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PARIS: Champions League holders Real Madrid take on
Tottenham Hotspur at Wembley today with both teams
looking to secure a place in the last 16. Manchester City
and Besiktas can also book their spots in the knockout
stages, while Liverpool bid to put another hatful of goals
past Maribor.

Group E
At Liverpool, England

Liverpool (ENG) v Maribor (SLO)
Jurgen Klopp’s side sit top of the group after their

record-breaking 7-0 thrashing of Maribor in Slovenia two
weeks ago. Five different players scored as Liverpool
chalked up the biggest away win for an English team in the
history of the competition. The five-time European cham-
pions could seal a last-16
place with Anfield victo-
ries against Maribor and
Spartak Moscow in their
next two outings, having
not reached the knockout
phase since 2008-09.
Liverpool grabbed a
much-needed 3-0 win
over Huddersfield Town in
the Premier League on
Saturday to bounce back
from a 4-1 defeat by
Tottenham. Defeat for
Slovenian champions
Maribor would see them eliminated if Sevilla lose to
Spartak Moscow.

At Seville, Spain
Sevilla (ESP) v Spartak Moscow (RUS)

Record five-time Europa League winners Sevilla are in
danger of missing out on the last 16 after a shock 5-1
thumping in Moscow last time out. Russian champions
Spartak are level on points at the top of the standings with
Liverpool, and a positive result in Spain would put them in
a strong position with their next group match at home
against struggling Maribor. Sevilla moved up to fifth in La
Liga on Saturday by edging out Leganes 2-1 for their first
win in three league games.

Group F
At Naples, Italy

Napoli (ITA) v Manchester City (ENG)
Maurizio Sarri’s Italian league leaders extended their

superb unbeaten start to the domestic campaign with a
3-1 win over Sassuolo-the ninth time in 11 Serie A match-
es they’ve netted three or more goals. Like Napoli,

Manchester City have dropped just two points in a flying
start to their Premier League campaign, and a draw at
the San Paolo would send Pep Guardiola’s men through
to the last 16 for the fifth consecutive year. City have kept
eight clean sheets in their last 12 matches and are unde-
feated in 21 games dating back to last April. Sergio
Aguero remains a goal away from becoming the club’s
outright all-time leading scorer-he is currently level with
Eric Brook on 177 goals.

At Kharkiv, Ukraine 
Shakhtar Donetsk (UKR) v Feyenoord (NED)

The Ukrainians will aim to secure back-to-back wins
over pointless Feyenoord and take a significant stride
towards the next phase. Shakhtar are second in the group-

three points behind City,
and three ahead of
Napoli-while Feyenoord
will be knocked out unless
they register a maiden win
in Ukraine. Shakhtar
defender Yaroslav
Rakitskiy is banned after
his sending-off in the 2-1
win in Rotterdam, while
Dutch champions
Feyenoord have fallen 10
points off the pace in the
Netherlands after winning
just once in six attempts.

Group G
At Istanbul, Turkey

Besiktas (TUR) v Monaco (FRA) (1700)
Victory for Besiktas would secure a ticket for the last

16 for the first time in 31 years. After three wins from their
first three games, a win coupled with a draw between
Porto and RB Leipzig would also confirm top spot for the
Istanbul outfit. A draw could also take them through if RB
Leipzig beat FC Porto. Monaco reached the semi-finals
last season but sit bottom the group without a win and
defeat would leave them on the brink of bowing out of the
competition. Leonardo Jardim’s principality outfit may also
have to make do without unfit captain and star striker
Radamel Falcao in Turkey. Besiktas won the reverse fixture
2-1 and have never lost at home to a French team in
Europe.

At Porto, Portugal
Porto (POR) v RB Leipzig (GER)

Last season’s Bundesliga runners-up revived their
hopes of progressing from the group with a 3-2 win over

Porto a fortnight ago and are one point clear of the
Portuguese side in second. Champions League debutants
Leipzig suffered two defeats to German title rivals Bayern
Munich last week in the Cup and the league, while Porto
maintained their two-point lead in Portugal by beating
Boavista. The two-time European champions are looking
to reach the last 16 for the third time in four seasons.

