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Aqua-green claws    
But what really super-charged the sector was

the introduction of a soft gel that lasts for up to
two months, far longer than traditional mani-
cures which start chipping in about a week, said
Koji Kawamoto, president of an Osaka-based
nail product manufacturer. "At first there were
just a few companies doing this but the market
has grown a lot over the years," said the industry
veteran. "The number of manicurists has sky-
rocketed," he added.

Some 60 exhibitors had booths at the show,
advertising nails adorned with stones, ribbons,
flowers or ultra-long talons that appeal to visi-
tors like Mizuho Mobu. The 25-year-old mani-
curist sported aqua-green claws encrusted with
fake diamonds that cost 12,000 yen and took
three hours to apply. Mobu insists her nails are
actually shorter than what she's sported in the
past. And they aren't holding her back. Not

much at least. "For me, these nails are short. I
can use my smartphone without any trouble or
do the dishes, but it's impossible to open a can,"
she conceded. 

"The longer the nails, the harder life gets."
Many designs take several hours or more to
complete and cost 10,000 yen and up. Most
clients are women although nail art is also pop-
ular among some men who like to paint their
nails the color of favorite sports teams on spe-
cial occasions. Hand-drawn paintings are also a
big hit in Japan. But some people don't have the
patience, prompting Britney Tokyo to make
some of her designs available in a quick and
easy sticker format. "Painting was also popular
in the US as well until last year but now fewer
people want to spend such a long time waiting,"
she said. "Customers don't want to hang around
for two or three hours." — AFP 

Visitors check bottles of enamel during the Tokyo Nail Forum in Tokyo. In this picture a stylist manicures nails af a woman during the Nail Art Forum in Tokyo.

Nailists talk about their works during the Tokyo Nail Forum in Tokyo.

Visitors check nail art goods during the Tokyo Nail Forum in Tokyo. 


