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The Writers’ Forum, Kuwait held its Annual
General Meeting on 21st April 2017 at the
residence of Rajesh Verlekar. Following a

successful tenure spanning two years, led by
Umesh Sharma (President) it was time for the
mantle to pass on to a new team.

It was a unanimous decision to choose
Maimuna Ali Chougle, a noted critic in Urdu as
the next President of the Forum for a two-year
term during 2017-2019. The members of the
Forum also whole-heartedly supported the well-
known Urdu poet- Afroz Alam for the position of
the Vice-President for the new term. Rajesh
Verlekar was the unanimous choice as the
General Secretary in the new Committee. Sunil
Sonsi was chosen as the Joint General Secretary,
while Nazneen Ali was chosen to be the
Treasurer. Chhaya Athavale and Vibheesh
Tikkodi shall serve as the members of the
Executive Committee. The Advisory Committee
has been re-constituted and will comprise: Dr
Arvind Raina, Syed Qamar Minto, Sayeed Nazar
Kadapavi and Umesh Sharma. Ali Chougle con-

ducted the electoral proceedings during the
AGM. In addition to the formation of Executive
and Advisory committees, some valuable deci-
sions were taken in order to improve functioning
of the Forum in future. All such changes / deci-

sions will be incorporated in the constitution of
the WFK.  The Writers’ Forum is a unique plat-
form which encourages writers in all Indian lan-
guages and gives them a valuable opportunity
for expression and literary enrichment. It is a

registered association with the Indian Embassy
in Kuwait.  Stories, poetry and critiques/articles
in at least ten Indian languages have been recit-
ed and heard in the meetings and programs of
the Forum, ever since its inception in 1995. The
Forum strongly urges the Indian community in
Kuwait to encourage the literary bent of mind
in themselves and associate actively with the
Forum. Not only can one share and express
what one has written but can feel enriched lis-
tening to literature in the varied and rich Indian
languages. The member presenting a story or a
poem in any language also offers a translation
of the same for the understanding of all present
in the meetings.

The new Executive Committee of the Forum
comprises those who are well-known; accom-
plished writers along with those who are gradu-
ally carving a niche for themselves in the liter-
ary circles. The young and the seniors-both are
well represented and it is expected that the
Forum shall set out towards new heights with
renewed vigour and vision.

The first family meet of Arms4u was
organized in Kabd, Kuwait on Friday,
April  21, 2017 under the title ‘Eco-

Retreat’ incorporating its three core values -
Protection and Care for the Environment,
Promotion of Arts & Culture and Philanthropy.
Arms4u believes in practicing what it preach-
es thus the entire event was designed to be
plastic and litter-free to the maximum possi-
ble. Upon arrival members were greeted with
a healthy and sumptuous breakfast served in
a zero plastic eco-friendly manner. Secretary
Vattiyoorkavu Krishnakumar gave the wel-
come speech followed by the presidential
address by Alexander John. A brief presenta-
tion on arms4u by executive committee
members Ramesh Nair and  Manoj was fol-
lowed by the ceremonial lighting of the lamp
which was graced by the presence of the
Arms4u Kerala unit Vice-President
Mohanakumaran Nair. Once all the customary

formalities were done away with, the audi-
ence could look forward to some fun, action
and entertainment. A variety of cultural activi-
ties including skits with serious messages
about environment were performed by both
adults and children under the able direction
of Krishnakumar, group song directed by
none other than  Prasanth, some rocking
dance performance by the ED dance troupe,

many energy draining rounds of Tug-Of-War
for men, women and kids provided all-round
education and entertainment for all. 

A traditional Kerala lunch of ‘Pothichoru’
was served which matched perfectly with the
theme of day and the values of arms4u. One
of the highlight of the event was a presenta-
tion on home gardening by arms4u member
Girish Kumar and his wife Vinitha Girish fol-

lowed by a demonstration of pot preparation
especially for Kuwaiti climatic conditions.
Executive committee member  Sajeev Nair led
the gathering by undertaking a pledge for
protection of the environment. Attractive
‘Piggy Bank’ money deposit boxes were dis-
tributed to the children of each family to
develop their sense of charity. 

Another highlight event that goes well
with the arms4u ethos was the free distribu-
tion of plants to each of the families that par-
ticipated in the event. Arms4u treasurer
Prasanth delivered the vote of thanks to con-
clude the day of events with a promise for
more of such wonderful activities in the
future. Thanks to program convener Rajesh
Nair whose tireless and sincere efforts pro-
duced such a memorable event and thanks to
Prabhita Rajesh who compered the whole
event and made it feel so smooth and well
executed.
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