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SEOUL: Seoul and Beijing yesterday agreed to move
beyond a year-long stand-off over the deployment of a
US anti-missile system in South Korea, a dispute that
has been devastating to South Korean businesses that
rely on Chinese consumers. The unexpected detente
comes just days before US President Donald Trump
begins a trip to Asia, where the North Korean nuclear
crisis will take centre stage, and helped propel South
Korean stocks to a record high. 

The installation of the US Terminal High Altitude Area
Defense (THAAD) system had angered China, with
South Korea’s tourism,
cosmetics and entertain-
ment industries bearing
the brunt of a Chinese
backlash, although
Beijing has never specifi-
cally linked that to the
THAAD deployment.
Beij ing worries the
THAAD system’s power-
ful radar can penetrate
into Chinese territory.
“Both sides shared the
view that the strengthen-
ing of exchange and
cooperation between Korea and China serves their com-
mon interests and agreed to expedit iously bring
exchange and cooperation in all areas back on a normal
development track,” South Korea’s foreign ministry said
in a statement. 

Before the THAAD dispute, bilateral relations flour-
ished, despite Beijing’s historic alliance with North
Korea and Seoul’s close ties with Washington, which
includes hosting 28,500 US troops. China is South
Korea’s biggest trading partner. “At this critical moment
all stakeholders should be working together to address
the North Korea nuclear challenge instead of creating
problems for others,” said Wang Dong, associate profes-
sor of international studies at China’s Peking University. 

“This sends a very positive signal that Beijing and
Seoul are determined to improve their relations.” As part
of the agreement, South Korean President Moon Jae-in
will meet Chinese President Xi Jinping on the sidelines

of the summit of Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation
(APEC) countries in Vietnam on Nov 10-11.

South Korea recognized China’s concerns over
THAAD and made it clear the deployment was not aimed
at any third country and did not harm China’s strategic
security interests, China’s foreign ministry said. China
reiterated its opposition to the deployment of THAAD,
but noted South Korea’s position and hoped South
Korea could appropriately handle the issue, it added.
“China’s position on the THAAD issue is clear, consistent
and has not changed,” Chinese Foreign Ministry spokes-

woman Hua Chunying
told a daily briefing in
Beijing.

Retail relief
The thaw is a big

relief for South Korean
tourism and retail firms
as well as K-pop stars
and makers of films and
soap operas, which had
found themselves unoffi-
cial ly unwelcome in
China over the past year.
In South Korea, a halving

of inbound Chinese tourists in the first nine months of
the year cost the economy $6.5 billion in lost revenue
based on the average spending of Chinese visitors in
2016, data from the Korea Tourism Organization shows.

The spat knocked about 0.4 percentage points off
this year’s expected economic growth, according to the
Bank of Korea, which now forecasts an expansion of 3
percent. The sprawling Lotte Group, which provided
the land where the THAAD battery was installed and is
a major operator of hotels and duty free stores, has
been hardest hit. It faces a costly overhaul and is
expected to sell its Chinese hypermarket stores for a
fraction of what it invested. A spokesman for holding
company Lotte Corp expressed hope that South
Korean firms’ activity in China would improve following
the announcement.

An official at Seoul’s presidential Blue House, who
declined to be named given the sensitivity of the matter,

said improvements for South Korean companies would
come slowly. Shares in South Korean tourism and retail
companies rallied nonetheless, with Asiana Airlines gain-
ing 3.6 percent and Lotte Shopping up 7.14 percent. The
benchmark Kospi index hit a record for a third straight
day, gaining 0.9 percent. China has grown increasingly
angry with North Korea’s ongoing pursuit of nuclear
weapons and ballistic missiles in defiance of United
Nations sanctions, even as it chafes at U.S.  pressure to
rein in its isolated ally.

The recent deterioration in ties between China and
North Korea may have contributed to Tuesday’s agree-
ment, the Blue House official said. Pyongyang has under-
taken an unprecedented missile testing program in recent
months, as well as its biggest nuclear test yet in early
September, as it seeks to develop a powerful nuclear
weapon capable of reaching the United States. The head
of NATO on Tuesday urged all United Nations members
to fully and transparently implement sanctions against
North Korea. —Reuters
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Trump’s ex-aides 
charged as Russia 
probe accelerates
WASHINGTON: An investigation into Russian inter-
ference in the 2016 election moved into a new and
more perilous stage for the White House yesterday
after three aides to Donald Trump’s presidential cam-
paign, including a former chairman, were charged. Ex-
campaign chairman Paul Manafort and another former
Trump aide appeared in court, pleading not guilty to
conspiracy against the United States, money launder-
ing and several other charges after the indictments in
the Russia probe were unsealed. The pair was released
on bail of $10 million and $5 million respectively and
placed under house arrest.

