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MADRID: Combo picture shows Real Madrid’s French coach Zinedine Zidane (left) shouting during the UEFA Champions League quarter-final
second leg football match Real Madrid vs FC Bayern Munich and Atletico Madrid’s Argentinean coach Diego Simeone gesturing during the
Spanish league football match Club Atletico de Madrid vs Sevilla FC at the Vicente Calderon stadium. —AFP

VIENNA: “Vienna til I die!” chanted the fans,
in accented English, at a recent rainy
match, testament to the British roots of
Austria’s oldest football club: the once-
mighty First Vienna FC 1894.  But while the
few hundred diehard supporters give it
their all week in week out, the now dilapi-
dated terraces of what was once continen-
tal Europe’s biggest stadium may soon fall
silent for ever. In March the 123-year-old
club, which even under the Nazis was
allowed to keep its English name “Vienna”,
declared itself insolvent and is trying to
hammer out a survival plan. 

The players haven’t been paid since
December and automatic relegation looms
from Austria’s already lowly third division,
the Austrian Regional League East, making
finding new sponsors even harder. “If it all
ends, it will be the end of an era,” sighed
Robert Haidinger, head of the supporters
club, as he charged five euros ($5.50) for
the trickle of cars arriving for the evening
match. “A piece of Viennese history would
disappear,” he said.

BRITISH IMPORT
Like elsewhere in Europe and beyond in

the late 19th century, British immigrants
were a major driving force in the birth of
Austrian football. The “Vienna” was found-
ed, in a pub, in 1894 by British gardeners
together with locals smitten with this exot-
ic new combination of exercise and gentle-
manly “fair play”. The club quickly became
an all-Austrian affair but its three-legged
logo, the triskelion, still survives in tribute
to the homeland of one of the founders,
William Beale from the Isle of Man. To this
day many of the chants on the terraces are
in English. “Hey ho let’s go,” says a sign, in
English, on the way out of the ground. “To
hear lots of voices singing all together
something like ‘Come on Vienna’ is, well, it
gives you goosebumps,” said Josef Keglevic,
a lifelong fan.

‘WUNDERTEAM’
“Vienna” used to be a force to be reck-

oned with not only in domestic football but
internationally too. Visiting Spain in 1925,
they thrashed Barcelona 4-1. Its Hohe
Warte stadium, the biggest in Europe out-
side Britain when it opened in 1921, was
also the home ground for Austria’s leg-
endary national “Wunderteam”.As many as

85,000 supporters watched trainer Hugo
Meisl ’s men-slayers of allcomers and
unlucky favourites for the 1934 World Cup-
play Italy here in 1923.

When Hitler, no fan of football, annexed
his native Austria into the Third Reich in
1938, the club’s many Jewish players and
functionaries were quickly expelled. Rudolf
Spitzer, who took part in the club’s first offi-
cial match in 1894, was one of several peo-
ple associated with the club murdered in
the Holocaust.  But from a sporting point of
view the Nazi era went well for the
Viennese.  In 1943 they won the
Tschammerpokal cup at the since-renamed
“Adolf-Hitler-Kampfbahn” stadium in
Stuttgart.

“It was one of most successful teams in
World War II,” historian Alexander Juraske,
author of a book on the club’s history said.
After 1945, once Austria was re-established
and life returned to normal, the club
remained highly successful and in 1955
won the Austrian championship for the
sixth and, so far, final time. Plagued by poor
performances, a slow decline set in over
the following decades and in 1992 it
slipped out of the Bundesliga top league
for the final time. “The club also made a lot
of mistakes,” Juraske said. “Financially it bit
off more than it could chew.”

