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In 2012, former FIFA presidential candidate
Mohamed bin Hammam of Qatar was banned for life
by the ethics committee days after he resigned. Bin
Hammam was also clearly identified in Lai’s court hear-
ing for having paid Lai a total of $100,000 in bribes to
support the Qatari’s failed challenge to FIFA’s then-
president Sepp Blatter in 2011. Bin Hammam was
removed from that election contest in a Caribbean
bribery case. Sheikh Ahmad has also contacted the
IOC’s ethics commission about the allegations against
him, the IOC said on Saturday.

As president since 2012 of the global group of
national Olympic bodies, known as ANOC, Sheikh
Ahmad’s support has often been cited as key to win-
ning Olympic election and hosting awards.  He was
widely credited for helping Thomas Bach win the IOC
presidency in 2013.

Although Sheikh Ahmad was not named in
Department of Justice and court documents last week,
he has become one of the most significant casualties of
the sprawling US federal investigation of bribery and cor-
ruption in international soccer revealed two years ago.

The sheikh could be identified in a transcript of Lai’s
court hearing which said “co-conspirator #2 was also the
president of Olympic Council of Asia.” Sheikh Ahmad
has been OCA president since 1991.

Co-conspirator #3 was described as having a “high-

ranking” role at OCA, and also linked to the Kuwait
Soccer Federation. According to the published tran-
script, Lai claimed he “received at least $770,000 in wire
transfers from accounts associated with Co-Conspirator
#3 and the OCA between November of 2009 and about
the fall of 2014.”

“I understood that the source of this money was ulti-
mately Co-Conspirator #2 and on some occasion Co-
Conspirator #3 told me to send him an email saying that
I need funds so he could show the email to Co-
Conspirator #2,” Lai said in court. Lai admitted that he
agreed to help recruit other Asian officials that voted in
FIFA elections who would help Kuwait’s interests.

The Guam soccer federation leader since 2001, Lai
pleaded guilty to wire fraud conspiracy charges and fail-
ing to disclose foreign bank accounts. He agreed to pay
more than $1.1 million in forfeiture and penalties, and
will be sentenced at a later date. The American federal
investigation of corruption linked to FIFA has indicted
or taken guilty pleas from more than 40 people and
marketing agencies linked to soccer in the Americas
since 2015.

Lai’s case marked the first major step into Asia, and
suggests other soccer officials potentially recruited by
the Kuwait faction could be targeted. The Asian elec-
tion for FIFA seats on May 8 in Manama, Bahrain, is the
same day as a FIFA Council meeting which the sheikh
will not attend. The FIFA congress is held in the city
three days later. —AP

Sheikh Ahmad quits FIFA council 

Continued from Page 1

Saleh said he submitted a series of questions to sev-
eral ministers to uncover the truth about the death of
large numbers of fish, adding that the national assem-
bly should accord this issue top priority.

State Minister for Cabinet Affairs Sheikh Mohammad
Al-Abdullah Al-Sabah however said that the death of
fish in the past two weeks is within the average for this
period of the year because of the change in tempera-
ture and as a result of human factors like polluting
Kuwait Bay waters.

The statement, which came after an emergency
meeting for Supreme Environment Council, said that
more fish die in April and August due to a rise in temper-
ature and a decrease in oxygen concentration in water.

The minister said that as many as 316 violations
caught in Kuwait Bay have been referred to the public
prosecutor, adding that health authorities have con-
firmed that local fish is fit for human consumption.

Regarding the sports issue, a number of MPs called
on the National Assembly to launch an investigation
into allegations that unnamed Kuwaiti football officials
were involved in giving bribes over the past several

years. As a result of the allegations, Sheikh Ahmad Al-
Fahad Al-Sabah, one of the most senior world football
officials, resigned from world football and pulled out of
election for the FIFA council. MP Safa Al-Hashem said
she supports calls for a probe by the National Assembly
although she said that she is not sure so far about
Sheikh Ahmad’s status.

MP Rakan Al-Nasef said an investigation must be
launched by the assembly into the whole issue and par-
ticularly to explore if this issue is related in any way to
the international sanctions on Kuwaiti sports.

MP Khaled Al-Shatti called on the state minister for
youth and the Anti-Corruption Authority to investigate
the issue and to hold to account those involved in giv-
ing or accepting bribes.

In the meantime, several MPs called on the foreign
ministry to move and take part in Turkish investigation
into the assassination of Kuwaiti businessman Al-
Shalahi along with an Iranian TV owner.

MP Waleed Al-Tabtabai described the assassination
as a “political crimes” and urged security and diplomatic
authorities to move at the highest level to uncover the
perpetrators. 

