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HANOVER: A police officer helps an old woman of the district Vahrenwald in
Hanover, central Germany, during the evacuation yesterday. German police yes-
terday evacuated some 50,000 people from the northern city of Hanover in one
of the largest post-war operations to defuse World War II era bombs. —AFP

LONDON: Britain’s opposition Labor
Par ty said middle and low earners
would not face tax hikes to fund its
spending plans if it wins next month’s
election, with the burden falling instead
on the top five percent of earners and
big business.

Prime Minister Theresa May’s
Conservatives, which have a command-
ing lead in the polls,  have attacked
Labor’s spending plans, claiming a victo-
ry for Jeremy Corbyn’s party would lead
to more debt and higher taxes. Labor’s
finance spokesman John McDonnell said
he would guarantee no tax rises for five
years for all those earning less than
80,000 pounds ($104,000) if the party
were elected.

There would be no hikes in value-
added sales taxes and no changes in
national insurance either, he pledged.
“Labor is now the party of low taxes for
middle and lower earnings,” he said in a
speech yesterday. However, those earn-
ing above that threshold would be asked
to pay “a modest bit” more to help fund
public services, he said on the BBC’s
Andrew Marr show.

Businesses would also be asked to
stump up to pay for upgrades to Britain’s
infrastructure, such as high-speed broad-
band and new railways. “As part of the
new settlement, a Labor government will
be asking business to contribute its fair
share, with the largest companies paying
a bit more in tax,” he said. The details
would be set out in Labor’s manifesto
published the week after next, he said.

The Conservatives said Labor would
have to increase taxes to tackle what
they said was a 45-billion-pound black
hole in its spending plans.

“Jeremy Corbyn will have to raise tax-
es because his nonsensical economic
ideas don’t add up and he’ll make a mess
of the Brexit negotiations,” said chief sec-
retary to the Treasury David Gauke.

The BBC’s Andrew Marr put it to
McDonnell, who like Corbyn is on the far
left of the Labour Party, that he would be
the first Marxist Labour finance minister.

“I’m going to be the first socialist, in
the tradition of the Labour party,”
McDonnell said.

When asked if he was a Marxist, he
replied: “Well I’ll tell you - I believe there
is a lot to learn from reading (Das)
Kapital.” The Conservatives jumped on
his comment. “The man Jeremy Corbyn
wants to make Chancellor (finance min-
ister) believes that the nonsensical ideas
of Karl Marx - punitive taxes, closing
down businesses and the removal of
private property - should be at the heart
of Britain’s economic policy,” said
International Development minister
Priti Patel. 

May has said she would not increase
value-added tax if she remains prime
minister, but she has not extended the
same promise to other taxes. The
Conservative’s campaign has focused on
Brexit,  with May asking voters to
strengthen her hand as she seeks a man-
date for her plan to quit the European
Union’s single market.

A commanding lead in opinion polls
of up to 19 percentage points, and big
gains made by her party in local elec-
tions last Thursday, put her on track to
increase her majority, but pressure to
look beyond Europe and detail  her
approach to tax and spend policies is
mounting. —Reuters

Britain’s Labor pledges no tax 
rise for middle-income earners

PARIS: Pro-EU centrist Emmanuel
Macron takes on far-right candidate
Marine Le Pen in the second-round
run-off of France’s presidential elec-
tion yesterday.

Why is it important? 
France is the eurozone’s second-

biggest economy as well as a global
military and diplomatic heavyweight,
with veto power as a permanent
member of the UN Security Council.
The second round has boiled down
to a battle between the pro-
European, pro-globalization vision of
Macron and Le Pen’s hostility to the
EU and NATO. If Le Pen wins, it would
further shake up the West’s postwar
order, already rattled by Britain’s vote
to leave the EU and Donald Trump’s
election to the White House.

President’s powers 
Directly elected, the French presi-

dent looms large over the political
landscape of the Fifth Republic.  He

or she can serve a maximum of two
five -year terms and has the f inal
word on all foreign policy. 

The president has the power to
appoint and replace the prime minis-
ter and presides over the cabinet. He
or she can propose laws and, with the
prime minister,  can force them
through parliament unless there is a
successful no-confidence vote.  The
French leader has the power to pro-
pose a referendum without needing
approval from parliament. 

As head of the armed forces, he
or she has the power to order the
use of nuclear weapons. The presi-
dent is immune from prosecution
and has the power to pardon con-
victed criminals.

How is the president elected? 
The president is elected in a direct

popular vote of one or two rounds.
Yesterday’s run-off comes after nei-
ther candidate obtained an absolute
majority in the first round. Every

French presidential election since
1965 has gone to a second round. 

What happened in the first round 
Macron won 24 percent of the

vote and Le Pen finished second with
21.3 percent as France’s traditional
left and right parties were eliminated
in the first round for the first time
since the start of the Fifth Republic
in 1958.

