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Midwest, South brace for flooding and tornadoes

MANILA: A US-based human rights
group says President Donald Trump
should not roll out the White House red
carpet for Philippine leader Rodrigo
Duterte, whom it accused of being a
“mastermind” of mass murder because of
his anti-drug crackdown in which thou-
sands have died.

Human Rights Watch and other critics
reacted with alarm yesterday at Trump’s
invitation to Duterte to visit the White
House. In a telephone call, Trump also
affirmed America’s alliance and friendship
with the Philippines and its president, who
has maintained an antagonistic stance
toward US security policies. The US and
other countries close to the Philippines
“have an obligation to urge accountability
for the victims of Duterte’s abusive drug
war, rather than offer to roll out the red car-
pet for official state visits with its master-
mind,” said Phelim Kine, HRW’s deputy
director for Asia.

Kine said Trump may damage human
rights by making overly friendly overtures
to Duterte, who is facing a complaint for
alleged mass murder before the
International Criminal Court. Trump will cut
a “bad deal” for the American and Filipino
people if he fetes Duterte with a White
House reception without assessing the
implications “of hosting and toasting a for-
eign leader whose links to possible crimes
against humanity for instigating and incit-
ing extrajudicial k ill ings has already

prompted warnings from the Office of the
Prosecutor of the International Criminal
Court,” Kine said in an email.

Duterte has said his administration
does not back extrajudicial killings,
although he has repeatedly threatened
drug suspects with death and violence
in nationally televised speeches.
Duterte’s spokesman, Ernie Abella, did
not immediately reply to a request for
comment yesterday.

Duterte said he has not accepted the
invitation because of scheduled trips to
Russia, Israel and other countries. “I’m tied
up,” he told reporters yesterday in south-
ern Davao city. “I cannot make any definite

promise.” US and Philippine officials said
Trump’s calls and invitations to several
Asian a l l ies  inc luding Duter te  were
aimed at discussing the crisis over North
Korea’s nuclear threats. In his phone con-
versation with Trump, Duterte said he
relayed the region’s alarm over the North
Korean standoff.

Duterte hesitant
Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte

said yesterday he may turn down an invita-
tion by Donald Trump to visit the United
States, as he welcomed three Chinese war-
ships to his home town. Duterte, who has
loosened the Philippines’ long alliance

with the United States while strengthening
ties with China and Russia, said he could
not commit to the American president
because of a busy schedule that included a
trip to Moscow. 

“I am tied up. I cannot make any definite
promise. I am supposed to go to Russia, I
am supposed to go to Israel,” he told
reporters when asked about Trump’s invita-
tion made in a telephone call on Saturday.
Duterte expressed concerns about not
being able to fit in a visit to Trump even
though no firm date has yet been pro-
posed for it. 

Nevertheless, Duterte said relations
with the United States were improving
now that Trump had taken over from
Barack Obama, who crit icized the
Philippine president for his anti-drug war
that has claimed thousands of lives. Rights
groups have warned Duter te may be
orchestrating a crime against humanity,
with police and vigilantes committing
mass murder. But Duterte insists his secu-
rity forces are not breaking any laws.

Duterte last year branded Obama a “son
of a whore” in response to the criticism. He
also declared while in Beijing last year that
the Philippines had “separated” from the
United States. The United States is the
Philippines’ former colonial ruler and the
nations are bound by a mutual defense
treaty. Duterte said yesterday that his
efforts to loosen the alliance were only a
response to the drug war criticism.

US watchdog opposes 
red carpet for Duterte 

Philippines president hesitant on US visit, warm on China

WASHINGTON: Reports of sexual assaults in the mili-
tary increased slightly last year, US defense officials
said yesterday, and more than half the victims reported
negative reactions or retaliation for their complaints.
The defense officials, however, said an anonymous
survey conducted last year showed some progress in
fighting sexual assault, as fewer than 15,000 service
members described themselves as victims of unwant-
ed sexual contact. That is 4,000 fewer than in a 2014
survey. Sexual assault is a highly underreported
crime, so the Pentagon uses anonymous surveys to
track the problem.

The new figures are being released yesterday.
Several defense officials spoke about the report on
condition of anonymity because they weren’t author-
ized to discuss the data ahead of time.  For more than a
decade, the Defense Department has been trying to
encourage more people to report sexual assaults and
harassment. 

The agency says greater reporting allows more vic-
tims to seek treatment. Overall there were 6,172
reports of sexual assault filed in 2016, compared to
6,083 the previous year. The largest increase occurred
in the Navy, with 5 percent more reports. There was a 3
percent jump in the Air Force. 

The Army and Marine Corps had slight decreases.
Retaliation is difficult to determine, and the Defense
Department has been adjusting its measurements for
several years. It seeks to differentiate between more
serious workplace retribution and social snubs that,
while upsetting, are not illegal. Two years ago, a RAND
Corporation study found that about 57 percent of sex-
ual assault victims believed they faced retaliation from
commanders or peers. Members of Congress demand-
ed swift steps to protect whistleblowers, including sex-
ual assault victims, who are wronged as a result of
reports or complaints.

Data at the time suggested that many victims
described the vengeful behavior as social backlash,
including online snubs, that don’t meet the legal defi-
nition of retaliation.  Officials are trying to get a
greater understanding about perceptions of retalia-
tion. They’ve added more questions and analysis to
eliminate instances when commanders make adjust-
ments or transfer victims to protect them, as opposed
to punishing them or pressuring them to drop crimi-
nal proceedings. 

As a result, while 58 percent of victims last year said
they faced some type of “negative behavior,” only 32
percent described circumstances that could legally be
described as retribution.  This includes professional
retaliation, administration actions or punishments. In
2015, 38 percent reported such actions.

Despite the small increase in reports last year, offi-
cials focused on the anonymous survey. The survey is
done every two years and includes a wider range of
sexual contact.  

In 2012, the survey showed 26,000 service members
said they had been victims of unwanted sexual contact,
which can range from inappropriate touching and haz-
ing to rape. The numbers enraged Congress and trig-
gered extensive debate over new laws and regulations
to attack the problem. 

The surveys have shown a steady decline.
Yesterday’s report shows 14,900 cases were reported.
Of those, 8,600 were women and 6,300 were men. It
marks the first time more women than men said they
experienced unwanted sexual contact. There are far
more men in the military and the total number of male
victims had been higher, even if by percentage,
women faced more unwanted contact.  The decrease
in reports by men suggests a possible reduction in haz-
ing incidents, officials said.— AP

In this combination of file photos (from left to right): Philippine President Rodrigo
Duterte in Tokyo and US President Donald Trump in Washington.—AP

CANTON: Kimberly Chandler stands by her destroyed truck and debris from her
home in Canton, Texas, on Sunday.—AP

TEXAS: An overturned vehicle rests on the ground surrounded by debris in Canton,
Texas, yesterday after tornadoes hit the area the previous night. — AP 

Military sex assault 
reports up slightly

NEW YORK: Labor unions and immigrant advo-
cacy groups will lead May Day rallies in cities
across the United States yesterday, with organiz-
ers expecting larger-than-usual turnouts to
protest the immigration policies of President
Donald Trump.

The demonstrations could be the largest by
immigrants since Trump’s inauguration on January
20, activists say, and some immigrant-run busi-
nesses plan to shut down for some or all of the
day to protest the administration’s crackdown on
immigrants living in the country illegally.

