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WASHINGTON DC: Marc-Andre Fleury #29 and Ron Hainsey #65 of the Pittsburgh Penguins guard the net as Daniel Winnik #26 of the
Washington Capitals moves the puck in Game Two of the Eastern Conference Second Round during the 2017 NHL Stanley Cup Playoffs at
Verizon Center. —AFP 

WASHINGTON: When Sidney Crosby wasn’t
beating the Washington Capitals putting the
puck through his legs, he was doing it belly
down on the ice. No matter the unconventional
plays or style of game, Crosby and the
Pittsburgh Penguins are rolling after beating the
Capitals 6-2 in Game 2 Saturday night to take a
2-0 lead in the second-round series between
the NHL’s top two teams. Crosby set up two
goals and Phil Kessel and Jake Guentzel each
scored two as Pittsburgh chased reigning Vezina
Trophy winner and finalist Braden Holtby to go
home in total command.

“I think we’ve got a gritty group out there,
scrappy,” coach Mike Sullivan said. “It’s not per-
fect by any stretch out there. We’re aware of
that, we know that. But what I love about this
group of players is that they respond the right
way and they’ve shown and ability to do that
time and time again and I think this group finds
ways to have success.”

Success came in the form of another brilliant
outing from goaltender Marc-Andre Fleury, who
stopped 34 of the 36 shots he faced, including
16 in the first period. Sullivan called Fleury the
Penguins’ best player, and even with Crosby’s
four points through two games he’s not wrong.
Holtby has not been on his game for the
Capitals and was pulled after allowing three

goals on 14 shots. Barry Trotz could go back to
Holtby in a crucial Game 3 Monday night in
Pittsburgh after backup Philipp Grubauer
allowed two goals on the first four shots he
faced in relief.

GAME-CHANGER 
That’s as big a game as Washington will face

as just 18 of the previous 87 teams to lose the
first two in a best-of-seven series have come
back to win, according to the Elias Sports
Bureau. “I thought some of the goals he wasn’t
as sharp as he can be for us,” Trotz said of Holtby.
“He’s a game-changer for us. When he didn’t
change the game, I just looked to change the
mojo a little bit there, that’s all.”

Fleury hasn’t been the Penguins’ backbone,
serving as the backup to Matt Murray during
their Stanley Cup run last year and splitting the
duties with the young goalie this season. But
the 2009 Cup winner is one of the biggest rea-
sons they’re up 2-0 as he has stopped 67 of 71
shots through two games. “I’m really enjoying
this time right now,” a smiling Fleury said. “I
don’t try to overthink stuff, just try and enjoy
the game. It’s fun to win.”

Winning despite being outshot is becoming
commonplace for the Penguins, who got oppor-
tunistic offense in the form of a short-handed

goal from Matt Cullen to open the scoring and
then a tip from Evgeni Malkin in the third period
that ended any thought of a Capitals comeback.
Washington outshot Pittsburgh 36-21 but has
nothing to show for it. The Penguins on the oth-
er hand are getting comfortable playing like this
after beating the Columbus Blue Jackets in five
games in the first round.

“I think that’s the biggest thing for us,” said
Guentzel, who scored on a 2-on-1 and with an
empty net and leads the playoffs with seven
goals. “When we get those chances, we bear
down and those are key goals for us.” Crosby was
a one-man goal generator in Game 2. He put the
puck between his legs and drew Alex Ovechkin
and two defensemen to him before feeding
Kessel for his first goal, then got down to block
Justin Williams’ shot and advanced the puck for a
2-on-1 rush from the ice on Guentzel’s goal.

While Crosby brushed that off as a “broken
play,” Fleury called it a great butterfly move by a
guy he knows likes to play pretend goaltender.
And Kessel wasn’t even surprised to see Crosby
make a highlight-reel play. “You watch it all year,
he does that all the time,” Kessel said. “You see
him out there I think he’s the strongest guy in
the league on his skates and he knocks the guys
off. You always got to be ready.” —AP 

Penguins chase Holtby, beats 

Capitals to widen series lead

PHILADELPHIA: With 253 selections over
three days, and a couple hundred thousand
people on hand, the NFL draft seems as
complex an operation as exists. Don’t
believe it, at least not for the teams. All the
hard work had been done in the previous
months. This weekend, the objective was
very simple: improve. Filling holes while
building a foundation is essential. Here’s
how some teams attempted to do that,
along with some that had folks scratching
their heads.

