indicator (IFDI). The Governance and
Social Responsibility variables are extract-
ed from the Thomson Reuters database.

Confirmed partners at WIBC 2017 so
far include: Kuwait Finance House (KFH),
Khaleeji Commercial Bank (KHCB),
Bahrain Islamic Bank (BISB), Al Salam
Bank -Bahrain, Ibdar Bank, Bank ABC
Islamic, Bank of Khartoum (BOK)
International, Boubyan Bank, Avaya,
Wahed Invest, Alvarez & Marsal, Al
Baraka Banking Group, Ithmaar Bank,
Thomson Reuters, Path Solutions,
Luxembourg for Finance (LFF), Baker
McKenzie, DARKTRACE, Eiger Trading
Advisors Ltd, The Benefit Company B.S.C,
G4S, Department for International Trade -
British Embassy Bahrain ,  DDCAP,
Deloitte, Fitch Ratings, Crestbridge
Bahrain and Bahrain Institute of Banking &
Finance (BIBF).

Based on a strategic partnership with
the Central Bank of Bahrain, the 24th
WIBC will take place on December 4, 5 &
6 at the ART Rotana Hotel in Amwaj
Islands, Kingdom of Bahrain. The theme
for the 24th WIBC - “Drivers of Economic
Growth & Risks: Policymakers &
Regulators”, is in line with the conference’s
steady vision to serve as a compass for the
global Islamic finance and banking indus-
try, and is expected to draw participation
from over 1300 global industry leaders,
policy makers, innovators and stakehold-
ers, all focused on generating break-
through insights that help navigate
through the complexities of the global
financial system. 

Burgan Bank to announce 
Al-Thuraya monthly 
draw winner soon
KUWAIT: Burgan Bank will soon be announcing the lucky winner of
its Al-Thuraya salary account. The winner will be granted a Nissan
Patrol SUV. The draw rewards new and existing customers who
transfer their salary to Burgan bank a chance to win a Nissan Patrol
SUV every month. The draw is part of Burgan Bank’s approach of
rewarding loyal customers with higher chances of winning while
encouraging new customers to benefit from the bank’s unique offer-
ings. With the monthly draw, every KD 10 available in the account
provides the customer a chance to win. The Al-Thuraya account’s
features range from the option to hold money in Kuwaiti dinar and
any other major currencies, access to account-related services such
as standing orders, loans and credit cards and much more.

ABK resumes its A+
Student Account campaign
for young customers
KUWAIT: Al-Ahli Bank of Kuwait (ABK) will resume the promotion
launched earlier in May targeting the bank’s young customers and
offering them a variety of benefits and privileges all year long.

ABK will be holding a grand draw in December for their A+ Student
account holders to win a ‘Dodge Charger SE 2017’, which will be
showcased in the Avenues Mall from 2 - 4 November 2017.  

ABK’s A+ Student Account customers are also offered ‘2 for 1’ deals
and discounts at over 100 outlets under The Entertainer, in addition to
a Debit card with the new “Quick Read” convenience feature, which
ABK was the first to launch, 24/7 access to withdraw and deposit
services, Online and mobile banking access.  ABK’s customers who are
eligible to benefit from the A+ Student Account are those aged 18 - 25
years and are registered as students in universities. ABK is keen to
offer a unique banking experience to all its customers of all ages, by
presenting them with value added services and privileges. 


