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LONDON: Snooker supremo Barry Hearn has said there’s no going back
to the days of huge pay-outs for 147 breaks, insisting those complaining
about the current prize money on offer for maximums should “get out of
the sport”. There had been no 147s heading into the second day of the
World Championship final at Sheffield’s Crucible Theatre in northern
England, with a relatively modest £5,000 on offer to a player achieving
the feat during the tournament. No player has made a Crucible maximum
since snooker great Stephen Hendry’s 147 in 2012 and there have only

been 10 in the history of the tournament, with Hendry and
Ronnie O’Sullivan compiling three apiece.  In 1997,

O’Sullivan, nicknamed ‘the Rocket’
for his speed around the table,

took just five minutes and 20
seconds to compile one of the

most astounding maximums in
snooker history, let alone at a
World Championship.  — AFP 

LONDON: Tottenham Hotspur must win their Premier League game
against West Ham United on Friday to cut the lead at the top and put
pressure on leaders Chelsea, manager Mauricio Pochettino has said.
Tottenham, who beat rivals Arsenal 2-0 on Sunday, are four points
behind Chelsea in second but can reduce the deficit to one point if they
win against West Ham and Chelsea fail to beat relegation-threatened
Middlesbrough. With four games left in the season,
Pochettino said that his side had to win at the London
Stadium and keep the title chase alive. “We have
reduced the gap to Chelsea again. And now we have to
be focused because we have on Friday a very important
game against West Ham,” Pochettino told reporters. “We
will have the chance to play before. It will be a tough
game and a difficult game and if we are able to win
we will see what happens. “It could be (important).
The race for the title is down to four points and we
will see what will happen.” — Reuters

LONDON: The United States Cricket Association (USACA) faces expul-
sion from the International Cricket Council (ICC), the sport’s global
governing body said yesterday. The ICC Board said the ICC Full Council
should “consider the expulsion” of USACA at its meeting in June,
because the organization has failed to co-operate with efforts to unify
cricket in the United States. USACA had already been temporarily sus-
pended from ICC membership in 2015, the third time in the last 12
years. “The decision to pass this resolution was not taken lightly by the
ICC Board,” ICC chief executive David Richardson said in a statement.
“Our focus throughout this two year process has been on the unifica-
tion of the USA cricket community behind USACA to grow and devel-
op the sport,” he said. “But it has become clear that this is just not pos-
sible and, having invested so much time and resources into helping
USACA and with little in the way of cooperation from USACA, the ICC
Board now felt that the only remaining option was for the ICC Full
Council to consider expulsion of USACA as a member of the ICC.—AFP 
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NEW YORK: Anthony Rendon went 6-for-6
with three home runs and a career-high 10
RBIs, and Matt Wieters had three hits, includ-
ing two homers and four RBIs, as the
Washington Nationals crushed the New York
Mets 23-5 on Sunday, salvaging the series
finale in convincing fashion. It was the first
multi-homer game in the career of Rendon,
who entered the day with five RBIs. He set a
career high with six hits and lifted his average
from .226 to .278. Washington hit a team-
record seven homers. The Nationals are the
first team in major league history to score at
least 14 runs five times in April.  Ryan
Zimmerman also had three hits for
Washington, which set a franchise record
(including Montreal) for runs in a game.

INDIANS 12, MARINERS 4
Francisco Lindor had two hits, including a

home run and three RBIs, and Michael Brantley
capped an eight-run third inning with a home
run as Cleveland collected 15 hits in support
of starter Josh Tomlin (2-3). Right-hander
Chase De Jong (0-2) made his first major
league start for the Mariners, and he gave up
six runs and nine hits in 2 2/3 innings.

BLUE JAYS 3, RAYS 1
Jose Bautista tied the score with a double,

Russell Martin drove in the go-ahead run with
a single and Toronto used a three-run eighth
inning to help win a series for the first time this

season. The Blue Jays also won two consecutive
games for the first time this season. JP Howell
(1-1) allowed a walk in one-third of an inning to
pick up the win. Roberto Osuna pitched around
an error by shortstop Ryan Goins and an infield
single in the ninth for his third save of the sea-
son. The Blue Jays lost starter Aaron Sanchez
after one inning with what the club said was a
split right middle finger.

