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WALLA WALLA COUNTY, Washington: In this Oct 3, 2014, file photo, a worker
picks apples at Flat Top Ranch in Walla Walla County, Washington. —AP

SPOKANE, Washington: Harvesting Washington
state’s vast fruit orchards each year requires thou-
sands of farmworkers, and many of them work
illegally in the United States. That system eventu-
ally could change dramatically as at least two
companies are rushing to get robotic fruit-picking
machines to market. The robotic pickers don’t get
tired and can work 24 hours a day. “Human pick-
ers are getting scarce,” said Gad Kober, a co-
founder of Israel-based FFRobotics. “Young peo-
ple do not want to work in farms, and elderly pick-
ers are slowly retiring.”

FFRobotics and Abundant Robotics, of
Hayward, California, are racing to get their
mechanical pickers to market within the next
couple of years. Harvest has been mechanized
for large portions of the agriculture industry
such as wheat, corn, green beans and tomatoes
for some time. But for more fragile commodi-
ties like apples, berries, table grapes and let-
tuce - where the crop’s appearance is especially
important - harvest is still done by hand.

Members of Washington’s $7.5 billion annu-
al agriculture industry have long grappled with
labor shortages, and depend on workers com-
ing up from Mexico each year to harvest many
crops. But President Donald Trump’s hard line
against immigrants in the US illegally has many
farmers in the country looking for alternative
harvest methods. Some have purchased new
equipment to try to reduce the number of
workers they’ll need, while others have lobbied
politicians to get them to deal with immigra-
tion in a way that minimizes harm to their liveli-
hoods. “Who knows what this administration
will do or not do?” said Jim McFerson, head of
the Washington State Tree Fruit Research
Center in Wenatchee. For farmers, “it is a ques-
tion of survival.”

Washington leads the nation in production
of apples and several other crops. Harvest
starts in the spring with asparagus and runs
until all the apples are off the trees in late fall.
The work is hard and dangerous, and has long
drawn Mexican workers to central Washington,
where several counties near the Canadian bor-
der are now majority-Hispanic.  Experienced
pickers, who are paid by the bin, can make
more than $200 a day.

Advocates for farmworkers say robot pick-
ers will have a negative effect. The eventual
loss of jobs for humans will be huge, said Erik
Nicholson of Seattle, an official with the
United Farm Workers union. He estimated half
of the state’s farmworkers are immigrants who
are in the country illegally. But many of them
have settled in Washington and are produc-
tive members of the community, he said.
“They are scared of losing their jobs to mecha-
nization,” Nicholson said. “A robot is not going

to rent a house, buy clothing for their kids,
buy food in a grocery and reinvest that money
in the local economy.”

While financial details are not available, the
builders say the robotic pickers should pay for
themselves in two years. That puts the likely
cost of the machines in the hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars each. FFRobotics is developing
a machine that has three-fingered grips to grab
fruit and twist or clip it from a branch. The
machine would have between four and 12
robotic arms, and can pick up to 10,000 apples
an hour, Kober said. One machine would be
able to harvest a variety of crops, taking 85 to
90 percent of the crop off the trees, Kober said.
Humans could pick the rest.

Abundant Robotics is working on a picker
that uses suction to vacuum apples off trees.
Plans for the robotic harvesters - including a
goal of getting them to market before 2019 -
were discussed in February at an international
convention of fruit growers in Wenatchee.

The two robot makers are likely to hit their
production goals, said Karen Lewis, a
Washington State University cooperative
extension agent who has studied the issue.
“Both of them will be in the field with proto-
types this fall,” Lewis said, calling the robotic
harvesters a “game changer.” But for the
machines to work, apples and other crops must
be grown in new trellis systems that allow
robots to see and harvest the fruit, she said.
“We are evolving the tree architecture and
apple placement to be compatible with robot-
ics,” Lewis said, a process called “robot-ready.”
Large farming operations likely will be first to
adopt the machines, but it might be decades
before their use is widespread. “I think for the
next 10 to 20 years, they will be used by some
growers to supplement regular picking crews
and to serve as a backstop for picker shortages,”
said Mike Gempler of the Washington Growers
League in Yakima. Reliability and cost will
determine if their use expands.

