
100 years after the 
Balfour Declaration 
JERUSALEM: Britain’s Balfour Declaration turns 100 this
week, hailed by Israel for helping lead to its founding, but
viewed by Palestinians as contributing to a catastrophe
that stole their land.  The November 2, 1917 declaration
by then British foreign minister Arthur Balfour said his
government viewed “with favor the establishment in
Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people”. 

It was only one sentence of 67 words, but it was the
strongest support yet from a world power for the goals
of the Zionist movement-Jews, including those facing
persecution, resettling in the land of their ancient ances-
tors.  Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu will
commemorate the anniversary in London, where he will
attend a dinner in honor of the declaration with his
British counterpart Theresa May.

May has said she will mark the date with “pride”, but
there is also criticism in Britain over the anniversary
because of Israel’s continuing half-century occupation of
the West Bank. Opposition leader Jeremy Corbyn of the
Labor party has said he cannot attend the dinner-with-
out explaining further-although shadow foreign secre-
tary Emily Thornberry will. Palestinians are planning a
demonstration tomorrow in Ramallah as part of their
campaign calling on Britain to apologize for the declara-
tion. They have also explored suing Britain over it.

‘Historic injustice’ 
Netanyahu said this week that the declaration

“advanced the international moves that established the
state of Israel”. “While the state would not have arisen

without settlement, sacrifice and a willingness to fight for
it, the international impetus was, undoubtedly, the
Balfour Declaration,” he said. For Palestinian prime min-
ister Rami Hamdallah, Britain should apologize for a “his-
toric injustice it committed against our people and to
correct it instead of celebrating it”.

“The international community is obliged, while we
approach the first centennial of the ominous Balfour
Declaration, to end the historic injustice that has been
inflicted on our people.” The declaration came in a letter
from Balfour to Lord Walter Rothschild, a leader of the
Jewish community in Britain, and had British cabinet
approval.  Some argue today that later events-conflict-
ing policies from Britain and the Zionists’ own efforts to
realize their dream-diminished the Balfour Declaration’s
importance. But others see it as monumental, having
helped lay the groundwork not only for the creation of
the modern state of Israel, but also the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict.

‘It’s dramatic’ 
“It’s dramatic,” Jonathan Schneer, an American histo-

rian and author of the book “The Balfour Declaration”
said. “And they’re both right,” he said, referring to the
starkly different viewpoints of Israelis and Palestinians.
“The Israelis see it as a foundation stone for the birth of
a Jewish state, and the Arabs see it as a foundation stone
leading towards their dispossession and misery.”
According to Schneer, the declaration ironically grew to
a large degree out of anti-Semitic myths. British leaders
saw the Jewish community as capable of helping them
win World War I due to its perceived influence in
finance and within Russia, he said. Others say that
Britain was also seeking a firm foothold in the Middle
East after the war. But regardless of the motivations that
created it, “if someone has to choose five documents that

shaped Israel’s history and existence, then the Balfour
Declaration has to be one of them”, said Paula Kabalo,
director of Israel’s Ben-Gurion Research Institute for the
Study of Israel and Zionism.  For Palestinians, the decla-
ration is colonialist and even racist.  — AFP 
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LAHORE: Wasim (right), brother of slain social media celebrity Qandeel Baloch (inset) and his cousin, who are accused of killing her, are escorted by policeman
as they arrive at a local court in Multan. Love can get you killed in Pakistan, where hundreds of women are murdered annually for ‘honor’. — AFP photos

ISLAMABAD: A year since new laws came into force
aimed at stemming the flow of “honor killings”, scores of
young women in deeply conservative Pakistan are still
being murdered by relatives for bringing shame on their
family. The shocking murder of Pakistani social media
star Qandeel Baloch by her brother last July turned the
spotlight on an epidemic of so-called honor killings and
sparked a fresh push to close loopholes allowing the
killers to walk free.

Long-awaited legislation was finally passed three
months later in a move cautiously hailed by women’s
rights activists. But, more than a year on, lawyers and
activists say honor killings are still occurring at an
alarming pace. At least 280 such murders were recorded
by the independent Human Rights Commission of
Pakistan from October 2016 to June of this year-a figure
believed to be underestimated and incomplete. “There
has been no change,” Benazir Jatoi, a lawyer who works
for the independent Aurat Foundation, a women’s rights
watchdog said. 

