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MANAMA: Huawei Bahrain and NEC
Payments have announced the imple-
mentation of a new enterprise-class data-
center, designed to support Bahrain’s
financial services industry and emerging
cashless society. A fully-fledged hardware
solution by Huawei has scaled the data-

center’s capacity and security to meet
NEC Payments customers’ high volume of
data demands as they continue to evolve.

Among Huawei’s latest technology
deployed at NEC Payments’ datacenter are
two converged servers, which integrate
many functions for handling big data in

one single framework. These have been
coupled with one of Huawei’s hallmark
cloud data storage systems designed for
fast data growth and on-demand disaster
recovery, as well as Huawei’s high security
data protection system. 

Huawei Bahrain’s CEO, Feng Nan Paul

commented, “It’s been an honor to mark
yet another step forward in the direction
of Bahrain’s digital transformation and
ICT development. We look forward to
this datacenter empowering Bahrain’s
local payments market and serving
Bahrain’s growing cashless economy.”

“We’re glad to leverage our ICT
knowledge, comprehensive technical
expertise and continuous innovations,
aimed at building open, resilient and
secure platforms in Bahrain’s enterprise
market,” concluded Feng Nan Paul.  The
NEC Payments datacenter has been
deployed to address the needs of
Bahrain’s financial services industry and
to drive the digital transformation of the
payments sector. I t provides NEC
Payments with network security, pro-
cessing and storage capacity to manage
expanding volumes of digital transac-
tions and data for mission-critical work-
loads. Beneficiaries include banks, finan-
cial companies and businesses requiring
payments services, as well as public sec-
tor entities. 

Built and operated to international
standards, and with certifications includ-
ing compliance with the industry’s latest
payment security standards, NEC
Payments flexible infrastructure suits the
requirements of virtually all clients, espe-

cially those requiring high-performance
online transaction processing in a high-
ly-secure on-premises environment.

NEC Payments CEO, Andrew Sims
commented, “It’s been a pleasure collab-
orating with a global provider such as
Huawei which has a clear understanding
of Bahrain’s digital transition and
adheres to the principle of shared suc-
cess. The implementation of our on-
premises data center in Bahrain was a
critical stage in the deployment and cer-
tification of our highly-innovative multi-
channel, multi-wallet, multi-currency
transaction processing platform.”

Sims added, “It enables us to rapidly
deploy and scale new payment products
and services on behalf of financial servic-
es customers in Bahrain and the GCC
which will promote financial inclusion
and help to create new and efficient pay-
ment flows for governments, businesses
and consumers. Huawei made the imple-
mentation a smooth process that will
truly benefit us, our customers and help
drive digital transformation in Bahrain.”

Huawei Bahrain’s Enterprise Business
Group solutions are designed to help
enterprises meet the demands of the
increasingly connected world and pro-
vide businesses a better competitive
edge in the local market. 

Huawei Bahrain powers NEC Payments’ hyperscale datacenter

DUBAI: Nissan Motor Co. Ltd. has set up a new
unit to expand its NISMO road car business by
making a greater range of models available to
customers in more markets. The NISMO Cars
Business Department is part of Autech Japan, Inc,
a Nissan group company that makes converted
vehicles. Using talent from Nissan, Autech, Nissan
Motorsports International Co., Ltd. and other
group companies, it will plan and develop more
appealing products in a shorter time. 

Nissan plans to expand the range of NISMO
road cars to new segments, market them more
globally and boost the lineup in existing markets,
including Japan, North America, Europe and the
Middle East. This will help increase sales of NISMO
cars, which are now about 15,000 units a year. 

Nissan introduced the NISMO brand to its
mainstream model lineup in 2013 to bring cus-
tomers more innovations and excitement.
Featuring performance and styling developed
through NISMO’s motorsports activities, the cars
offer a sporty driving experience combined with
Nissan’s quality, reliability and durability. NISMO
road cars NISMO road cars introduced so far
include the GT-R, Fairlady Z, Juke, Note, Sentra
and Patrol. 

“As a Nissan sub-brand, NISMO further builds
upon the core values of Nissan cars,” said Takao
Katagiri, president and CEO of both Autech Japan
and Nissan Motorsports International. “With the
combined expertise of Nissan group companies,
NISMO road cars will make customers enjoy
Nissan cars more than ever.” 

The new business unit will also work with
Nissan Motorsports International on marketing.
This includes showing NISMO road cars at Nissan
dealerships and showrooms and holding events
and activities for NISMO car owners.

Nissan sets up unit to boost 

NISMO road car business
More high-performance models to be rolled out globally

KUWAIT: Qatar Airways brought its partici-
pation in the Arabian Travel Market (ATM)
2017, the region’s largest travel show, to a
successful conclusion by revealing a host of
new destinations, showcasing product
innovations and displaying the airline’s

new Business Class Qsuite for the first time
in the Middle East.