Separately, another former Trump campaign aide,
George Papadopoulos, pleaded guilty to lying to the
FBI about his Kremlin-related contacts, according to a
plea deal revealed Monday. The unsealed indictments
were an explosive opening salvo from independent
counsel Robert Mueller, who is leading the Russia
probe, after months of speculation, spin and obfusca-
tion about possible Trump campaign collusion with
Moscow. While falling short of providing a smoking
gun for top-level conspiracy, the charges point to a
potential pattern of senior Trump associates looking to
Russia and its proxies for political and economic gain.

Manafort, 68, and Rick Gates, 45, were charged
with allegedly hiding millions of dollars gleaned from
work with Ukrainian politician Viktor Yanukovych and
his pro-Moscow political party. Papadopoulos, a for-
mer Trump foreign policy advisor, admitted he tried to
hide contacts with a Moscow-linked professor who
was offering “dirt” on Trump’s election rival Hillary
Clinton. The revelations prompted a furious and defiant
reaction from Trump, who dismissed allegations of col-
lusion and called on Clinton to be investigated.

‘No Collusion!’
“Sorry, but this is years ago, before Paul Manafort

was part of the Trump campaign. But why aren’t
Crooked Hillary & the Dems the focus?????” Trump
tweeted. “....Also, there is NO COLLUSION!”But the
charges signal a dramatic new phase in Mueller’s
investigation, one that holds grave peril for the Trump
presidency. Papadopoulos revealed that he informed
Trump and others personally that he could organize a
meeting between the then candidate and Russian
President Vladimir Putin. 

The ex-advisor told the FBI that he had been
instructed by an unnamed “campaign supervisor” to
meet Russian officials “off the record” if “feasible.” His
contacts with Russian sources came to include Putin’s
niece and the Russian ambassador in London. White
House spokeswoman Sarah Huckabee Sanders sug-
gested Trump did not recall “specific details of the
meeting” and that Papadopoulos had only a limited
role.”It was extremely limited; it was a volunteer posi-
tion. And again, no activity was ever done in an official
capacity on behalf of the campaign in that regard.”

US intelligence agencies have concluded that Putin
ordered a vast influence campaign to help Trump win
election, including the hack and release of Democratic
Party and Clinton campaign emails. As Mueller’s probe
has rumbled forward, Trump and sympathetic media
organizations like Fox News have increasingly called
the former FBI director’s independence into question.
Democrats-who dismiss counter-allegations against
Mueller and Clinton as a blatant attempt to divert
attention-called for the special counsel to be protect-
ed. “The president must not, under any circumstances,
interfere with the special counsel’s work in any way,”
said top Senate Democrat Chuck Schumer. —AFP
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PANMUNJOM, South Korea: North Korean soldiers (left) look at the South side at the truce village of
Panmunjom in the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) on the border between North and South Korea. —AFP 

China mulls 
jail terms for 
disrespecting flag
and national anthem

BEIJING: China’s largely rubber-stamp
parliament is considering jail terms of up to
three years for people who disrespect the
national anthem or flag in public, while an
existing anthem law will be applied in Hong
Kong, state media said yesterday. Xi
Jinping has ushered in new legislation
aimed at securing China from threats both
within and outside its borders since taking
over as president in 2013, as well as pre-
siding over a sweeping crackdown on dis-
sent and free speech.

China passed a new law in September
mandating up to 15 days in police deten-
tion for those who mock the “March of the
Volunteers” national anthem, a law that
also covers the Chinese territories of Hong
Kong and Macau. Parliament is now look-
ing at whether to amend China’s Criminal
Law to include criminal penalties for disre-
spect of the national anthem, including
intentionally distorting the lyrics or tune,
Xinhua said.

The tougher penalties also apply to
desecration of the national flag, or emblem,

including burning, defacing or trampling on
it in public, the report said. That, too, had
previously been punishable by up to 15
days’ detention. A draft amendment has
been submitted for deliberation at a bi-
monthly session of parliament’s standing
committee, which started on Monday.
“Violators in this regard may face punish-
ments of up to three years of imprison-
ment, according to the draft,” it said.

It was not clear when the amendment
might be passed but it could be at the
end of the week, when parl iament’s
standing committee closes its current
session. The National Anthem Law, which
went into effect on Oct 1, will also be
included in an annex of Hong Kong’s
Basic Law, or mini constitution, Xinhua
added, though it’s not clear if that will
include three-year jail terms. 

The national anthem law has fuelled
concern in Hong Kong, whose residents
have grown nervous over China’s per-
ceived encroachment of the city’s autono-
my following such events as the disappear-
ance of booksellers who later emerged in
mainland Chinese custody. In 2015, Hong
Kong football fans booed the Chinese
anthem during a World Cup qualifier,
prompting a fine for the territory’s football
association from world body FIFA.