VIENNA GOT SOUL
Chief executive Gerhard Krisch is trying

to cut spending by 700,000 euros a third of
the club’s costs-but faces an uphill battle to
save this piece of sporting history.
Regulations only allow the stadium-now a
“nature arena” with a grass bank on three
sides-to hold 5,500 people, stymying efforts
to make money through events like con-
certs. And in this small Alpine country, only
the big clubs like Red Bull Salzburg can
make any money, filling their stadiums with
15,000-20,000 fans.  “All the others have
problems, including in the Bundesliga, with
fewer than 2,000-3,000 supporters. That’s
not enough to run a club economically,”
Krisch said. But Josef Keglevic, a supporter
since he was six years old, said “Vienna” still
has something special. “At clubs like
Barcelona, Real Madrid or Bayern Munich...
there is no humanity any more. There as a
supporter you are just a number, a revenue
generator,” he said. “But here there is some-
thing, a feeling... A soul, yes.”—AFP 

Austria oldest football 
club faces final whistle

MADRID: Real Madrid are the only team who have
stopped Atletico Madrid adding a Champions
League triumph to their achievements under
Diego Simeone and for the fourth year running the
Rojiblancos’ illustrious neighbors block their path
to European glory. Atletico under their charismatic
Argentine coach have seen off the giants of the
European game past and present, beating AC
Milan, Chelsea, Juventus, Bayern Munich and twice
knocking out Barcelona, but they have repeatedly
fallen to their neighbors.

Atletico have shaken off their inferiority com-
plex against Real in every other competition under
Simeone, beating them twice in the King’s Cup and
winning four of their last eight league derbies, but
not in Europe’s elite arena. Real host Atletico in
today’s semi-final, first leg having beaten them 5-3
on penalties in the 2016 final and 4-1 in extra time
in the 2014 showpiece when defender Sergio
Ramos’s 93rd minute equalizer denied Atletico a
first Champions League crown. Real’s European
dominance over Atletico runs as far back as Alfredo
di Stefano and Ferenc Puskas deciding a semi-final
in 1958/59, while Javier Hernandez got the only
goal in a quarter-final in 2014/15, the other two-
legged affair between them. While Atletico are
waiting to win the European Cup for the first time,
Real want a 12th triumph to become the first team
to retain the trophy in the Champions League era.
The winners of the tie will  face Monaco or
Juventus, who play on Wednesday.

ATLETI INJURIES
Atletico’s preparations for their fourth consecu-

tive European showdown with Real were hit by
Jose Gimenez sustaining a groin injury in
Saturday’s 5-0 hammering of Las Palmas, leaving
Simeone missing three defenders for the first leg as
right backs Sime Vrsaljko and Juanfran are also out.
Winger Yannick Carrasco hurt his collarbone in
Tuesday’s 1-0 home defeat by Villarreal, Atleti’s first
loss in 13 games in all competitions, although the
Belgian returned to full training on Sunday to
boost his chances of facing Real. 

Simeone praised his team’s resilience after they
responded to the Villarreal loss by ruthlessly
thrashing Las Palmas helped by three early goals.
“The team’s response fills me with pride, I never tire
of praising these players, they are incredible,” he
said. “Four days after that defeat they killed the
game off in 18 minutes and that’s down to one
word, the team.”

Atletico will need to magnify their collective
efforts if they are to finally topple a Real Madrid
side who have perfected the art of winning in this
campaign without hitting top form. Zinedine
Zidane’ side shook off a dogged Valencia side 2-1 at
the Bernabeu on Saturday with a late winner by
Marcelo, the 20th goal Real have scored in the final
10 minutes in the league this season, which kept
their bid for a 33rd title on track. “We showed great
spirit and proved to everyone who we are,” said the
Brazilian. “With our fans behind us, it’s very difficult
to beat us here.”— Reuters

Atletico aiming for revenge 
against Real at 4th attempt

MILAN: Ghana’s Sulley Muntari dramati-
cally walked off the pitch while playing for
Pescara at Cagliari on Sunday after his
complaints of racist abuse were met with
a yellow card. The former AC Milan and
Inter midfielder, who claimed the abuse
also came from children, angrily confront-
ed Cagliari fans, shouting at them: “This is
my color.” Muntari, 32, could now face dis-
ciplinary measures after deciding to leave
the field seconds before full-time-a deci-
sion that earned him a second yellow card,
and then a red,  from referee Daniele
Minelli. Earlier, he had spoken directly
with a section of the Cagliari supporters
targeting him with racist abuse.

