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BANGKOK: Thailand’s prime minister
has  accepted an inv i tat ion f rom
President Donald Trump to vis it  the
United States, his office said yesterday,
as the US leader made an unexpected
diplomatic  init iat ive toward several
Southeast Asian counterparts. Trump
telephoned Thai Prime Minister Prayuth
Chan- ocha and S ingapore  Pr ime
Minister Lee Hsien Loong on Sunday to
reaffirm traditional close relations and
invite them for meetings. 

The invitations followed another one in

a call late Saturday to Philippine President
Rodrigo Duterte. Washington’s diplomacy
in Asia has focused recently on China and
tensions with North Korea, although Vice
President Mike Pence included Indonesia
on a recent Asia tour. 

Prayuth’s office said he had accepted
Trump’s invitation, while a Singapore
Foreign Ministry statement said the two
leaders “looked forward to meeting each
other soon.” No dates were mentioned for
the visits.  Human rights groups have criti-
cized Prayuth for seizing power in a coup

and curbing democratic rights, while
Duterte is scorned for his deadly war on
illegal drugs. Both bristle at the criticisms.
However, Washington has strategic con-
cerns in countering Chinese influence in
Southeast Asia. Thailand, Singapore and
the Philippines are historically the most
pro-Western nations in the region, but
China’s influence has been increasing as it
flexes its economic muscle and projects its
military power into the South China Sea.
Prayuth’s government last week
announced approval of a plan to purchase

a submarine from China.  Prayuth’s office
said he and Trump reaffirmed the impor-
tance of their countries’ long-standing
alliance. It also said Prayuth invited Trump
to visit Thailand at a convenient time. The
White House statement about the call to
Lee mentioned that “robust security coop-
eration and close collaboration on regional
and global challenges” mark the two coun-
tries’ partnership. 

The New York-based group Human Rights
Watch, which had already criticized Trump
for his invitation to Duterte, also deplored his

invitation to Prayuth.  “With one brief phone
call, he essentially gave the Thai junta a
green light to continue on its abusive path:
harassing and abusing activists into silence,
cracking down on independent media, ban-
ning public protests and political meetings,
and allowing increased use of torture,” said
Brad Adams, head of the group’s Asia divi-
sion. “The only thing in the region that has
fallen further and faster than Thailand’s
respect for human rights is America’s previ-
ous practice of including human rights con-
siderations in its foreign policy.”—AP
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SRINAGAR, India: Pakistani sol-
diers killed two members of an
Indian army patrol on the de
facto border in the disputed
Kashmir region yesterday and
then mutilated their bodies,
the Indian army said, vowing to
exac t  revenge.  Accusat ions
that Pakistani forces have muti-
lated dead Indian soldiers have
in the past outraged the Indian
publ ic  and intens i f ied
demands for retribution. 

The Indian army said Pakistani
forces fired rockets and mortar
bombs at two Indian posts on the
Line of Control dividing Muslim-
majority Kashmir between the
two sides, in the Krishna Ghati
sector. “In an unsoldierly act by
the Pak army the bodies of two of
our soldiers in the patrol were
mutilated,” the Indian army said in
a statement, referring to Pakistani
forces. “Such despicable act of
Pakistan army will be appropri-
ately responded.”

There was no immediate
response from the Pakistan army
and Reuters was not in a position
to independently verify the

authenticity of the Indian
account. It was also not immedi-
ately clear what led to the latest
clash between the nuclear-armed
neighbors. The armies have been
facing off for decades across the
Line of Control, an old ceasefire
line through the region that both
countries claim in full but rule in
part. Recently, a 2003 ceasefire in
the region has frayed with spo-
radic cross-border firing. 

Both sides have accused each
of violating the ceasefire and of
beheading soldiers in the past. In
November, three Indian soldiers
were killed in an ambush, and the
body of one of them was mutilat-
ed, the Indian army said at the
time. Peace talks between the two
countries have been on hold for
years and diplomatic engagement
is at a minimum. India accuses
Pakistan of backing Islamist mili-
tants and encouraging them to
attack Indian forces in Indian-con-
trolled Kashmir and, occasionally,
in other parts of India. Pakistan
denies that and says India must
hold negotiations on the future of
Kashmir.—Reuters

TOKYO: A Japanese naval destroyer left port yes-
terday on a reported mission of escorting US mil-
itary ships off the coast as Japan tries to increase
its military role amid heightened tension on the
Korean Peninsula. The helicopter carrier Izumo
departed from the Yokosuka port near Tokyo in
the morning. The destroyer was to meet up and
escort a US supply ship in the Pacific Ocean
south of Tokyo later yesterday, a new mission
under the new security legislation allowing
Japan’s military a greater role in overseas activity,
according to Japanese media reports. 

They said that the US supply ship is expected

to refuel other American warships, including the
USS Carl Vinson strike group, currently in the
region. Japan’s defense ministry only said that
the Izumo left yesterday to eventually partici-
pate in an international naval event in Singapore
on May 15. Tensions have increased as North
Korea pushes to develop its missile and nuclear
weapons programs in defiance of international
sanctions and President Donald Trump warns of
the potential threat Pyongyang’s action pose to
other countries.

Trump sent the USS Carl Vinson toward the
region, and the US and South Korea also started

installing a missile defense system that is sup-
posed to be partially operational within days. In
Australia, Prime Minister Malcom Turnbull used a
commemoration of a World War II naval battle to
warn North Korea against military threat. “Today
Australia and the United States continue to work
with our allies to address new security threats
around the world,” Turnbull said. “Together, we’re
taking a strong message to North Korea that we
will not tolerate reckless, dangerous threats to
the peace and stability of our region.” Turnbull
will meet Trump for the first time Thursday in
New York.—AP
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KANAGAWA: Japan’s Maritime Self Defense Forces helicopter carrier Izumo sails out its Yokosuka Base in Kanagawa prefecture yesterday.—AFP

WASHINGTON: Afghan security forces
were killed at a “shockingly high” rate dur-
ing what historically has been a winter lull
in fighting against the Taleban, a US
watchdog said in a report yesterday.
According to the US government’s Special
Inspector General for Afghanistan
Reconstruction (SIGAR), 807 troops from
the Afghan National Defense and Security
Forces died between Jan 1 and Feb 24.
“Afghanistan remains in the grip of a dead-
ly war. Casualties suffered by (ANDSF) in
the fight against the Taliban and other
insurgents continue to be shockingly high,”
the report noted.

Levels of violence have traditionally
dipped over Afghanistan’s cold winter
months, but this year the Taliban continued
to battle government forces, most success-
fully in a horrific April 19 attack on a mili-
tary base outside the northern city of
Mazar-i-Sharif. The massacre saw insur-
gents armed with guns and suicide bombs
slaughter at least 144 recruits, a US official
said, though multiple sources have claimed
the toll was higher still.

Spring offensive 
The Afghan Taleban launched their

“spring offensive” Friday, heralding fresh
fighting the group said would include “con-
ventional attacks, guerrilla warfare, com-
plex martyrdom attacks (and) insider
attacks.” Afghan police and army units in
2015 took over from NATO the task of pro-
viding security for the country. According

to SIGAR, 6,785 Afghan soldiers and police
officers were killed between Jan 1 and Nov
12, 2016, with another 11,777 wounded.

The Afghan government has not provid-
ed US Forces-Afghanistan with data for the
last seven weeks of that year, but even the
partial numbers showed an increase of
about 35 percent from all of 2015, when
some 5,000 security forces were killed. The
SIGAR report also found that both Afghan
government and insurgent groups slightly
increased the amount of territory they
held, as the number of areas previously
considered “contested” dropped. 

Afghan forces now control 59.7 percent
of the country, up from 57.2 percent the
previous quarter. The Taleban and other
insurgent groups meanwhile saw their
areas of control or influence increase slight-
ly from about 10 percent to 11.1 percent.
The US Congress created SIGAR to provide
oversight into how the more than $100 bil-
lion appropriated for Afghan reconstruc-
tion has been spent since 2002. 

Part of its remit is to compile quarterly
reports providing snapshots of the coun-
try’s progress-or lack thereof-and highlight
ongoing challenges to the security situa-
tion.  The SIGAR report also points to a UN
tally showing that civilian casualties in 2016
were the highest since the United Nations
Assistance Mission in Afghanistan began
recording them in 2009. That count found
conflict-related civilian casualties in
Afghanistan rose to 11,418 in 2016, includ-
ing 3,498 killed and 7,920 wounded.—AFP

MUMBAI: India’s most brash and
controversial  T V news anchor
Arnab Goswami, renowned for his
hectoring style, is about to launch
a new channel and he’s unapolo-
getic about what viewers should
expect. “I’m patriotic and national-
istic and so will the channel be,” the
43-year-old said in a mellow tone
drastically different from his man-
ner on-screen where he regularly
shouts at guests. 

Goswami-known simply in India
as “Arnab”, such is his celebrity sta-
tus will launch “Republic TV” with-
in the next fortnight, six months
after quitting Times Now where he

hosted a nightly news show. The
journalist  is  adored by many
Indians for his j ingoistic,  anti-
Pakistan views but is  equally
loathed by others, often on the
left,  who accuse him of noisily
trumpeting a right-wing agenda. 

Commentators also criticize him
for promoting a biased approach to
covering news, but Goswami is
unrepentant, rejecting any notion
that journalists’ reporting should be
balanced and impartial. “When a
Pakistani terrorist group kills my
soldier, I shall not try to look at it
through this distilled lens of objec-
tivity and say I must understand the

K ATHMANDU: Nepal ’s  f i rst  female
Supreme Court chief justice was suspend-
ed after an impeachment motion was
filed in parliament accusing her of bias
and interfering with executive powers.
Sushila Karki, who had one of the highest
positions ever held by a woman in Nepal,
was suspended automatically after the
motion signed by nearly half the mem-
bers in parl iament was registered,
Supreme Court spokesman Mahendra
Nath Upadhaya said yesterday.

