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PYEONGCHANG: Greek Alpine skier Ioannis Proios (C) holds an Olympic torch at The Panathenaic Stadium in Athens yesterday, during the handover ceremony of the Olympic
flame for the 2018 Winter Olympics in Pyeongchang, South Korea. — AFP 
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Torch presented to Pyeongchang 2018 Organising Committee

Pyeongchang gets Olympic flame 

ATHENS: The Olympic torch was formally handed
over from Greece to Pyeongchang 2018 Olympic
Winter Games organisers yesterday in a simple cere-
mony.

Under overcast skies at the Panathenaic Stadium
that hosted the first modern Olympics in 1896, the
torch was presented to South Korean President of the
Pyeongchang 2018 Organising Committee Lee Hee
Beom by the president of the Hellenic Olympic
Committee, Spyros Capralos.

Attending the handover ceremony was Greek
President Prokopios Pavlopoulos. “We are honoured
that the Pyeongchang Winter Games represents the
second  time the Olympic Flame will be in South
Korea, since the 1988 Seoul summer Olympic Games.

“The slogan of the Pyeongchang 2018 Olympic
Torch Relay, ‘Let Everyone Shine,’ means the Olympic
flame will shine for each and everyone’s dream, pas-
sions and future anytime and anywhere,” Lee said.

He said when the Olympic flame arrives in South
Korea “we also celebrate another milestone - 100
days to go until the start of the Olympic Winter
Games in Pyeongchang”.

“The Olympic Torch
Relay will be a very special
journey that wil l  shine
throughout the host nation,
for dreams and passion
toward winter sports in
Asia and beyond,” Lee
added.

“The Olympic Flame is a
strong symbol of tradition
and values governing the
Olympic Movement. It is a
beacon for the Olympic values. It is the symbol of uni-
versal peace,” Capralos said.

The second to last torchbearer Kim Ki-hoon, South

Korean Olympic champion in short track speed skat-
ing, passed the flame to the last torchbearer, Greek
skiing champion Ioannis Proios, who lit the cauldron,

while thousands of specta-
tors cheered.

The Olympic flame was
lit in Ancient Olympia last
week and embarked on a
week-long 2,129 kilometres
journey throughout Greece
ending at Panathenaic
Stadium. Participating were
505 torchbearers and 36
welcome ceremonies were
held in 20 municipalities
during the eight days. From

Greece the flame will be flown to South Korea for a
relay around the Asian country until the opening cere-
monies at Pyeongchang on February 9.

The torch harks back to the ancient Olympics,
when a sacred flame burned throughout the Games.
The tradition was revived in 1936 for the Berlin
Olympics.

The South Korea government has promised that the
Pyeongchang Games would be safe after some nations
suggested they may skip the event if tensions over
North Korea’s nuclear ambitions worsen. The
Pyeongchang Winter Games wil l  be held from
February 9-25 only 80km from the heavily guarded
border with the nuclear-armed North. The South has
successfully staged several international sporting
events including the 2002 FIFA World Cup despite
decades of military tensions on the peninsula. The
1988 Seoul summer Olympics took place only months
after a bomb planted by North Korean agents killed
all 115 people on board a South Korean plane, in an
apparent attempt to scare off foreign spectators and
contestants. — AFP
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BULAWAYO: An unbroken 144-run stand for the
eighth wicket between Jason Holder and Shane
Dowrich ensured the West Indies emerged from day
three of the second Test against Zimbabwe yesterday
with a vital first-innings lead.

Holder and Dowrich came together with the West
Indies reeling on 230 for seven, still 96 runs short of
Zimbabwe’s first-innings total, after Sikandar Raza tore
into the tourists with a maiden five-wicket haul.  They
turned the game on its head with a counter-attacking
partnership as Dowrich ended yesterday unbeaten on
a career-best 75, while Holder contributed 71 not out.
That saw the West Indies to stumps on 374 for seven,

leading by 48 runs.  “Sometimes you’re going to have
to raise your hand and say that we tried everything and
it didn’t work because the opposition have batted
well,” Raza said. “Credit to them for batting that well.”

The record partnership for the eighth wicket at
Queens Sports Club took some of the shine off the off-
spinner’s five for 82, which was the first five-wicket
haul by a Zimbabwean in Tests at the ground since
2003.  Having contributed 80 in the first innings, Raza
was also the fifth Zimbabwean to score a 50 and take
five wickets in a Test.  While the second evening had
produced attritional cricket as the West Indians
crawled to stumps on 78 for one, the tourists were
more adventurous on day three with opener Kieran
Powell leading the way in a 55-run stand for the sec-
ond wicket with nightwatchman Devendra Bishoo.  It
took the introduction of Raza to change the course of
the morning, as he had Bishoo caught and bowled for
23 and then trapped Kyle Hope lbw for one. Powell
looked destined for a fourth Test century after he was
dropped on 85 by Graeme Cremer, but seamer Chris
Mpofu ensured the mistake was not costly as he used
the second new ball to have the opener caught at gully
for 90.  An attacking 56-run stand for the fifth wicket
between Shai Hope and Roston Chase put the West

Indies back on top after lunch, before Raza intervened
once again.

After Chase was trapped lbw for 32 by the offspin-
ner, Hope was bowled for 40 and Jermaine
Blackwood became Raza’s fifth victim.  With a large
deficit and just three wickets in hand the West Indies
looked set to concede a first-innings lead on a diffi-

cult pitch, but Dowrich and Holder swung the match
back in their favour. “We’re only 48 runs ahead, but
we’ve put lots of miles on their legs,” said Powell.
“We’re going to come back tomorrow with two set
guys, put some more miles on their legs and stretch
out that lead as much as possible. Any lead is a good
lead on this pitch.” —AFP
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SCOREBOARD

Zimbabwe first innings 326 all out (H. Masakadza 147, Sikandar
Raza 80; K. Roach 3-44, S. Gabriel 2-64)

West Indies first innings
K. Brathwaite c Masakadza b Cremer 32
K. Powell c Ervine b Mpofu 90
D. Bishoo c and b Sikandar Raza 23
K. Hope lbw b Sikandar Raza 1
S. Hope b Sikandar Raza 40
R. Chase lbw b Sikandar Raza 32
J. Blackwood c Cremer b Sikandar Raza 5

S. Dowrich not out 75
J. Holder not out 71
Extras (2b, 2lb, 1nb) 5
Total (7 wkts, 150 overs) 374
Fall of wickets: 1-76 (Brathwaite), 2-131 (Bishoo), 3-135 (K. Hope),
4-163 (Powell), 5-219 (Chase), 6-225 (Blackwood), 7-230 (S. Hope).
Still to bat: K. Roach, S. Gabriel.
Bowling: Mpofu 21-7-46-1, Mire 5-2-5-0, Cremer 43-7-134-1,
Sikandar Raza 43-12-82-5, Chisoro 34-7-94-0, Masakadza 4-1-
9-0.
Series: West Indies lead two-match series 1-0.

BULAWAYO, Zimbabwe: Scoreboard at close on day three of the second Test between Zimbabwe and West Indies yesterday:


