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WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump on
Saturday invited his Philippine counterpart to
Washington in a “friendly” call in which the lead-
ers discussed Rodrigo Duterte’s war on drugs
and their countries’ alliance, the White House
said. Duterte has faced international condemna-
tion for his brutal crackdown on crime, which
has claimed thousands of lives and led to warn-
ings from rights groups about a possible crime
against humanity.

The White House said the two leaders, who
were both elected to office last year, had “a very
friendly conversation” that included discussion
about the Philippine government’s efforts to “rid
its country of drugs” and the regional security
threat posed by North Korea.  “President Trump
also invited President Duterte to the White House
to discuss the importance of the United States-
Philippines alliance, which is now heading in a
very positive direction,” the statement said.

There has been concern about Duterte’s
efforts to loosen the Philippines’ long-standing
alliance with the US as he looks to court China,
whose push to control most of the disputed
South China Sea has alarmed neighbors.
Duterte has regularly hit out at the Philippines’
one-time colonial ruler for perceived hypocrisy
over human rights and last year branded then
US president Barack Obama a “son of a whore”
for criticizing the drug war.

The White House said Trump “enjoyed the
conversation” with Duterte, and looked forward
to attending the key US-ASEAN and East Asia
summits in the Philippines in November. Vice
President Mike Pence had announced earlier this
month that Trump would attend the Asian meet-
ings as a sign of “unwavering commitment” to
the region.

Duterte’s spokesman Ernesto Abella con-
firmed Trump’s invitation, although he gave no

indication of when the visit would take place.
Philippine police have reported killing 2,724
people as part of Duterte’s anti-drug campaign,
although authorities insist the shootings have
been in self-defense.

Many thousands of others have been killed
by shadowy vigilantes, according to rights
groups. A Philippine lawyer last week filed a
complaint at the International Criminal Court
accusing Duterte of mass murder, alleging his
war on drugs had led to about 8,000 deaths.

Duterte’s pledge to stop the country turning
into a narco-state has proved wildly popular
with millions of Filipinos looking for a quick solu-
tion to crime and corruption. Over the weekend
some Southeast Asian leaders attending a
regional summit in Manila also expressed sup-
port for the drug war, including Brunei’s Sultan
Hassanal Bolkiah and Indonesia’s President Joko
Widodo. — AFP

BETHSEDA: In this April 22, 2017 file photo, President Donald Trump (left) points after awarding a Purple Heart to US Army Sgt 1st Class Alvaro
Barrientos, with first lady Melania Trump (right) and Tammy Barrientos (second from right) at Walter Reed National Military Medical Center in
Bethesda, Md. — AP
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WASHINGTON: Prominent Washington
journalists, if not Hollywood stars, cele-
brated the First Amendment during the
annual White House Correspondents’
Dinner, an event that lacked the glitter
of past years because of the absence of
the president of the United States.

With President Donald Trump send-
ing his regrets, the attention was no
longer focused on an in-person roasting
of the commander in chief and his
humorous remarks about politics and
the press.  The red carpet that once fea-
tured Oscar winners, TV stars and a few
major-league athletes barely turned
heads. Instead, speakers at the dinner
promoted press freedom and responsi-
bility and challenged Trump’s accusa-
tions of dishonest reporting. The stars of
the night were Watergate reporters Bob
Woodward and Carl Bernstein, who
recounted what they learned about
journalism from their reporting for The
Washington Post that helped lead to
President Richard Nixon’s resignation
more than 40 years ago.

“Like politicians and presidents
sometimes, perhaps too frequently, we
make mistakes and go too far,”
Woodward said. “When that happens we
should own up to it. But the effort today
to get this best obtainable version of the
truth is largely made in good faith. Mr.

President, the media is not ‘fake news.’”
The evening was not without humor

aimed at the press and Trump. “We’ve
got to address the elephant that’s not in
the room,” cracked the entertainment
headliner, Hasan Minhaj of “The Daily
Show” on TV’s Comedy Central. “The
leader of our country is not here. And
that’s because he lives in Moscow. It’s a
very long flight. As for the other guy, I
think he’s in Pennsylvania because he
can’t take a joke.”Trump was indeed in
Pennsylvania, having scheduled a rally in
Harrisburg to mark his 100th day in
office. He began his remarks with a
lengthy if familiar attack on the news
media while dismissing the dinner and
its participants.

“A large group of Hollywood actors
and Washington media are consoling
each other in a hotel ballroom in our
nation’s capital right now,” Trump said.
He added: “And I could not possibly be
more thrilled than to be more than 100
miles away from Washington’s swamp,
spending my evening with all of you and
with a much, much larger crowd and
much better people, right?” — AP

Trump became the first president
since Ronald Reagan in 1981 to skip the
event - and Reagan was recovering from
an assassination attempt. The official
WHCA dinner began in 1921. — AP
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CANTON, Texas: Fatalities have been report-
ed and dozens of people were taken to hos-
pitals after a tornado hit a small city in East
Texas, authorities said. Canton Fire
Department Capt. Brian Horton said during a
news conference late Saturday that “a num-
ber of fatalities” were reported, but that it
wasn’t yet clear how many, after powerful
storms swept through the community earlier
in the evening.

The storms left behind a trail of over-
turned vehicles, mangled trees and dam-
aged homes in and around Canton, which is
about 50 miles (80 kilometers) east of Dallas.
ETMC Regional Heathcare Systems hospitals
in the region received at least 54 patients fol-
lowing the storm, including one person in
critical condition, spokeswoman Rebecca
Berkley said.  She said the other patients suf-
fered injuries that weren’t life-threatening.
Horton asked that people who didn’t need
to be in the area to stay out, “so that our
teams can do what they need to do to take

care of these people who are in need.” He
noted that a triage center was set up at the
local high school.

The extent of the damage in the area was-
n’t immediately clear. But video from local tel-
evision stations showed uprooted trees and
overturned cars along rural, wet roadways,
along with at least two flattened homes. The
tornado flipped pickup trucks at a Dodge
dealership in Canton and tore through the
business. At least one tornado has been con-
firmed so far as having touched down in
Canton, though several tornadoes were
reported in the area, according to National
Weather Service meteorologist Mark Fox. 

Local resident Ernestine Cook told WFAA-
TV that she rushed to a storm center just in
time. “It hit so hard, so fast. It just kept mov-
ing,” she said. “I’ve never seen anything like it
after 22 years of living here.” A dispatcher at
the Van Zandt County Sheriff’s Office said
officers were chasing numerous injury
reports and declined further comment. — AP
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