“They shouted at me from the begin-
ning of the game, and in the first half I saw
children in the group, so I went to their
parents and gave them my jersey to set an
example and to say you are not supposed
to do that,” he said.  “I tried to reason with
them but the referee told me I had to stop.
That’s when I got pissed off. Why did he
not stop the match?  “I am not a victim,

but I am convinced that if they stopped
the matches, this kind of thing would not
happen any more.” While leaving the pitch
in frustration and murmuring “Basta !
(Enough)”, Muntari went to address more
supporters, showing them his arm and
shouting: “this is my color, this is my color.”

His protest was later backed by Pescara
coach Zdenek Zeman, although in com-
ments to Sky Sport the Czech veteran
said Muntari should not have quit the
game. “He asked the referee to intervene,
but he (said he had) neither heard nor
seen anything,” Zeman said. “Muntari was
right,  but he shouldn’t  have left  the
pitch.” Muntari was at AC Milan when for-
mer teammate Kevin Prince Boateng
angrily walked off the pitch while being
targeted with racist  abuse during a
friendly with lower league side Pro Patria
in January 2013. It prompted a wave of
support on social media, although foot-
ball’s ruling body FIFA, while applauding
Boateng’s principles, said it did not con-
done his decision to walk off.—AFP

‘Enough’ as Muntari walks
off after racial abuse

MADRID: Deportivo La Coruna midfielder
Juanfran scored a late own-goal in a 2-2 draw
Sunday at last-placed Osasuna to keep his
team from securing a spot in the top tier of the
Spanish league - for now. Deportivo could
have mathematically avoided relegation with
victory against already demoted Osasuna, but
Juanfran found his own net in the 78th minute
while trying to clear a free kick into the area.
Jhon Steven Mondragon had put the hosts
ahead in the fourth minute, but Brazilian for-
ward Guilherme scored in the 18th and 70th
minutes to put Deportivo ahead at the El Sadar
Stadium.

Deportivo, the 2000 Spanish league cham-
pion, needs at least a draw in one of its final
three games to escape relegation for the first
time since 2011. “The team has improved,”
Deportivo coach Pepe Mel said. “We are only
one point away, and if we keep playing like
this, we will earn this point. We have to remain
optimistic.” Deportivo is 16th in the 20-team
standings and has an eight-point gap over the
first team in the relegation zone, Sporting
Gijon, which lost 3-1 at Villarreal on Friday to
virtually seal its demotion after two straight
seasons in the top flight.

Osasuna, promoted to the first division this
season, had its relegation confirmed last round
after a 7-1 loss against league leader Barcelona
at the Camp Nou. Granada was also relegated
after a 2-1 loss at Real Sociedad on Saturday.
Before Osasuna’s home match on Sunday, play-

ers entered the field displaying a banner
thanking the local fans for their support
throughout the season. The team has won only
one home game, with two more victories away.
Osasuna endured a 21-game winless streak in
the league, and has only 19 points from 35
matches. Barcelona and Real Madrid remain at
the top with 81 points each. The Catalan club is
ahead on the head-to-head tiebreaker but it
has three games left while Madrid has four.
Barcelona won 3-0 at Espanyol on Saturday
with a pair of goals by Luis Suarez, while
Madrid scored late with Marcelo to defeat
Valencia 2-1 at the Santiago Bernabeu
Stadium. Third-placed Atletico Madrid routed
Las Palmas 5-0 in the Canary Islands to open a
three-point gap to fourth-placed Sevilla, which
visits Malaga on Monday. The third-placed
team automatically qualifies for the
Champions League, while the fourth-placed
club has to go through a playoff.

CELTA VIGO 0, ATHELTIC BILBAO 3
Athletic Bilbao stayed in position to qualify

for the Europa League with the convincing win
at Celta Vigo, which rested its regular starters
ahead of the game against Manchester United
in the competition’s semifinals on Thursday.
Raul Garcia scored twice and Mikel Rico added
another to leave Athletic in sixth place - the
final qualifying slot for the second-tier
European competition. Celta stayed 11th in the
Spanish league.