A number of exciting announcements
were made by Qatar Airways at ATM,
including the launch of the new high-
speed broadband partnership with
Inmarsat (GX Aviation), as well as plans to
introduce a fifth daily non-stop service
from Doha to Bangkok, a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) with the Tourism
Authority of Thailand (TAT) signed to boost
tourism between both nations, and the
launch of the airline’s redesigned website
set to go live in May.

Qatar Airways Group Chief Executive,
Akbar Al-Baker said: “The Arabian Travel
Market has always been one of our most
anticipated events of the year for the
opportunities it brings, and 2017 proved to
be no exception. We are delighted with the
outcome of our participation at the Arabian
Travel Market, where we demonstrated our
continued commitment to innovation and
growth, and showcased our ground-break-
ing Business Class Qsuite, reinforcing Qatar
Airways’ leading position to the global trav-
el, tourism and hospitality industries.”

Significantly, Al-Baker also revealed a
host of new destinations the airline will
launch in 2018: San Francisco, US; Cardiff,
United Kingdom; Utapao, Thailand;
Chittagong, Bangladesh; Mykonos, Greece;
M·laga, Spain; Accra, Ghana; Lisbon,
Portugal; Abidjan, Ivory Coast; Prague,
Czech Republic; Kiev, Ukraine, and
Mombasa, Kenya.

On day one of ATM, Al-Baker hosted a
packed press conference followed by an
unveiling ceremony that revealed the high-
ly-acclaimed new Business Class Qsuite for
the first time in the Middle East before inter-
national media, travel trade leaders, indus-
try representatives and VIP guests.

Al-Baker welcomed and gave a tour of
the Qsuite to industry leaders and digni-
taries including Sheikh Mohammed Bin
Rashid Al-Maktoum, Vice President and

Prime Minister of the United Arab Emirates
(UAE) and Ruler of Dubai and Sheikh
Hamdan Bin Mohammed Bin Rashid Al-
Maktoum, Crown Prince of Dubai.

Thousands of visitors experienced Qatar
Airways’ renowned hospitality at its
impressive two-storey stand, while explor-
ing the potential to travel the world
through the airline’s network of more than
150 destinations.

Qatar Airways was named ‘Airline with
the Best Business Class’, and the ‘Airline with
the Best Cabin Crew’ on the eve of Arabian
Travel Market at the prestigious Business
Traveller Middle East Awards 2017. The
awards are based on votes submitted by
the readers of Business Traveller Middle

East, and add to the international recogni-
tion and the growing list of accolades the
carrier has received.

The airline currently holds the title of
World’s Best Business Class as awarded by
Skytrax in 2016, and its Doha hub, Hamad
International Airport (HIA) was also recently
honored with five stars at the Skytrax World
Airport Awards and was ranked Sixth Best
Airport in the World.

Qatar Airways is the national carrier of
the State of Qatar, and is one of the fastest
growing airlines operating one of the
youngest fleets in the world. Qatar Airways
has a modern fleet of 195 aircraft flying to
more than 150 key business and leisure des-
tinations across six continents. 

Qatar Airways marks another 

successful year at ATM 2017

IBS becomes a trusted

partner of The

London Institute of

Banking & Finance

KUWAIT: The London Institute of Banking & Finance
(LIBF), UK, has signed an agreement to formally rec-
ognize the training programs offered by the Institute
of Banking Studies (IBS).

IBS has become a “Trusted Partner” of LIBF, follow-
ing a thorough review of the quality and relevance of
its training programs. It is the highest level of recog-
nition offered by the UK-based
financial education provider to
its international stakeholders.

To become a Trusted Partner,
IBS has demonstrated its training
programs are of a high quality, its
trainers are experienced and its
learning facilities support their
students in completing their
studies in line with LIBF own high
standards.   The par tnership
enables LIBF to assist IBS in its
objective to promote professional education to those
working in the Kuwaiti financial services sector and
support their career development.

Along with receiving external recognition, the IBS’
training programs will now provide their students a
pathway to LIBF’s framework of professional qualifi-
cations, which will provide Kuwaiti banking staff the
opportunity to continue their studies up to Chartered
and Masters (MSc) level.

Professor Yaqoub Alrefaei, Director General of the
Institute of Banking Studies said: “This partnership is
globally the first “Trusted Partner Agreement” to be
granted by LIBF to an international organization and
as such is recognition of the high quality of training
and development provided by IBS. We look forward
to working with the LIBF in further enhancing the
significant quality of the Kuwait financial services
sector”.

Alex Fraser, CEO, The London Institute of Banking
& Finance, said: “ This agreement recognizes the
excellent work IBS has done in encouraging profes-
sional financial education in Kuwait. We are delighted
to assist IBS in broadening the scope of their pro-
grams, ensuring they remain relevant and continue
to meet the requirements of the banking and finance
community.”