Deputy Prime Minister Bimalendra
Nidhi resigned in protest of the impeach-
ment motion, an absence likely to cause
problems because crucial municipal and
district elections are planned in two weeks.
Nidhi was also the home minister tasked
with arranging security for the polls. Nidhi
handed in his resignation because he dis-
agrees with the motion filed against the
chief justice, which will bring further dis-
tance between the legislature and judici-
ary, his press adviser Ramjee Dahal said.

There was no discussion on the issue
within the party,  Dahal said. Nidhi is
from the Nepali Congress party, one of
the two ruling parties whose members
signed the motion. Karki was accused of
interfering with executive powers and
issuing biased decisions. 

The motion cited a court order over-
turning the government’s appointment of
the police chief. The motion, filed late
Sunday, needs to be debated in parlia-
ment and then receive two-thirds of the
votes in the 601-seat parliament for it to
be approved.

Karki was known for zero tolerance
against corruption. She was appointed
chief justice in April 2016 and was due to
retire next month. Hundreds of protesters
gathered outside the parliament building
on Monday chanting slogans against the
motion against Karki. Rows of police in riot
gear and barbed wire barricades stopped
the protesters from reaching the parlia-
ment building.—AP
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KATHMANDU: In this file photo, Chief Justice of the Supreme Court Sushila Karki,
right, and Nepalese Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal observe a minute’s silence
during Democracy Day in Kathmandu, Nepal.—AP
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AFGHANISTAN: Afghan security personnel stand guard at a checkpoint on the out-
skirts of Jalalabad.—AFP Controversial Indian TV anchor to

launch ‘nationalistic’ new channel 
perspective
of the mili-
tant terrorist
and call him
a militant or a
gunman,” he
says. “I would
say he was a
terrorist and
he has killed

my country’s
soldier. If that violates a few rules of
journalism then I would like to vio-
late a few more rules of journalism. I
don’t believe in this fake objectivity.
I’m an Indian and I will be on the side
of India.” The Oxford University grad-
uate started his career at the
Kolkata-based Telegraph in 1994
before joining NDTV. In 2006 he
helped set up Times Now where he
anchored “The Newshour” before
leaving in November.

Fox News of India?    
Goswami has built up a team of

around 300 full-time journalists
and commercial staff in just four
months at Republic TV’s shiny new
newsroom and studio in central
Mumbai. He has big plans for his
new venture. Goswami is confident
of defeating what he calls  the
“Indian media cabal operating out
of Delhi” by making Republic TV
the most-watched English-lan-
guage news channel in India. Then
he will  set his sights on media
giants in the West.

“I believe that the hegemony of
the Western media has to end,” says
Goswami, wearing black-rimmed
glasses. “There has been too much
of a Western dominance over
English news media in the world. In
the course of the next three or four
years I am certain that I will correct
it and I think the challenge to
organizations like the BBC or CNN
can only come from a multi-cultur-
al, multi-ethnic, vibrant, growing
democracy like India.”

Goswami criticized Western
media coverage of Donald Trump,
saying it was “almost embarrassing”

to see some American media out-
lets “fight a battle” with the US
president. But he denied claims he
wants to make Republic TV the “Fox
News of India”. “It’s the losers in the
Indian media market who call us
the ‘Fox News’. I’ve never seen Fox
News so I don’t seek any inspiration
from it.”Goswami’s shows are high-
decibel affairs, usually featuring half
a dozen panelists on the screen, all
trying to get a word in at the same
time as the anchor barks questions.

Catchphrase 
“I shout because in India if you

don’t shout you’re not going to be
heard,” he said, describing more
sober news shows as “boring”. “I
would request all the Western audi-
ences to loosen up, roll up their
sleeves, have a cup of coffee and
wake up when they’re doing the
news because some of the news
channels abroad put me to sleep,”
Goswami added. 

He insists he will continue to use
the catchphrase “nation wants to
know” despite his previous employ-
er filing a legal notice against him
trying to stop him from doing so,
claiming it is their intellectual prop-
erty. Detractors say Republic TV has
the backing of investors sympathet-
ic to the ruling Bharatiya Janata
Party but Goswami insists he has no
party political interest. 

He supported the govern-
ment’s decision to scrap high-
denomination banknotes, its fight
for a single goods and services tax
and surgical strikes on Pakistan
but wants it to be tougher on mili-
tants in Kashmir and Maoist insur-
gents. Goswami describes himself
as a “liberal nationalist”, saying he
supports secularism, greater inclu-
sion, has championed women and
LGBT rights, and also questioned
both Hindu and Muslim funda-
mentalism. “I just do whatever I
think comes from the heart. I’m a
person who shoots from the hip, I
pull no punches, I will do nothing
else,” he said.—AFP
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