EIBAR 2, LEGANES 0
Leganes remained in danger of being rele-

gated after its third straight away loss. Kike and
Sergi Enrich scored four minutes apart in the
second half for mid-table Eibar. Defeat for
Leganes left the club six points ahead of
Sporting, which has the head-to-head
tiebreaker in case both teams finish level on
points after the final three matches. Leganes is
playing in the first division for the first time this
season.

REAL BETIS 1, ALAVES 4
Alaves conceded early at Real Betis but

came from behind with four second-half goals
to extend its unbeaten streak to four games.
Alaves, 10th in the standings, is trying to get in
form for the Copa del Rey final it will play
against Barcelona on May 27. Real Betis stayed
15th, and is mathematically sure to avoid rele-
gation.—AP 

MADRID: Real Madrid welcome Atletico Madrid
for the first leg of their Champions League semi-
final today hoping to do something that has
been beyond the reigning 11-time European
champions for six decades. Alfredo Di Stefano-
not Cristiano Ronaldo-was Madrid’s star man the
last time Los Blancos won La Liga and Europe’s
top club prize in the same season.

The eight times Real have been crowned
champions of Europe since they have always
done so happy to sacrifice La Liga for the tour-
nament they see as defining their role as the
biggest and best club in the world.”I won a
Champions League with Madrid in a year in
which we trained horribly,” former Spanish inter-
national goalkeeper Santiago Canizares told
radio station Cadena SER of the 1997/98 season.
“There was very little commitment, but it was
like there was psychological doping when we
played in the Champions League. Everyone per-
formed.” Two years later he experienced the
power of Madrid’s commitment to the
Champions League from the opposite side.

“Then I lost a final with Valencia against
Madrid in another horrible season for them.
“They finished the league terribly, there were
problems in the dressing room... and then they
arrived in Paris and played us off the park.” Even
this season the lure of becoming the first side to
successfully defend the Champions League has
edged out that of ending Barcelona’s domi-

nance of La Liga. That has been evidenced by
coach Zinedine Zidane’s line-ups for a string of
recent Liga games sandwiched between big
European ties. None of Ronaldo, Gareth Bale,
Karim Benzema, Luka Modric or Toni Kroos start-
ed any of Madrid’s last three away games.In
their absence the likes of Isco, Alvaro Morata
and Marco Asensio have shone and Madrid won
all three games, scoring 13 times in the process.
Real have already played 53 games this season
across five competitions and even two conti-
nents after travelling to Japan for the Club
World Cup.  Yet they remain on course for the
most successful season in the club’s storied
recent history thanks to the depth of their
resources.

ONE-SEASON LUXURY? 
Which has thrown up a new dilemma: the

performances of Madrid’s youngsters have left
question marks over whether a few star names
deserve their place in the team for today’s semi-
final. Real smashed Deportivo la Coruna 6-2 on
Wednesday with a team containing nine
changes from the side that lost El Clasico to
Barcelona days previously.  Yet they laboured to
beat Valencia 2-1 thanks to Marcelo’s late strike
when Zidane resorted to largely his preferred XI
on Saturday. “For me, it is harder to play against
Madrid’s B team than their A team,” said
Deportivo boss Pepe Mel.—AFP 

Real’s depth keeps 
rare double alive

MADRID: Real Madrid’s head coach Zinedine Zidane (right) watches as Real Madrid’s
Cristiano Ronaldo kicks a ball during a training session in Madrid yesterday. Real Madrid
will play Atletico Madrid today in a Champions League semifinal, 1st leg soccer match. —AP 

Deportivo still not safe 

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE
Real Madrid v Atletico de Madrid    21:45
beIN SPORTS HD 

CAGLIARI: Referee Daniele Minelli shows the yellow card to Pescara’s Sulley Muntari
(second from right) during a Serie A soccer match between Pescara and Cagliari, at
the Cagliari Sant’Elia stadium on Sunday, April 30, 2017. Pescara midfielder Sulley
Muntari walked off the pitch in protest during his side’s Serie A match at Cagliari
after being booked for complaining to the referee about racist abuse from fans. —AP 