Republican US Rep Dan Newhouse, whose
family owns a large farming operation in
Washington’s Yakima Valley, said the industry is
deeply interested in alternatives to human
labor. “We are absolutely looking at ways we
can increase our efficiency,” said Newhouse,
adding his family’s farm each year employs
some 120 farmworkers, many of them picking
cherries and nectarines. 

The industry has no choice but to embrace
mechanization, said Mark Powers, president of
the Northwest Horticultural Council, a trade
group for farmers in Yakima. “We do not see
some miraculous new source of labor appear-
ing on the horizon,” Powers said. “We think labor
will continue to be a scarce resource.”  —AP

Robotic fruit pickers may help

orchards with worker shortage
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In today’s connected world securing your own
network is simply not enough. Today your digital
risk extends not only to your own servers, PCs

and other devices in
your offices and other
locations; it also
extends to your mobile
workers and other staff
working from home,
customer sites and oth-
er remote locations. But
the third, and often
ignored, area of digital
risk is your supply
chain; companies that
have access to your
employee and cus-
tomer information.

The risk was under-

lined again last week with two stories I saw - first a
well-known Denver based car wash
(http://denver.cbslocal.com/2017/04/16/waterworks-
car-wash-data-breach/) confirmed many of its point of
sale terminals had been compromised, revealing cus-
tomers’ personal details. Then in the UK, a parking app
(http://www.examiner.co.uk/news/west-yorkshire-
news/you-been-affected-ringgo-parking-12900452)
confirmed its network had been compromised,
exposing more customers’ details bank and credit
card numbers.

Taken in isolation these incidents appear to be
‘just another case of data breaches’ but in reality,
they should be a worry for all security teams across
governments and companies around the UK and
further afield. The trouble is we know that people
are lazy and often use the same email addresses and
passwords across multiple sites. Research last year
(http://info.digitalshadows.com/CompromisedCrede
ntials-WhitePaperPage.html) suggested that many
people think nothing of using their company email
address and the same passwords they have in the

office when accessing a wide range of services and
online sites. So, what happens when cybercriminals
get hold of their details and passwords via a car
parking app or a cleaning service?

Criminal organizations running online scams
and hacks know that a large percentage of peo-
ple using car services will be corporate employ-
ees, and that a good way to circumvent the mil-
lions of dollars a year spent on cyber-security is
to target the suppliers and companies we use
outside of work.

Sometime ago I heard about a car chauffeuring
business which was similarly targeted and com-
promised. The actors used executives’ personal
details to target them via phishing and other tar-
geted attacks.

The trouble is that in this connected world we
all have a large digital footprint, a shadow of our
activities and interactions across the web. While
this footprint can be advantageous, information
can be inadvertently exposed and thereby used
maliciously. Besides damaging your brand, a digi-

tal shadow can leave you vulnerable to corporate
espionage and competitive intelligence, as well
as create targets for cyber attackers. So, we can-
not wash our hands when we have built the best
possible defenses for our own businesses and
networks. Today the network is vast and continu-
ally growing.

We are not the only people to leave behind
traces online, the adversary also casts a shadow
like that of private and public corporations. We
can use that information to understand attacker
patterns, motives, attempted threat vectors, and
activities on the dark web, to better assess and
design your security postures

By ensuring we have the necessary visibility to
manage our own digital risk and ensure we have
warning and knowledge of any threats which
might come via this extended connected network
of suppliers, employees and other third parties. In
that way, we can hope to become more secure
and enjoy the huge benefits the digital world
brings us.

How secure is your car cleaning firm?

KUWAIT: Canon Middle East, a
leader in digital imaging solutions,
has participated at this year ’s
‘World Art Dubai 2017,’ which was
held at the Dubai World Trade
Centre between April 12th and
April 15th 2017, for the second
consecutive year.

World Art Dubai, which gathers
150 international galleries and
artists from five continents, fea-
tured a diverse collection of con-
temporary art work, paintings,
prints, sculptures, photographs
and media ranging in price from
$100 to $20,000. 

Being a feature partner, Canon
Middle East aims to showcase its
imaging solutions designed to
meet the current  and future
needs of its customers, employ-
ees and wider society. The way
people are using imager y is
changing, and Canon is adapting
and growing to support its cus-
tomers’ evolving needs. 