“In fact, the Peshawar High Court twice acquitted a
man of honor crimes after this law was passed,” she
added. The new legislation mandates life imprisonment

for honor killings, but whether a murder can be defined
as a crime of honor is left to the judge’s discretion. That
means the culprits can simply claim another motive and
still be pardoned, said Dr Farzana Bari, a widely-
respected activist and
head of the Gender
Studies Department at
Islamabad’s Quaid-i-
Azam University.  

They can do so under
Pakistan’s Qisas (blood
money) and Diyat (retri-
bution) law, which allows
them to seek forgiveness
from a victim’s relatives-a
particularly convenient
means of escape in honor
cases. Bari called for a
study on the murders of
women over the past year to ascertain the scale of the
problem. The convoluted courts system also often sees
police encouraging parties to enter blood money com-
promises, circumventing the beleaguered judicial sys-

tem altogether. “Forgiveness and compromise negates
justice,” Jatoi said. Asma Jahangir, one of Pakistan’s most
acclaimed human rights lawyers, agreed, telling AFP:
“The law will be implemented once the courts function.”

‘Of course, I strangled
her’

The roots of “honor”
killings lie in tribal social
norms which remain
prevalent across South
Asia and dictate the
behavior of women in
particular.  Women have
been shot, stabbed,
stoned, set alight and
strangled for bringing
“shame” on their families
for everything from

refusing marriage proposals to wedding the “wrong”
man and helping friends elope. Men can be victims too,
but the violence is overwhelmingly aimed at women. 

The double standard is glaring. Generally Pakistanis

will accept a man who has committed rape, a senior
police official who has overseen honor killing investiga-
tions said. But “if a woman is even suspected of an affair
it is considered a shame for the family and not forgiven,”
the official, who asked to remain anonymous as he was
not authorized to speak to media said.

“People even sympathize (with) and praise the men
who murder their women for so-called honor,” he said.
Even when the state does take steps to implement the
law-as with the murder of Qandeel Baloch-the wheels of
justice often get stuck in the mud. Baloch achieved
notoriety in Pakistan with her social media antics, tame
by Western standards but considered provocative in a
misogynistic country where women have fought for
their rights for decades. Her brother Waseem told
reporters that “of course” he had strangled his sister,
finding her behaviour “intolerable”.

At first, Baloch’s heartbroken parents vowed they
would give Waseem no absolution.  But well over a year
later, the trial is still grinding its way through the courts.
This length of time is not unheard of for Pakistani mur-
der cases, but it has been long enough-as often hap-
pens-for Baloch’s father to change his mind. — AFP 

Pak men still killing women for ‘honor’
Murders by relatives continue despite new law

Pakistani wife ‘kills’ 
husband, 12 others 
with poisoned lassi
MULTAN: A Pakistani woman who gave her hus-
band poisoned milk ended up killing him and 12 of
his family when the tainted liquid was turned into a
yoghurt drink and served to him and his relatives,
police said. The woman, who was forced by her
family into an arranged marriage in September, has
been arrested and charged with murder along with
her alleged lover, senior police official Owais Ahmad
told reporters in central Pakistan’s Muzaffargarh
district on Monday.

Police said Asiya Bibi mixed poison into her hus-
band’s milk last week but he initially failed to drink it
and it was instead blended into a batch of yoghurt-
based lassi and served to the man’s family. Thirteen
people have so far died, including the husband,
while a further 14 have been hospitalized, Ahmad
said. “Police have arrested Asiya Bibi, a man and his
aunt for being accomplices and charged them with
murder,” Ahmad said. He said the man was allegedly
Bibi’s lover and that his aunt helped hatch the mur-
der plot. Forced and under-age marriages are com-
mon in deeply conservative Pakistan, particularly in
rural and impoverished regions, where women have
fought for their rights for decades. —AFP 

This handout file photo shows a copy of the Balfour
Declaration dated on November 2, 1917. — AFP 
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