CLEVELAND 
So much of the attention has been on

Cleveland’s recent drafting failures, particu-
larly at quarterback. What the Browns set
out to do with a slew of picks was bring in
fresh talent that, down the road, can carry
them back to respectability.

We won’t know for years if they did so,
but with Texas A&M edge rusher Myles
Garrett to kick it off, followed by Michigan
safety Jabrill Peppers and Miami tight end
David Njoku in the opening round alone,
that talent base has increased. Of course,
there are questions attached to all three of
those, particularly Peppers, who must
prove he can be a full-time safety in the
pros after moving around for the
Wolverines. And second-rounder DeShone
Kizer of Notre Dame is as inconsistent a
quarterback as you’ll find.

CINCINNATI 
The Browns’ in-state rival took a familiar

route when they took Joe Mixon. The skill
level of the Oklahoma running back isn’t
questioned. But his off-field issues caused
an immediate and nasty backlash in
Cincinnati. Not that Bengals owner Mike
Brown ever cares, given the history his
team has with reclamation projects. Cincy
desperately needed wideouts who can
stretch the defense, and it got two in
Washington’s John Ross - he of the 4.2 40 at
the scouting combine - and Tennessee’s
Josh Malone.

CAROLINA 
To get back to Super Bowl contention

after their 2016 flop, the Panthers had to
find a way to take the hefty burden off Cam
Newton. With do-everything weapons
Christian McCaffrey of Stanford and Curtis
Samuel of Ohio State, then guard Taylor
Moton of Western Michigan, they probably
got him some help.

NEW ORLEANS 
For pure college talent, no team bol-

stered itself like the Saints. Sure, they had
lots of needs, but consider that they added

perhaps the best cornerback and offensive
lineman in this crop with Marshon
Lattimore of Ohio State and Ryan Ramczyk
of Wisconsin. Two of their third-rounders,
RB Alvin Kamara of Tennessee and LB Alex
Anzalone of Florida, also bring terrific ath-
leticism to a club that has had three
straight losing records with Drew Brees at
quarterback.

PITTSBURGH 
Although they might have reached on

J.J. Watt’s younger brother, linebacker T.J. of
Wisconsin, and on Southern California
receiver JuJu Smith-Schuster with their first
two picks, the Steelers deserve kudos for
what they did in the third round. Their
selection of RB James Conner of Pitt, who
came back from cancer to play for the
Panthers, was inspirational - and wise. No
one will bring more to an NFL franchise this
year than Conner.

PHILADELPHIA 
The city (and the league) were thrilled

by the turnout, adding countless millions
of dollars to their coffers. As for the Eagles,
they stayed away from any headline picks
and wound up with players who should be
very useful for a while. Top pick Derek
Barnett of Tennessee might be the best
pure pass rusher in this group. Second pick
Sidney Jones would have gone in the
opening round had he not torn his Achilles
tendon at his pro day, so patience is need-
ed with him.  Cornerback Rasul Douglas of
West Virginia, wideout Mark Hollins of
North Carolina and NCAA record-setting RB
Donnel Pumphrey of San Diego State fit
the schemes well. Oh yeah, former Eagles
star safety Brian Dawkins did a pretty fine
rendition of “Fly Eagles Fly” on Saturday.