Investigate fish death, alleged FIFA bribes: MPs
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Karimian was found dead by emergency services
arriving at the scene, Dogan said while his Kuwaiti
friend was taken to hospital but could not be revived.
Two masked shooters got out of the jeep before open-
ing fire, Hurriyet Daily added. The jeep was later found
abandoned and burned. Istanbul police declined to
comment on the shooting when contacted by Reuters. 

Footage broadcast by another news agency
showed the targeted vehicle in Maslak with at least

one bullet hole through the window. It also showed
that the suspected getaway car had been turned into a
burned out wreck after being left in the hard shoulder
of a road and set on fire.

Dogan quoted the mayor of Istanbul’s Sariyer district
as saying initial police findings suggested the shooting
may have prompted by a financial disagreement involv-
ing Karimian. GEM TV is known for entertainment satel-
lite channels that dub foreign films and Western televi-
sion programs into Farsi for Iranians. It also produces
movies and TV series. — Agencies

Kuwaiti businessman shot dead in Istanbul 

KATHMANDU: Swiss climber Ueli Steck,
one of the most feted mountaineers of
his generation and famed for his speed
ascents of iconic Alpine routes, died on
Mount Everest yesterday, officials said.

“Today morning, he had an accident
on the Nuptse wall and died. It seems
he slipped,” Ang Tsering Sherpa, head of
the Nepal Mountaineering Association,
told AFP. Steck, 40, was on Everest to
acclimatize before attempting in May
to summit the world’s tallest peak fol-
lowed by neighboring Lhotse, connect-
ing a series of ridges to design a never
before climbed route.

Everest and neighboring peak
Nuptse share a common ridge, which is
where Steck slipped and fell, according
to a government official. “He skidded
off about 1,000 metres from (Mt
Nuptse) camp two early morning on
Sunday. Other climbers ascending
Everest saw him and asked for his res-
cue,” said Dinesh Bhattarai, director
general at the Department of Tourism.

Steck was climbing alone when he
died. His partner, Tenji Sherpa, had
sustained severe frostbite earlier and
was recovering at a lower camp.  His
body was recovered by Nepali guides
and flown by helicopter to
Kathmandu. The accomplished alpinist
sought to pioneer new routes
throughout his career, earning the
nickname “the Swiss Machine” for his
record solo ascents in the Alps.

He was attempting to achieve
another first this year by charting a
rarely climbed route to summit both
Everest and Lhotse, the world’s fourth
highest mountain, all without the use

of supplemental oxygen.
Steck was due to summit Everest via

the West Ridge-a route that has record-
ed more fatalities than summits-before
climbing Lhotse.

In a video recorded in early April
and posted on YouTube, Steck said he
would judge the attempt a success
regardless of whether he reached the
top-as long as he returned alive.
Mingma Sherpa, the first Nepali to
summit all 14 of the world’s peaks
above 8,000 metres, said the accident-
the first fatality of this year’s spring
climbing season on Everest-under-
scored the unpredictability of moun-
taineering. “It is very sad news, he is a
very experienced climber,” he said of

Steck’s death.  “Things can be so unpre-
dictable in the mountains and it can be
challenging even for the most sea-
soned climbers.” Tributes poured in for
Steck on social media, with British
climber Kenton Cool-who has scaled
Everest 12 times-describing him as “a
true inspiration to all”. 

“A man that showed us all what was
possible in the mountains and beyond,”
Cool tweeted.

Steck made global headlines in 2013
when he and two other Western
climbers came to blows with a group of
furious Nepali guides on Everest. The
brawl shocked the mountaineering
community, causing a damaging rift
between Western climbers and the
often lowly-paid Nepali guides who are
essential for commercial expeditions to
the crowded summit. 

An angry Steck swore never to
return to Everest, telling a Swiss web-
site that his “trust (was) gone”.

But he was back in the Himalayas
only months later, this time to scale
Mount Annapurna, the world’s tenth
highest peak, via its steep Southface
wall, becoming the first mountaineer to
complete a solo ascent of the 8,091-
metre (26,545-foot) peak.
Controversially, he offered no photo-
graphic proof of his accomplishment,
saying an avalanche knocked his cam-
era out of his hand. Nevertheless, he
was awarded the Piolet d’Or, moun-
taineering’s top accolade, for the 2013
climb. Born in the town of Langnau im
Emmental near the Swiss capital Bern
in October 1976, Steck was a devoted
climber by the age of 12. — AFP

Famed Swiss climber Ueli 
Steck dies on Everest

This file photo shows Swiss climber
Ueli Steck as he poses at Sigoyer, in
the Hautes-Alpes department of
southeastern France. -— AFP