TIGERS 7, WHITE SOX 3
Jim Adduci keyed a four-run fourth inning

with an RBI double, Jose Iglesias had a two-run
double and Justin Upton tagged a solo home
run to help Detroit snap a four-game losing
streak and end Chicago’s six-game winning
streak. Todd Frazier chased Detroit starter
Jordan Zimmermann (3-1) when he led off the
sixth inning with his third home run of the
season. Zimmermann gave up seven hits,
three runs, walked two and struck out five.

BREWERS 4, BRAVES 3
Domingo Santana hit a solo home run and

a three-run homer, and Matt Garza turned in
his best start of the season to lead Milwaukee.
Garza allowed three runs on six hits through 6
2/3 innings after Atlanta scored 21 runs on 32
hits the previous two nights.  Garza (1-0)
earned his first victory in his third start after
missing the first two weeks of the season with
a strained groin.

MARLINS 10, PIRATES 3
Justin Bour went 4-for-5 with six RBIs to

help Miami rally for a win. Bour, who fell a
triple short of the cycle, capped his perform-
ance with a two-run homer in the seventh.
Bour, who entered the game with a .184 bat-
ting average, helped the Marlins break a four-
game losing streak. The Pirates had their four-
game win streak snapped and missed com-
pleting their first road sweep of the Marlins
since 1993.

ASTROS 7, ATHLETICS 2
Dallas Keuchel became the first pitcher in

the majors to reach five victories on the sea-
son, carrying a shutout into the eighth inning,
to lead Houston. Keuchel (5-0) was one strike
shy of twirling eight shutout innings, but
Athletics shortstop Adam Rosales’ two-out sin-
gle facilitated a pitching change. Rosales sub-
sequently scored when first baseman Ryon
Healy slapped a single to center field off Astros
reliever Luke Gregerson, who limited the dam-
age to one run. Keuchel allowed three hits and
two walks while striking out nine over 7 2/3
innings. It marked the fifth time in six starts
that he surrendered one earned run or none.

REDS 5, CARDINALS 4
Joey Votto singled with the bases loaded in

the eighth inning to complete a Cincinnati
comeback from a 4-0 deficit. The Reds loaded
the bases against Trevor Rosenthal with a
walk, single and another walk before Votto’s
one-out single let the Reds snap a four-game
losing streak. The Cardinals had built the lead
with one run in the first, which scored on a
wild pitch, and Matt Carpenter’s three-run
double in the fifth.

ORIOLES 7, YANKEES 4 (11 INNINGS)
Mark Trumbo hit the tiebreaking single

with two outs in the top of the 11th inning to
lift Baltimore, which blew a two-run lead in the
ninth before getting the extra-inning win.
Trumbo gave the Orioles their second lead of
the game when he grounded a clean single up
the middle off Bryan Mitchell to put Baltimore
ahead 5-4. The Orioles were one out from a 4-2
win in the ninth before Didi Gregorius hit a
two-run single off Donnie Hart to tie it.

TWINS 7, ROYALS 5
Miguel Sano drove in five runs and Phil

Hughes pitched effectively into the sixth
inning to give Minnesota the win and hand
Kansas City its ninth straight loss. Sano hit a
three-run homer in the third to erase an early
2-0 deficit.He added a run-scoring single in the
fourth and an RBI single in the sixth. It was his

fourth straight multi-hit game to raise his aver-
age to .316. Hughes (4-1) was charged with
four runs on 10 hits, including a Lorenzo Cain
home run, in 5 2/3 innings.

ANGELS 5, RANGERS 2
Jefry Marte drove in three runs with a single

and home run to lead Los Angeles. Kole
Calhoun hit a leadoff home run in the third
inning for the Angels and Marte delivered a
two-run single in the fifth.  Marte’s homer was a
solo shot in the ninth that capped the scoring.

DODGERS 5, PHILLIES 3
Hyun-Jim Ryu earned his first win since

2014, Justin Turner extended his major-
league-leading hitting streak to 16 games with
a 3-for-4 day, and Los Angeles finished a
sweep of the series. It was the sixth win in
eight games for the Dodgers and a huge victo-
ry for Ryu, who suffered a shoulder injury and
sat out the entire 2015 season. He rehabbed
and returned in 2016 only to suffer an elbow
injury in his only start, sidelining him again.