CHICAGO 
As for the head scratchers, the Bears

take the prize. They so coveted North
Carolina QB Mitchell Trubisky - he of the 13
career starts, although impressive ones -
that they spent lavishly to move up one
spot from third to second overall for him.
That move came in part because GM Ryan
Pace felt other teams were desperate to get
up to the second spot. Some say he pan-
icked. San Francisco took in that haul, then
got the guy it wanted anyway at No 3,
Stanford DE Solomon Thomas. Chicago also
took Adam Sheehan, a 6-foot-6, 278-pound
tight end from Division II Ashland in the
second round. He certainly is a physical
specimen, but what a challenge moving up
in class he faces. The Bears also took two
other small college guys in the first five
rounds. —AP 

The ins and outs of how some 

teams handled 2017 NFL draft

PHILADELPHIA: The final day of the NFL
draft began with an impromptu rendition
of “Fly Eagles Fly” by former Philadelphia
star safety Brian Dawkins and ended with a
player who was far from irrelevant in col-
lege being picked last. Mississippi quarter-
back Chad Kelly, a talented player with a
history of off-the-field issues and injuries,
was the 253rd and final selection Saturday
by the Denver Broncos. The final pick gets
honored as Mr. Irrelevant, but Kelly was a
player who could have been selected in the
first three rounds if not for all his problems.

Kelly started his college career as a high-
ly rated recruit at Clemson. He was dis-
missed from the team after being a discipli-
nary problem and went to junior college
before landing at Ole Miss. In two seasons
with the Rebels, he passed for 6,800 yards
and 50 touchdowns. He also threw 21 inter-
ceptions, Last season was cut short by a
torn knee ligament and then in the offsea-
son draft process he suffered a wrist injury.

Kelly’s pick was a surprising end to draft
day that started with some fun. Former
Eagles Troy Vincent, now in charge of the
NFL’s football operations, Brian Westbrook
and Dawkins defended their turf. Dawkins
sang, then Westbrook dared anyone repre-
senting the Cowboys to stand in front of
the big crowd. “If anybody from Dallas
steps to this podium in my city, we are
going to give them a true Philadelphia wel-
come,” Westbrook promised in response to
former Cowboys receiver Drew Pearson
taunting the fans when announcing a
Dallas pick on Friday night.

100,000 FANS
Oh yeah, there were some selections in

between Dawkins and other former Eagles
stars opening the last day of a draft in
Philadelphia that drew more than 100,000
fans over three days. Actually, dozens of
them, starting with a Cheesehead going to
the Packers at the top of the fourth round.
Green Bay stayed in-state, taking Wisconsin
linebacker Vince Biegel, who comes off a
season shortened by a broken foot, but was
a standout for the Badgers before getting
hurt. Most notable was a concentration on
running backs, including Oklahoma’s highly
productive Samaje Perine to Washington,
Utah’s Joe Williams to San Francisco, NCAA
record setter Donnel Pumphrey of San
Diego State to Philadelphia, Wayne
Gallman of national champion Clemson to
the Giants and South Florida’s Marlon Mack
to Indianapolis.

Perine set the FBS rushing mark with
427 yards in a game against Kansas - yes,
even against the awful Jayhawks it counts.
Williams quit football before the 2016 sea-
son before last season. When Utah was rav-
aged by injuries to its runners, the coach-
ing staff persuaded him to come back. He
made the All-Pac-12 team.

Pumphrey seems like a terrific fit for the
Eagles because he has similar skills to ver-
satile Darren Sproles, soon to turn 34. The
5-foot-9 Pumphrey led FBS in rushing with
2,133 yards and also scored 17 TDs, and he
can catch, too. He left college as the FBS
career leader in rushing yards. “I look for-
ward to building a relationship and looking
up to him and getting different pointers on
how I can get better each day,” Pumphrey
said of Sproles. “So, I’m excited.” — AP 

WASHINGTON: Defending champion Cleveland
and season win leader Golden State, each seek-
ing a third consecutive NBA Finals appearance,
are well rested as the second round of the play-
offs begins full-swing today. They were the only
clubs to advance through the first round without
dropping a game and are again favored in their
best-of-seven second round matchups.

Cleveland superstar LeBron James, trying to
reach the NBA Finals for a seventh consecutive
year and eighth overall, led the NBA in minutes
played while averaging 26.4 points, 8.7 assists
and 8.6 rebounds. He powers the Cavaliers
against Toronto, a team they beat in last year’s
Eastern Conference final. “Doesn’t mean we’re
going to be able to win this year,” James said.
“We’ve got to go out and make it happen. We
have to worry about game one first.”

