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By Sara Ahmed

KUWAIT CITY: Kuwait’s famous Al-
Sawaber complex has been listed by
the World Monuments Fund among
its ‘Modern Century’ sites that need
preservation. The social media cam-
paign aims to “involve the public in a
global discussion about modern
architecture and preservation advo-
cacy,” according to the WMF website.

Designed in 1981 by Arthur
Erickson, Al-Sawaber is an enormous
futuristic-looking apartment com-
plex, constructed with the idea of
providing a community for Kuwaiti
families of modest means. To accom-
plish this, the layout provides easy
horizontal circulation between the
apartment blocks, and the place-
ment of the buildings creates inti-
mate spaces sheltered from the rest
of the city. In recent years a lack of
maintenance, arson in some of the
units, escalating land values in the
surrounding area, and gentrification
have rendered Al-Sawaber vulnera-
ble to demolition.

In fact, the Cabinet issued a deci-
sion in January 2010 requiring the
removal of all remaining tenants by
March 2016 so that plans for demoli-
tion could move forward. Debate
and discussions over how the land

will be used once Al-Sawaber is
demolished continue until the pres-
ent. Its planned to become either an
investment area or divided up into

smaller sections and sold piecemeal. 
The Modern Century campaign

will run until May 26 and sites are
selected based on their architectural,

cultural, and historic significance and
uniqueness. Supporters can vote for
Al Sawaber by visiting wmf.org/mod-
ern-century#entry16758.

Al-Sawaber chosen for 
‘Modern Century’ campaign

KUWAIT: Al-Sawaber complex in the heart of Kuwait City. —Photo by Athoob Al-Shuaibi

By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: With 11 members in attendance, the
Municipal Council hosted an ordinary session
yesterday, during which Chairman Muhalhel Al-
Khaled declared that five seats are vacant, after
members resigned last December to contest for
parliamentary elections.

Meanwhile, the council’s Secretary General
Yousuf Al-Saqaabi read a letter from Deputy
Prime Minister and Interior Minister Sheikh
Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah concerning the nomi-
nation of five council members for the 2016 par-
liamentary elections. In addition, eight council
members proposed declaring the five seats
vacant and called for re-electing five other
members through by-elections.

The council then discussed several issues on
its agenda, including a request to name a street
in Merqab after the late Jassem Abdul Hameed
Al-Sager. It also debated the technology world
project, the seventh ring road’s developmental

project, developing the vegetable and fruits
market in Suliabiya, and accelerating transac-
tions related to development projects.
Furthermore, the members discussed a request
to allocate a session in order to discuss the
issue concerning food unfit for human con-
sumption that is found in crackdowns on
restaurants and shops around the country; a
problem that has persisted for years now. They
also debated a request to refer blocks 3 and 4
in Kheitan to the Public Authority for Housing
Welfare in order to carry out housing projects
there, as well as a proposal to unify buildings’
shapes and colors.  

The council had failed to convene since the
beginning of the year due to lack of quorum
after the members’ resignation, as the law stipu-
lates that a Municipal Council member must
step down if he decides to run for parliament.
None of the nominated members won in the
elections, and the law bars them from returning
back to the council once they have resigned.

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: A total of 52 drug cases
were registered in the first half of
April, involving 66 suspects, accord-
ing to the Drug Control General
Department. The amount of contra-
bands seized during the operations
are as follows: 1.264 kg hashish,
982g heroin, 609g shabu (metham-
phetamine), 2,296 illicit tablets,
100g marijuana, 542g ‘chemical,’
which is a variation of Spice (syn-

thetic marijuana) with added chemi-
cals, and 21 liquor bottles. 

Fake visa trader busted
An Arab man was arrested after

being caught selling fake work per-
mits. According to Residency Affairs
Detectives, the suspect admitted
that he sold the visas and used local
companies to obtain the visas, the
Interior Ministry’s Relations and
Security Information said in a state-
ment. He claimed that he was only a

broker and charged a fee for each
passport copy.

Female investigator appointed
Deputy Prime Minister and

Interior Minister Sheikh Khalid Al-
Jarrah Al-Sabah received investigator
Dhaha Obaid Al-Azmi on the occa-
sion of her appointment at the inves-
tigations department. Ministry
Undersecretary Lieutenant General
Mahmoud Al-Dousary, and Director
General of Investigations department

Major General Dr Fahad Ibrahim Al-
Dousary were in attendance.

KUWAIT: A general view of the Municipal Council’s session in progress. 
— Photo by Fouad Al-Shaikh

Municipal Council members call for 
by-elections to fill vacant seats

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: Minister of Commerce and Industry,
Acting Minister of Information Khaled Al-
Roudhan stressed that the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry (MCI) is committed to
insuring the availability of supply goods in
Kuwait Supply Company’s warehouses, so that
they can be delivered to co-op societies and dis-
tributed to citizens according to schedule.
Roudhan clarified that occasional shortages in
some items might happen due to several rea-
sons, mainly co-op societies’ failure to pay off the
company’s overdue payments. He added that
the company stopped delivering supplies on
April 16, 2017, and then resumed it on April 18
when the late dues were paid.  

Responding to an inquiry filed by MP Osama
Al-Shaheen, Roudhan added that the second
reason the shortage might happen is due to the
transporter’s failure to respect the time schedule
set for transporting goods. He gave an example
with Bayan Co-op Society’s transporter, noting
that he has contracts with over 15 co-ops, which
sometimes causes delays in delivery. 

Housing projects
The Pubic Authority for Housing Welfare

(PAHW) and a Korean construction company
with whom it signed a contract to build the
South Saad Al-Abdullah residential project have
yet to finish determining the final number of
housing plots to be built and distributed to citi-
zens there. The project will be executed in a way
that allows distribution of houses in phases over
a period of two years, during which the total
number of units is expected to exceed 25,000,
informed sources said. A contract was also
signed with the project’s consultant last month,
the sources said, adding that preparations for
the second phase are currently in progress with
the Republic of Korea.

Job positions
The Civil Service Commission (CSC) is expect-

ed soon to approve the allocation of new job
positions for the Ministry of Health (MOH),
informed sources said. The ministry had urged
CSC to allocate 3,000 new job opportunities to
cover up shortages that had been in effect for
two years, the sources added.

Drug cases in April

Minister explains why co-ops might
have shortages in goods supply 