PADRES 5, GIANTS 2 (12 INNINGS)
Wil Myers hit a three-run home run in the

12th inning off George Kontos to give San
Diego a comeback win. The Giants led 2-0
entering the ninth, but San Francisco closer

Mark Melancon gave up a two-run homer to
pinch hitter Hector Sanchez that sent the
game into extra innings. Giants starting pitch-
er Ty Blach surrendered three hits in seven
shutout innings.

DIAMONDBACKS 2, ROCKIES 0 (13
INNINGS)

Daniel Descalso belted a two-run homer in
the 13th inning to drive in the game’s only
runs. The game was the first ever to go score-
less past the 11th inning at Chase Field, which
opened in 1998. Descalso’s homer came off
Jordan Lyles (0-1) and drove in Brandon Drury,
who reached on an infield hit. D-backs starter
Patrick Corbin allowed no runs and just two
hits in 6 1/3 innings. Rockies starter German
Marquez matched him by shutting the D-
backs out through six innings while allowing
six hits.

RED SOX 6, CUBS 2
Marco Hernandez scored the go-ahead run

on a wild pitch by Pedro Strop in Boston’s four-
run eighth inning. Hanley Ramirez homered
for the second straight day for the Red Sox,
who took two of three games in Chicago’s first
visit to Fenway since 2014. Kris Bryant extend-
ed his hitting streak to 11 games with his
fourth homer, a solo shot.— Reuters

Nationals maul Mets; Padres beat Giants 

MLB results/standings

American League
Eastern Division

W L PCT GB
Baltimore 15 8 .652 -
NY Yankees 15 8 .652 -
Boston 13 11 .542 2.5
Tampa Bay 12 14 .462 4.5
Toronto 8 17 .320 8

Central Division
Cleveland 14 10 .583 -
Chicago White Sox 13 10 .565 0.5
Minnesota 12 11 .522 1.5
Detroit 12 12 .500 2
Kansas City 7 16 .304 6.5

Western Division
Houston 16 9 .640 -
LA Angels 14 13 .519 3
Oakland 11 14 .440 5
Texas 11 14 .440 5
Seattle 11 15 .423 5.5

National League
Eastern Division

Washington 17 8 .680 -
Miami 11 12 .478 5
Philadelphia 11 12 .478 5
Atlanta 10 13 .435 6
NY Mets 10 14 .417 6.5

Central Division
Chicago Cubs 13 11 .542 -
Milwaukee 13 13 .500 1
St. Louis 12 12 .500 1
Cincinnati 11 13 .458 2
Pittsburgh 11 13 .458 2

Western Division
Colorado 16 10 .615 -
Arizona 16 11 .593 0.5
LA Dodgers 14 12 .538 2
San Diego 11 16 .407 5.5
San Francisco 9 17 .346 7

Boston 6, Chicago Cubs 2; Arizona 2, Colorado 0 (13 innings); LA Dodgers 5, Philadelphia 3; San Diego 5, San
Francisco 2 (12 innings); LA Angels 5, Texas 2; Cincinnati 5, St. Louis 4; Minnesota 7, Kansas City 5; Milwaukee 4,
Atlanta 3; Houston 7, Oakland 2; Washington 23, NY Mets 5; Detroit 7, Chicago White Sox 3; Miami 10,
Pittsburgh 3; Cleveland 12 Seattle 4; Toronto 3, Tampa Bay 1; Baltimore 7, NY Yankees 4 (11 innings).

BOSTON: Jon Jay #30 of the Chicago Cubs slides safely into home plate under the tag of Joe Kelly #56 of the Boston Red Sox in the seventh inning of a game against at Fenway Park on April 30, 2017. — AFP 

PHOENIX: Daniel Descalso #3 of the Arizona Diamondbacks is dunked with gatorade after
hiting a two run home run to defeat the Colorado Rockies 2-0 in the 13th inning of the MLB
game at Chase Field on April 30, 2017 in Phoenix. — AFP 
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