How does the election work? 
A total of 47.58 million people are

registered to vote.  The countr y ’s
66,546 polling stations opened at
8:00 am (0600 GMT) and most closed
at 7:00 pm, while those in Paris and
other big cities remained open an
hour longer.

What happens next? 
The new president will take over

from Socialist Francois Hollande and
is expected to be sworn in by May
14. —AFP

French election: What you need to know

KIEL, Germany: Germans in the
far northern state of Schleswig-
Holstein voted in force yesterday
in the first of two regional polls
the Social Democrats must win if
they are to pose a serious chal-
lenge to Chancellor Angela Merkel
in September’s national election.
The Social Democratic Party (SPD)
enjoyed a revival in the opinion

polls early this year after nominat-
ing former European Parliament
president Mar t in Schulz  in
January as its candidate to run
against Merkel.

But the “Schulz effect” failed to
deliver in Saarland, where his party
flopped in a March state poll. In
Schleswig-Holstein, the SPD is
defending an incumbent state pre-

mier - Torsten Albig - for the first
time since Schulz’s nomination as
party leader. “Last night we took a
trip through lots of bars,” a chipper
Albig told reporters after voting in
Kiel. “I think I only met undecided
voters, and I think there is a lot of
potential there.”

Albig will need to capture the
undecided vote. A survey by poll-

ster Forschungsgruppe Wahlen for
national broadcaster ZDF published
on Thursday put support for
Merkel’s CDU at 32 percent in his
state, ahead of the SPD on 29 per-
cent. Jobs and wind farm plans are
among the regional issues in
Schleswig-Holstein, a region of 2.3
million voters that juts north of
Hamburg and borders Denmark. 

“If Torsten Albig wins, whatever
the coalition constellation, that will
show people that the election in
September is open,” said Hajo
Funke, political scientist at Berlin’s
Free University.

The state election commissioner
in Schleswig-Holstein estimated
that by 11 am (0900 GMT), 21.55
percent of eligible voters had cast
their vote, up from 17.7 percent at
the same stage in the last regional
vote in 2012.  The SPD’s chances of
toppling Merkel will be boosted fur-
ther if they can hold onto power
next Sunday in North Rhine-
Westphalia (NRW), a large western
region where elections in the past
have served as an indicator of the
national mood.

However, the left-leaning party
has its work cut out. Two polls on
Thursday showed Merkel’s conser-
vative bloc extending its lead over
the SPD at national level to six and
seven percentage points respec-
tively. Polls suggest a power-sharing
“grand coalition” between the SPD
and the conservatives could be the
sole governing option in Schleswig-
Holstein - a scenario that could also
arise again at the federal level after
the September election. —Reuters

Germans in far north vote 
in test for Merkel rivals

Social Democrats keen to regain momentum after loss

BERLIN: Hundreds of people attend a rally of the Pulse of Europe movement in Berlin yesterday.
Pulse of Europe goes to the streets equipped with the symbols of Europe to demonstrate for a unit-
ed Europe. —AP

ROME: Some 6,000 migrants hoping to head
to Europe were rescued in the Mediterranean
on Friday and Saturday in dozens of frantic
operat ions coordinated by the I ta l ian
coastguard.

Some 3,000 were picked up Saturday by
the navy, coastguard, EU border agency
Frontex and several NGOs, the coastguard
said in a statement.  Some of them have
already been taken to shore in Italy while
others, including 730 onboard a ship operat-
ed by Doctors Without Borders (MSF), were
on their way. The Libyan coastguard told
AFP it had picked up around 170 migrants
off Tripoli on Saturday, but had failed to res-
cue others “due to a lack of means”.

The rescues came a day after around
3,000 others were found floating in rubber
boats and on makeshift rafts after having
left Libya, heading towards Italy. 

The International Organization for
Migration meanwhile said fishermen had
rescued 371 migrants Friday off the coast of
the Libyan town of Zuwara. Italy and Libya
have moved to boost cooperation in recent

months in order to cut the number of peo-
ple risking their lives by attempting the dan-
gerous Mediterranean crossing. 

The Italian government said in a deal
signed with Libya in February that it would
offer manpower as well as technical assis-
tance to the Libyan coastguard. Rome said
this week that it had delivered two speed-
boats to Libya at the end of last month, with
eight more due by the end of June.

Some 37,000 people, many of them sub-
Saharan Africans, have arrived in Italy from
Libya since the start of the year-a figure
some thirty percent higher than a year earli-
er, according to the Italian interior ministry.
More than 4,500 migrants died or were miss-
ing and feared drowned in 2016, and anoth-
er 1,000 have met the same fate this year. 