Group H
At Dortmund, Germany

Borussia Dortmund (GER) v APOEL Nicosia (CYP)
Both teams face the threat of elimination after record-

ing just a single point-following a 1-1 draw in Cyprus last
time out-from three matches.  Dortmund have only won
one of their last eight European games, with their domestic
form also tailing off dramatically in recent weeks. Peter
Bosz’s team crashed to a 4-2 defeat at Hanover on
Saturday to surrender top spot in the Bundesliga to
Bayern Munich. Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang returned
from injury at the weekend after missing the German Cup

victory over third-tier Magdeburg.  APOEL’s stuttering
start to their Cypriot title defence saw coach Giorgos
Donis tender his resignation in the wake of Saturday’s 1-1
draw with Ethnikos Achnas, but he remains in charge after
the club refused the offer.

At London
Tottenham Hotspur (ENG) v Real Madrid (ESP)

A victory for either side would guarantee a spot in the last
16, although Tottenham are winless against Real in five previ-
ous meetings. Mauricio Pochettino is hopeful Harry Kane will
be fit for the visit of the European champions to Wembley
after missing Saturday’s 1-0 loss at Manchester United.  Real
Madrid, level at the top of the section with Spurs on seven
points after three matches, are coming off a shock 2-1 defeat
at Girona in their first appearance in Catalonia since the vio-
lence-plagued October 1 referendum that plunged Spain into
political crisis. The result left Zinedine Zidane’s team eight
points adrift of La Liga leaders Barcelona-a deficit they have
never overcome to win the Spanish title. — AFP

Champions Real face Spurs 
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Klopp’s side sit top of the group after thrashing Maribor
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SYDNEY: Australia will conduct a world-first trial
of red and yellow cards for coaches and other foot-
ball team officials aimed at improving their behav-
iour on the touchlines, it was announced yesterday.
The new measures will be introduced this weekend
in the domestic A-League and the women’s W-
League. Approval for the move was given by the
International Football Advisory Board, which com-
prises the four British football associations
(England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland)
and world body FIFA.  “Referees already have a
process which is by way of conversation to coaches
to warn them before removing them from the tech-
nical area after poor behaviour,” said A-League
head Greg O’Rourke.

“Essentially, this trial will visualise those steps
and as such better communicate to fans that the
referees are giving the coaches and others formal
warnings.” The consequence of accumulating cards
will be the same as for players, with two yellows in
a single match resulting in a sending-off and auto-
matic suspension from the next game.

Coaches will earn cautions for dissent, provoca-
tive gesturing, or entering the opposition’s technical
area, among other things.  They will be red-carded
for offences including kicking or throwing water
bottles, abusive language, spitting at someone, or
holding up a game by holding onto the ball or
obstructing a player.— AFP

Australia to trial 
yellow, red cards 
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Sevilla in danger 
of missing out 
on the last 16

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE
Besiktas v Monaco 20:00 
beIN SPORTS HD 6
Napoli v Manchester City 22:45 
beIN SPORTS HD 2
Shakhtar Donetsk v Feyenoord Rotterdam 22:45 
beIN SPORTS HD 8
Borussia Dortmund v Apoel Nicosia 22:45 
beIN SPORTS HD 5
Tottenham Hotspur v Real Madrid 22:45 
beIN SPORTS HD 1
Porto v Leipzig 22:45 
beIN SPORTS HD 7
Sevilla v Spartak Moscow 22:45 
beIN SPORTS HD 4
Liverpool v Maribor 22:45 
beIN SPORTS HD 3

ROME: Pep Guardiola takes his swaggering
Manchester City side to the home of Italian league
leaders Napoli today knowing a win will guarantee
qualification for the Champions League knockout
stages with two games to spare.

City, unbeaten this season, notched an eighth
straight Premier League win on Saturday that keeps
them five points clear of nearest challengers
Manchester United. Guardiola’s free-scoring side have
won 13 games in a row in all competitions and are
unbeaten in their past 21 outings-two new club records.

They are riding high at the top of Champions
League Group F with three wins from three, knowing
victory against Napoli would see them qualify for the
knockout round. But Guardiola remains wary of the
Neapolitans-third in the group behind City and
Shakhtar Donetsk-with Belgian Dries Mertens catching
the eye up front this season.

“We need one more win to qualify but we are going
to the team that are leading Serie A and everybody
knows the type of football they play in their own stadi-
um so it’s going to be very difficult,” said the City boss.
“But it’s a great opportunity for us to book our place
and we’re going to try our best to do it.”

Liverpool boss Jurgen Klopp suggested City’s
Premier League dominance is such that they could be
champions by January, a suggestion Guardiola has
brushed aside. “Definitely,” he said when asked if it was

unrealistic. “You are English-from a long time ago, did
you see a champion in January? Me neither.” The
Spaniard-who campaigned for independence for his
native Catalonia-is targeting a third Champions League
trophy wins in 2009 and 2011 at the helm of Barcelona.
He failed to progress beyond the semi-finals during his
three-year spell at Bayern Munich.

