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KUWAIT: Ten out of every 1,000 women in Kuwait
are diagnosed with breast cancer, admitted Dr
Asma Hussein, Senior Specialist and Radiologist at
the Ministry of Health. Speaking with Kuwait Times
at a seminar held at the Movenpick Hotel yesterday,
Dr Asma noted that early detection is the key to
prevention and cure. “We advise women who are
40 years old and above to regularly visit their clinic
and ask for a mammography screening at least
once a year. We do mammogram and ultrasound,
biopsy and MRI depending on cases,” she added. 

Women admitted in the Kuwait National
Mammography Program include those with no signs
and symptoms, as well as women with higher risk of
breast cancer, women with no prior history of breast
cancer, and women who have not underwent mam-
mography during the last 12 months. There are five
health cancer care centers in Kuwait, located in
South Khaithan, Al-Zahra, Al-Naeem, Al-Egaila and

Al-Surra. “There is always a possibility breast cancer
can be prevented. Early detection of cancer means
that intensity of treatment can be less extensive; the
cure will be easier, so the outcome will always be
better. The aim of the screening is to detect any signs
of cancer cells in the breast. Usually you cannot see
any signs without a screening. We advise women not
to wait for the signs or pain, and go for a routine
check-up regularly. On detection, we start the treat-
ment immediately,” she said. 

The mammography screening program is for all
the women in Kuwait above 40 years of age. “We
accept all women, not just Kuwaitis, but the health
charges will be applied on expatriates. Yet, the
charge is only KD 30, so I urge all women in
Kuwait who are aged 40 years or above to undergo
the mammogram so as to detect any signs of cancer
cells in the breast,” she said. The Kuwait National
Mammography Program started in 2013 with
15,000 women. In the first three years, 150 cases of
breast cancer have been detected.  
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Ten in 1,000 women in Kuwait 
suffer from breast cancer 

Dr Asma Hussein. —Photos by Joseph Shagra

KUWAIT: As part of its mission to observe
and protect the environment both locally
and regionally, the Kuwait Dive Team - part
of the Environmental Voluntary Foundation-
have recently returned from a visit to
inspect coral reefs in Abu Dhabi, UAE, said

an official yesterday. Team Leader Waleed
Al-Fadhel said that the visit to Abu Dhabi
was the second stop of the team’s expedi-
tion in the region, revealing that the team
had visited Oman previously to check on
coral reefs there. Reports on the status of
the coral reefs are sent to the Australian
non-profit organization Coral Watch, said
the Kuwaiti official, affirming that this was
part of the team’s global effort to protect
the environment.

In regards to the GCC program to pro-
tect the coral reefs, Fadhel said that the
six-month program aimed at visiting over
seven locations in the region and register-
ing more than 300 readings and observa-
tions which will then be sent to Coral
Watch for evaluation. — KUNA

KUWAIT: A dust storm hit Kuwait yesterday and limited visibility to around 800 meters. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat and Joseph Shagra
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Members of the Kuwait Dive Team inspect coral reefs in Abu Dhabi.

Kuwait, Vanuatu
ink educational
accords worth
$500,000

CANBERRA: The State of Kuwait and the
Republic of Vanuatu have signed two
accords for funding two educational proj-
ects. Ambassador Australia Najeeb Al-
Bader signed the agreements for establish-
ing ‘Kuwait Vocational Training Friendship
Centre’ and a project named ‘Kuwait
Classrooms’ for primary education, funded
by Kuwait at a total cost of about 700,000
Australian Dollars (around $500,000),
according to a statement issued by the
Kuwaiti Embassy in Australia. After the
signing ceremony of the two agreements
with the Ambassador of the Republic of
Vanuatu Kalfau to Austral ia George
Kaloris at the Kuwaiti  Embassy in
Canberra, Bader stated that the funding of
the two projects came in line with guide-
lines by the Kuwaiti Cabinet, in response
to a request by the Government of
Vanuatu following natural disasters.

Ambassador Bader explained that the
two projects emphasize Kuwait’s keenness
to provide humanitarian assistance to
many countries in various fields, including
assistance related to the development of
the education.

He added that the projects would be
executed in cooperation with the Ministry
of Education and Training in the Republic
of Vanuatu and Vanuatu High Commission
in Canberra, aiming to improve quality of
educational environment and motivate
students to pursue their studies and aca-
demic goals.  

Furthermore, Bader explained that sup-
port from the State of Kuwait to the
Vocational Training Center at the
Hospitality School of the Vanuatu Institute
of Technology will be the first of its kind in
the capital Port Vila, hoping that these edu-
cational development projects will further
enhance the friendly bilateral relations
between the two countries.

In this regard, Kaloris, who is also the
High Commissioner of the Republic of
Vanuatu stressed his country’s great appre-
ciation of Kuwait’s generous contribution to
development of education in his country,
pointing out that the decision of his govern-
ment to include “Kuwait” in naming the two
projects comes as a recognition of its
prominent role in funding several develop-
ment projects in the world and especially in
the pacific region. 

Kaloris also emphasized that the State of
Kuwait’s funding of the two projects

enables his country to face many educa-
tional challenges and supports its efforts to
bridge the gap in the development of edu-
cation and provide the classrooms that will
assist in meeting growing needs.

He has added that Kuwait is the first
country in the Middle East to build educa-
tional institutions in his country.  He also
extended his Government’s appreciation for
Kuwait’s financial donation in 2015 of
$300,000 towards Tropical Cyclone Pam
reconstruction efforts. The High
Commissioner of the Republic of Vanuatu
expressed his sincere appreciation to the
Embassy of the State of Kuwait headed by
Ambassador Bader and to the members of
the Kuwaiti mission for their fruitful coop-
eration and efforts to achieve these funding
agreements. Kaloris also conveyed his
country’s aspiration to further develop the
existing bilateral relations with the State of
Kuwait in all fields. — KUNA

CANBERRA: Ambassador of Kuwait to Australia Najeeb Al-Bader signs the agreements
with Ambassador of Vanuatu to Australia George Kaloris. — KUNA
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