Anurag Agrawal,  Managing
Director, Canon Middle East said:
“At Canon we always look to pro-
mote our campaigns, especially
when it comes to encouraging
individuals in the creative field.
We are delighted to participate
i n  e ve n t s  s u c h  a s  Wo r l d  A r t
D u b a i  w h i c h  a l w ays  b r i n g s
together young and emerging
artists and buyers who are pas-
sionate about art.”

“We will continue to work along
with our community which aligns
with our corporate philosophy of
‘Kyosei’, meaning ‘living and work-
ing together for the common
good.” Agrawal added. At this year’s
event Canon provided a number of
engaging activities at its stand,
including ‘Canon’s PIXMA Creative

Park’ which showcased Canon’s
Paper Craft and Scrapbook. There
was also a competition especially
designed for children to express
their creativity by producing their
own 3D models. The best model for
each day won a Canon Printer.

The segment also featured a
canvas model for children and

their families to color in to create
a beautiful painting of the ocean.
By par ticipating in events l ike
World Art Dubai, Canon will con-
tinue to capitalize on its strong
position through ongoing innova-
tion to enhance its existing solu-
tions and services to better meet
customer needs.

Canon Mideast participates

at World Art Dubai 2017
‘Canon PIXMA Creative Park’ showcased at the four-day event

DUBAI: Centrify, the leader in securing hybrid
enterprises through the power of identity
services, announced significant enhance-
ments to its best-in-class privileged identity

management (PIM)
solution to stop
breaches that abuse
privilege. By mini-
mizing the attack
surface and control-
ling privileged access
to the hybrid enter-
prise, Centrify’s new
capabilities enable
organizations to
move from static,
long-lived privilege
assignments to a
just-in-time model

where advanced monitoring detects and
alerts in real-time on the creation of backdoor
accounts that make it easy to bypass a pass-
word vault.  

Securing privileged access in today ’s
hybrid enterprise is mandatory in achieving
a mature risk posture.  According to the The
Forrester  Wave:  Pr ivi leged Identity
Management,  Q3 2016,  80 percent of
breaches leverage privileged credentials to
gain access to the organization. The increas-
ingly hybrid nature of infrastructure, driven
by the adoption of cloud-based workloads,
is driving the need to secure privileged
access across on-premises, private-cloud
and public cloud infrastructure and apps
with a single solution. And while most PIM
solutions have traditionally focused on
vaulting the credentials for shared accounts
on-premises, password vaults alone do not
provide the level of privileged access securi-
ty required to stop the breach.

“Data breaches are happening at an

alarming rate and to stop them Centrify is
taking a unique approach to controlling priv-
ileged access in the hybrid enterprise that
simplifies the implementation of PIM best
practices and strengthens an organization’s
risk posture,” said Kamel Heus, regional man-
ager - MEA, Centrify. 

“By contrast, password vaults alone are not
enough, best practices require organizations
add and integrate point products to the vault,
which leaves gaps in security and increases
risk. We’ve closed those gaps with an integrat-
ed solution that combines password vaulting
with brokering of identities, MFA enforcement
and just-enough privilege, all while securing
remote access and monitoring all privileged
sessions,” he added.

Full PIM solution 
A recent Forrester study examined four lev-

els of Identity Access Management (IAM)
maturity. It found a direct correlation between
the number of PIM best practices an organiza-
tion has implemented and the number of
security incidents it encounters. Centrify’s
new PIM capabilities enable these best prac-
tices, adding to Centrify’s already comprehen-
sive set of integrated services that help organ-
izations increase their IAM maturity level and
security posture. 

l Establish Identity Assurance: Centrify
ensures accountability by having users log in
as themselves and attributing all activity to
the individual. Its advanced host-based audit-
ing capabilities now include process-level
monitoring in addition to existing shell-based
monitoring to attribute all activity to the indi-
vidual instead of a shared account or alias.
This new advanced monitoring adds a layer of
security that is virtually impossible to spoof.

l Limit Lateral Movement:  Centrify
enables organizations to reduce the attack

surface by governing privileged access and
ensuring users’ privileges only apply on the
approved server. Now you can require access
approvals for role assignment and make them
short-lived.  Centrify’s proven host-based priv-
ilege management ensures that the user’s
approved privileges apply only to the target
system, and cannot be used across the net-
work on other computers. And if credentials
are compromised, hackers and malware will
not have the privileges that would allow them
to wreak havoc within your network.