But Maurizio Sarri’s side have been similarly domi-
nant in Italy this season, where they are unbeaten in 11
league games-including 10 wins-as they chase a first
Serie A title since the golden days of Diego Maradona
in 1990.

‘NICE POSITION’ 
Sarri’s side lost 2-1 at the Etihad two weeks ago

after falling to Shakhtar by the same scoreline last
month. “We know if we go to Napoli and win then we’ll
have qualified,” said Manchester City’s Belgian mid-
fielder Kevin De Bruyne. “That would be a nice position
for us to be in and then hopefully we can get another
good result against Arsenal on Sunday and put some
pressure on the rest of the teams.

“It’s important just to get qualified and not about
thinking about what it might mean, whether we could
get a rest in the remaining group matches. “If we are
qualified, that is done. We might then have to think
about finishing first or whatever but we know if we get
a point or win we are qualified and so that’s our target.”

The Belgian believes both sides will show signs of
fatigue after a tough campaign, with City having played
16 games this season and Napoli 12. “We try to rest
whenever there’s an opportunity and make sure we are
fresh,” he said. “For a lot of teams, it’s very hard. It’s
almost November. The amount of games we’ve played
and have to play is massive and there could be another
40 or 50 to go so we know what the task ahead is but
we have a big squad and we can cope with the
demands.” —AFP

LONDON: Tottenham Hotspur’s English striker Harry Kane (C) and team-mates take part in a training session at
Tottenham Hotspur’s Enfield Training. — AFP
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Invincible Pep 
Guardiola ripping 
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ISTANBUL: The top scorer for Istanbul’s Besiktas last
season and one of the standout players of the current
Champions League, Turkish striker Cenk Tosun is now
firmly in the sights of clubs from the Premiership and
elsewhere.

Tosun tore apart the defence of Monaco in a memo-
rable away win for Besiktas in the Champions League
group stage clash on October 17, scoring two goals and
effectively ending the hopes of last year’s semi finalists
of going any further.  Besiktas, well ahead on top of
group G, on Wednesday take on Monaco at home for
the return tie, seeking another giant stride to qualifica-
tion for the knockout stages.

The scintillating performances of the Germany-born
Tosun, 26, who has scored eight goals in all competi-
tions this year alone, have not gone unnoticed outside

of Turkey. The British press have reported that
Newcastle, Crystal Palace and Everton are all interest-
ed in the striker while interest has also been noted from
AC Milan.

There are hopes in Turkey, where Tosun has made 23
appearances for his home country, that the player will
emerge as a striker of international class.  Turkey has
not had such a marksman since the days of Hakan
Sukur, who helped his country to third place in the
2002 World Cup but then fell into disgrace over his
links with the preacher Fethullah Gulen blamed for the
2016 failed coup.

“I work a lot,” said Tosun, explaining his success. “I
work collectively and individually and I hope to make
up for my weak points.” 

‘NO DESIRE TO LEAVE’ 
Born to Turkish parents in the German town of

Wetzlar, Tosun is one of a growing number of Turkish
origin players such as Hakan Calhanoglu and Emre Mor
who were born abroad but have chosen to play for
Turkey.  Tosun came through the youth system of
Eintracht Frankfurt and played several times for German
national youth teams.

He moved to Gazinantep in southeast Turkey in 2011

and then secured a transfer to Besiktas in 2014.  The
club has seen star strikers come and go in the last
years, especially Demba Ba in 2014 and then Mario
Gomez in 2015 and it took Tosun some time to find a
regular first team place.

But he did not complain. “I got a lot of experience
playing next to Demba Ba and Mario Gomez,” he said.
And the patience paid off, with Tosun the club’s top
scorer with 24 goals as it retained the title in 2017.  His
father Senol, who remains in charge of his career,
taught him to be a versatile player by forbidding him
from using his right foot all the time.  As a result, Tosun
scored his three goals in the Champions League this
season with one via the right foot (against Porto) and a
header and left-footed goal against Monaco.

His heroes are the great Argentinian playmaker
Gabriel Batistuta and also the basketball icon Michael
Jordan. He wears the number 23 shirt of the former
Chicago Bulls star in hommage to him. In Turkey, he is
known as Tosun Pasha, in reference to a popular
Turkish 1970s comedy show.

The British press has put a 20 million sterling (23
million euros) price tag on the player and Besiktas
could be sorely tempted by a good offer when the
transfer window reopens. — AFP
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Premiership target