“To me, it’s offensive the policies this president
is trying to implement,” said Jaime Contreras, vice
president of the Service Employees International
Union’s 32BJ affiliate, which represents cleaners
and other property service workers in 11 states.
“It’s a nation of immigrants, and separating immi-
grant families because of their immigration status,
it goes against what we love about this wonderful
country.” May Day, also known as International
Workers’ Day, has typically been a quieter affair in
the United States than in Europe, where it is a pub-
lic holiday in many countries. In New York City,
immigrant-run convenience stores and taxi servic-
es in upper Manhattan will close during the morn-
ing rush hour between 7 a.m. and 10 a.m., in a
protest reminiscent of those staged on “A Day
Without Immigrants.”  

At lunchtime, fast-food workers will join elected
officials at a rally outside a McDonald’s restaurant
in midtown Manhattan, calling for more pre-
dictable work schedules. In the early evening,
organizers expect thousands of demonstrators to
gather at a rally in Manhattan’s Foley Square for
musical performances and speeches by union
leaders and immigrants living in the country ille-
gally. In Los Angeles, organizers expect tens of
thousands of people to gather in the morning at
MacArthur Park before marching downtown to a
rally before City Hall.

Heightened precautions were also in place in
Seattle, where officials were on the lookout for
incendiary devices and gun-carrying protesters
after a January shooting outside a political event
and an incident during May Day 2016 when a pro-
tester threw an unlit Molotov cocktail at police.

Some Trump supporters said they would also
turn out on May Day. Activist Joey Gibson said
he and other conservatives will travel to Seattle
to defend against what he described as commu-
nist and anti-fascist groups who have in the past
faced off with police in the evening, after the
conclusion of the usually peaceful  daytime
marches.  “We’re going to go down there to help
build courage for other people, especially con-
servatives,” Gibson said. — Reuters

May Day rallies
across US to target
immigration policy

ATLANTA: Parts of the US South and Midwest braced for
flooding and possible tornadoes yesterday following a
weekend of deadly torrents and powerful winds that
claimed at least 15 lives. Heavy rain caused the roof of a
furniture store in northern Oklahoma to collapse early
yesterday, although no one was injured, and parts of the
state remained under flood and flash flood warnings
after excessive rainfall over the weekend. The Illinois River
that snakes through the eastern part of the state crested
Sunday night at about 29 feet - well above major flood
stage of 18 feet.

Tornado warnings were issued for parts of southeastern
Alabama and central Georgia on Monday morning by the
National Weather Service, which advised residents there to
take cover. A severe thunderstorm located over Fort
Benning in Georgia was at risk for developing into a twister,

the weather service said. Severe weather was expected
elsewhere in the South. Parts of the Florida Panhandle
could be affected by severe thunderstorms or high winds
and dangerous rip currents. In Mississippi, a wind advisory
was in effect in the northwest. A flood warning was in
effect for rivers in Arkansas, Mississippi and Louisiana.

Over the weekend, tornadoes hit several small towns
in East Texas, killing four people.  Flooding and winds
killed five people in Arkansas, including a fire chief who
was struck by a vehicle while working during the storm.
Three deaths were reported in Missouri, including a
woman who drowned after rushing water swept away a
car and a 78-year-old man who left his home to look at
the floodwaters and was then carried away by the water.
One of two deaths in Mississippi included a 7-year-old
who was electrocuted after unplugging an electric golf

cart and dropping the cord in water on the ground. A 2-
year-old girl died in Tennessee after being struck by a
soccer goal post thrown by heavy winds.

Pockets of damage
The storms rolled through Louisiana, Mississippi and

Alabama on Sunday with strong winds causing isolated
pockets of damage. Middle Tennessee was hit by a strong
line of storms that knocked down trees and power lines earli-
er Sunday. Wind and flood advisories were in effect for much
of the state yesterday. Flooding closed part of Interstate 44
near Hazelgreen, Missouri, and officials expected it would be
at least a day before the highway reopened. Interstate 70 in
western Kansas was closed because crews were waiting for
snow falling at 3 to 4 inches (8 to 10 centimeters) an hour
being blown by 35 mph (56 kph) winds to subside. —AP