l Institute Least Privilege: Centrify now
uniquely governs access to both privileged
accounts and privilege elevation via roles
enabling organizations to implement true
cross-platform least privilege access. Centrify
lowers the risk of a security breach by granti-
ng just-in-time privilege and just-enough-
privilege through temporary and time-bound
access that leverages request and approval
workflows. Audit trails and compliance report-
ing capabilities now include who has access,
who approved that access and how that
access was used across privileged accounts
and privileged roles.

l Monitor Privileged Use: Centrify now
monitors for the creation of backdoors whose
existence make privileged access to infra-
structure convenient instead of secure.
Centrify’s advanced monitoring capabilities
detect the growing threatscape and alert in
real time through SIEM integration on rogue
creation of SSH keys that enable privileged
access that bypasses the password vault.

According to the Forrester study, organiza-
tions that reach the highest levels on the
maturity scale are 50 percent less likely to
have a breach. In addition, these organiza-
tions save 40 percent in security costs over
their less mature counterparts, and spend $5
million less in breach costs.

Centrify warns password vaults alone

not enough to stop data breaches
Innovative new capabilities help greatly reduce risk of a breach

KUWAIT: Qualitynet, the leading
provider of Internet and informa-
tion communication services in
Kuwait, has announced the intro-
duction of a CDN Cache Service
for Information Storage Servers.
The service facilities the storage
for servers of Facebook and
Instagram, the largest Social
Networking sites we have today,
on its local network.

Engineer Mustafa Al-Najjar,
Chief Technology  Officer -
Qualitynet said that the com-
pany is at the forefront of providing the lat-
est in global ICT solutions to its customer
base,  from both the Retail and Business
sectors. “Our teams of experts strive to fur-
ther improve communication and cus-
tomer satisfaction. Many of the global sites
have been added on our Local Network, by
implementing the CDN Cache service. Most

recently among these were
global networking giants
Facebook and Instagram”
said Najjar.

He added that the CDN
Cache Service for electronic
storage servers improves the
quality of receiving electronic
content, both video and audio
files. The service hosts global
and other sites on the Local
Internet Networks, which con-
tributes to the rapid download
and exchange of files with visual

or audio content. “Local web hosting increases
the quality of e-content and saves time to
download content, as the global content resides
on our local network. The customer can now
enjoy a smoother and faster experience brows-
ing Facebook and Instagram, without having to
waste any more time while downloading or
sharing their favorite content” concluded Najjar.

Qualitynet introduce CDN Cache

for information service servers

Engineer Mustafa 
Al-Najjar

Kamel Heus,
Regional 

Manager - Centrify

SYDNEY: Tech billionaire Scott Farquhar has bought a
Sydney waterfront mansion for an Australian record
75 million Australian dollars ($56 million), a report
said yesterday, after the owners resisted selling the
1863-built home to developers.

The co-founder of Australian software giant
Atlassian, which floated in the United States in late
2015, snapped up the iconic ‘Elaine’ from John
Brehmer Fairfax, whose family formerly owned the
Sydney Morning Herald.

The estate, which stretches down to a harbor
beach in Sydney’s prestigious Point Piper, had been in
the Fairfax family since 1891 when it was bought for
2,100 pounds. It features horse stables, a tennis court
and a ballroom. Fairfax reportedly resisted larger
offers from developers to subdivide the land. “We are
thrilled with the purchase and honored to take over
the Elaine estate in its entirety from the Fairfax family,”
Farquhar, 37, told Fairfax Media.

“It would have been a great loss to see this rare

property sold to developers and carved up. When we
heard of the plans, we just couldn’t let this beautiful
piece of Australian history be turned into a develop-
ment site.” The price tag set a record for residential
property in Australia, the Australian Financial Review
said. It topped the previous 70 million Australian dol-
lars in 2015 when mogul James Packer, who runs
worldwide gambling empire Crown, sold his Sydney
home to Australian-Chinese billionaire businessman
Chau Chak Wing.  —AFP

Tech billionaire buys Sydney mansion for record price