Over 500 migrants who were trying to cross
the Mediterranean in several small boats that
were in danger of capsizing have been res-
cued at sea, a Spanish aid organization said
yesterday. 

Proactiva Open Arms spokeswoman
Laura Lanuza says the Golfo Azzurro, a for-

mer fishing trawler the group operates,
plucked 514 migrants from over a dozen
rubber and wooden boats during a 24-hour
period from Saturday to yesterday morning.
The people rescued were refugees fleeing
the war in Syria and migrants from sub-
Saharan Africa who had set sail from Libya,
according to Lanuza.

The rescue boat was filled to capacity and
headed for an Italian port since the weather
was turning bad, she said. The Golfo Azzurro
was operating as part of an NGO rescue fleet
coordinated by the Italian coast guard.

Also yesterday, Spain’s maritime rescue
service said a rescue boat and helicopter
worked together to save three migrants in a
small vessel found 4 kilometers ( 2 1/2 miles)
off the Spanish coast. Hundreds of thou-
sands of migrants and refugees have
crossed the Mediterranean Sea in smugglers’
boats in hopes of a better life in Europe, but
thousands die each year trying. Libya is one
of the prime launching points. On Saturday,
a Spanish navy frigate rescued another 651
migrants off the coast of Libya. —Agencies

6,000 migrants rescued in 
Mediterranean in two days

PARIS: Former French presidential election candidate for the right-wing
Debout la France (DLF) party Nicolas Dupont-Aignan prepares to vote at
a polling station after casting his ballot in Yerres, southern Paris yester-
day during the second round of the French presidential election. —AFP

K I E V:  A female  member  of  the
Organizat ion for  S ecur i t y  and
Cooperation in Europe mission moni-
toring the conflict in eastern Ukraine
was “sexually harassed” by an armed
man in rebel territory, the group con-
f i rmed yesterday.  The  OSCE has
already limited its patrols in parts of
the war-torn east since it sustained its
first fatality of the three-year conflict
when an American medic was killed in
an apparent mine blast last month in
the insurgent-controlled area.

A spokeswoman for the organiza-
tion confirmed to AFP yesterday that
the latest incident took place in terri-
tor y  se ized f rom K iev  by  Russ ian-
backed separatists. “A man armed with
an assaul t  r i f le  (AK-47)  sexual ly
harassed a female patrol member and
threatened to stop the patrol from

moving east from Petrivske towards
Rozdolne until his demands were met,”
the OSCE said in a statement released
late Saturday.

The patrol then “left the area via a
different road”, it said, without specify-
ing when the incident happened.  The
unarmed OSCE mission is  the only
international presence on the ground
in Ukraine observing the implementa-
tion of a largely-ignored peace deal
signed in February 2015.

Ukrainian forces and rebels clash
sporadically along the volatile front-
l ine as the confl ic t  which has cost
some 10,000 l ives since Apri l  2014
rumbles on. Kiev and the West accuse
Russia of masterminding and fuelling
the conflict, but Moscow denies evi-
dence it has sent troops and weapons
across the border.  —AFP

Armed man ‘sexually 
harassed’ female 

monitor in Ukraine

KIEV: Ukrainian officials yesterday said they
had blocked several Russian journalists who
visited the annexed Crimea peninsula from
entering the country to cover the Eurovision
Song Contest in Kiev. 

Border service spokesman Oleg Slobodyan
said two unnamed Russian journalists were
on Sunday “not allowed across the frontier
and banned from entering Ukraine for three
years” over visits they made to the Crimea
region seized by Moscow. 

“The state border service notes that having
accreditation for Eurovision does not give you
the right to cross the border,” Slobodyan
wrote on Facebook.  Officials said on Saturday

they had also banned a Russian state news
agency photographer from entering the
country for the same reason.  

This year’s glitzy Eurovision contest-which
culminates in the final on May 13 — has been
overshadowed by a dispute between foes
Ukraine and Russia after Kiev banned
Moscow’s entrant over a concert she held in
Crimea.  The spat saw Russia eventually turfed
out of the competition after the country’s
state television refused to broadcast the event
in protest. The former Soviet neighbors have
been locked in a deep feud since Moscow
snatched the Black Sea Crimea peninsula from
Kiev in March 2014 after the ouster of

Ukraine’s pro-Kremlin leader by protestors.
Russia subsequently backed insurgents

who have taken over swathes of the east of
the country in a bloody conflict that has cost
some 10,000 lives. Ukraine’s pro-Western
leader Petro Poroshenko on Sunday said that
Eurovision would draw international focus to
the country as it struggles to break away from
Moscow’s grip.

“The attention of hundreds of millions of
television viewers from the whole world will
during these days be riveted on Ukraine, on
our Europesan aspirations, on our fight for
freedom and for independence,” Poroshenko
said. —AFP

Ukraine bars Russian journalists entry for Eurovision