Boston faces Washington in the other East
matchup, the Celtics having taken the confer-
ence top seed over the Cavs. “The sky is the limit
for this team,” Boston guard Avery Bradley said.
“Anything can happen as long as we continue to
stay positive and play as hard as we can.” The
Warriors, one win from back-to-back NBA titles
last June before Cleveland made the greatest
comeback in finals history to deny them a
repeat, wait until Tuesday to open round two at
home against Sunday’s winner between Utah
and the Los Angeles Clippers.

Golden State has been nagged by injuries,
including a calf injury to star forward Kevin
Durant, and health issues with coach Steve
Kerr, who has missed two games and is uncer-
tain for the remainder of the playoffs. The other
Western Conference semi-final showdown
matches Texas rivals San Antonio and Houston,
their first playoff meeting since 1995 after a
season where their four meetings all went
down to the final minute.

‘KING’ OF THE ROAD 
James has won at least once on the road in 27

consecutive playoff series dating to 2009 and in
35 of 38 over his 14-year career. “I just like the
adversity of the road,” James said. “I love the
‘Tonight is not the night’ LeBron slogans. I love
the ‘You’re overrated’ and all those things.” He
might hear it a lot. Despite 31 home wins, sec-
ond best in the NBA this season, the Cavaliers
won’t have the home-court edge again in the
playoffs if form holds.

Cleveland and Toronto each went 51-31 this
season and while Cleveland went 3-1 against the
Raptors to gain the home-court edge, three
meetings were last year and the last had many
key players sitting out to rest. The Raptors
pushed Cleveland to six games last year and
won’t likely vanish easily this time. “I know what
we have in that locker room, and that’s some
fighters and scrappers,” Raptors coach Dwane
Casey said. The Celtics, 2-2 against Washington
this season, expect to have guard Isaiah Thomas

for game one after her attended his sister
Chyna’s funeral Saturday. She was killed in an
auto accident two weeks ago, but Thomas has
not missed a game.

“I don’t know (how he played),” Bradley said.
“It’s truly amazing.” Celtics coach Brad Stevens is
more concerned about the man than the
games. “If he decides when he gets there that
it’s too much, that’s OK. That’s fine,” Stevens said.
“This (grieving) is a lot more important.” Thomas
averaged 27.8 points a game against the
Wizards this season while Washington guards
John Wall and Bradley Beal together averaged
almost 40 points against Boston. Washington
led the NBA with 20.7 fast break points and 9.2
steals a game in round one. “It’s playoff time,”
Beal said. “It’s winning time and we’re going to
do whatever it takes.”

KERR STATUS STILL UNCERTAIN 
While Durant has rested his calf, Kerr missed

practice again Saturday as he battles nausea,
headaches and neck pain related to back sur-
gery two years ago. Warriors assistant coach
Mike Brown guided Golden State in his absence
and could be pressed into duty throughout the
playoffs. He’s a former Cleveland coach who 10
years ago guided James and the Cavs into their
first NBA Finals, where they lost to San Antonio.

The Spurs are powered by Kawhi Leonard
while James Harden sparks Houston.  Harden
averaged 29.8 points, 12.5 assists and 9.0
rebounds against the Spurs, who boast the NBA’s
top defense and two-time NBA Defensive Player
of the Year Leonard. San Antonio was 3-1 against
the Rockets but three games were decided by
two points and the other by only six. —AFP 

PHILADELPHIA: Banners hand from the Franklin Institute during the 2017 NFL foot-
ball draft. —AP

Last pick far from irrelevant

as Chad Kelly goes to Denver

Cavaliers, Warriors well 

rested as round two opens

CLEVELAND: In this Dec 25, 2016, file photo, Cleveland Cavaliers’ LeBron James (23) drives
past Golden State Warriors’ Kevin Durant (35) in the first half of an NBA basketball game. —AP 