“In recent years, incidents of disre-
specting the national anthem had occurred
in Hong Kong, challenging the bottom line
of the principle of ‘one country, two sys-

tems’ and social morality and triggering
rage among Chinese including most Hong
Kong residents,” said Zhang Rongshun,
deputy head of parliament’s Legislative
Affairs Commission, according to Xinhua.
“It is urgent and important to apply the
national anthem law in Hong Kong, in a bid

to prevent and handle such offences.” The
Asian Football Confederation yesterday
warned the Hong Kong Football
Association about their fans’ behavior at a
match against Malaysia on Oct 10 in Hong
Kong, where some booed the national
anthem. — Reuters

Israel, Australia, New 
Zealand leaders mark 
landmark WWI battle
BEERSHEBA: Israeli, Australian and New Zealand leaders
gathered in southern Israel yesterday to mark the 100th
anniversary of a key cavalry charge that helped clear the
way to Jerusalem during World War I. Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu was joined by his Australian counter-
part Malcolm Turnbull and New Zealand Governor-
General Patsy Reddy in Beersheba, where the Australia
and New Zealand Army Corps (ANZAC) defeated
Ottoman troops to gain control of a strategic crossroads.
Netanyahu hailed the battle as eventually helping lead to
the creation of the state of Israel.

“Nearly 4,000 years ago Abraham came to Beersheba,
the city of seven wells,” Netanyahu said at the ceremony,
held in the city’s Commonwealth War Graves Cemetery.
“Exactly 100 years ago brave ANZAC soldiers liberated
Beersheba for the sons and daughters of Abraham and
opened the gateway for the Jewish people to reenter the
stage of history,” Netanyahu said. “Israel salutes the sacri-
fice of these brave soldiers. We will never forget them. We
will forever honor and treasure their memory.” To
Australians, “the battle has become part of our history,
part of our psyche”, Turnbull said.

The audacious assault on entrenched Ottoman forces
enabled the British advance into Palestine and “secured the
victory that did not create the state of Israel, but enabled
its creation”, Turnbull said.  “Had the Ottoman rule in
Palestine and Syria not been overthrown by the Australians
and the New Zealanders, the Balfour Declaration would
have been empty words,” the Australian premier said.
Britain’s Balfour Declaration on November 2, 1917 said it
viewed “with favor the establishment in Palestine of a
national home for the Jewish people”.  New Zealand’s
Reddy said the battle “changed political conditions in this
region in the most profound way”.

‘That’s pretty special’
Organizers said 3,000 tourists from Australia and New

Zealand came for the ceremonies, which saw the normally
tranquil Beersheba, dubbed the capital of the Negev desert
region, astir with dignitaries, security forces and media.
Kindergarteners holding small plastic Israeli flags were led
into the ceremonies by chipper teachers, as teenagers in
white shirts waited to pass security to enter the dedication
of the nearby ANZAC museum. Yair Nagid, head of
Beersheba municipality’s cultural administration, said that
1,200 of the city’s pupils were attending the events. 

Beersheba resident Hedva Chadad had not heard of the
historic battle, but knew her two grandchildren would enjoy
seeing the 100-horse march down Beersheba’s main
Haatsmaut Street by volunteer Australian riders in period
uniform. Speaking as she waited for the march with her
grandchildren, Chadad said was not bothered by the roads

leading to and from the cemetery being congested and part-
ly closed. “I think it’s very nice, what they’re doing,” she said.
“It’s only once in a blue moon that this kind of thing hap-
pens.” To Australian David Shipp, the ceremonies were the
highlight of a tour his family was on, supported in part by his
church and in honor of his history buff father’s 60th birthday.

The Beersheba battle was becoming “a bigger deal” to
Australians than the one fought in World War I in Gallipoli, the
33-year-old Queensland resident said, in part because of the
good ties between Israel and Australia. New Zealander Tim
Moore was visiting as part of a group of 200 people, some of
them riding in the march. The 65-year-old sheep and cattle
farmer’s grandfather had participated in the Palestine cam-
paign, and Moore had replicated a picture his grandfather
took at the train station in Amman before arriving in Israel. 

“That’s pretty special,” he said. The riders were to
stage a reenactment of the charge later. —AFP 

HONG KONG: A flag that reads ‘Hong Kong is not China’ is displayed by a local
football fan outside the stadium in Hong Kong. A new law that punishes disre-
spect for China’s national anthem with up to three years’ imprisonment may also
apply to Hong Kong and Macau. — AFP 

BEERSHEBA, Israel: Members of the Australian Light Horse association ride through Beersheba, in
the northern Israeli desert yesterday. _—AFP 


