
F r o m  t he  A r a bic  pr e s s
MONDAY, MAY 1, 2017

We come across many people in this life, includ-
ing relatives, acquaintances or colleagues, who
possess a trait I  myself consider so bad.

Unfortunately, very few people share this opinion with
me. This trait has never caught their attention and it has
never been rejected or criticized. 

That horrible trait is sudden interruption of an inter-
locutor, stopping his or her words before they could
even complete the sentence they were about to say. It
is a habit that is so hateful and has so many negative
indications. 

On the one hand, it indicates lack of respect to the
person we interrupt because someone’s talk is part of
their personality. When we insult someone’s words, it is
just as if we are insulting them in person. 

On the other hand, such interruption indicates lack of
understanding of what is being said. It indicates that
such a person had not been listening in the first place,
and that is why the interruption is so sudden and out of
context. This means that the people who make the inter-
ruption either did not understand or did not even bother
to listen to what was being said. 

In addition, those who interrupt others are incapable
of listening and comprehending what they listen to. They
usually get detached during the conversation and move
their eyes around the place to avoid looking the speaker
in the eye. I am not claiming that this is a curable disease,
but it is rather a detested habit that is practiced by some
people with very limited comprehension abilities. 

Among the negative impacts that interruption leave is
that it causes the speaker to lose focus of facts and ideas
that they never get the chance to eventually complete or
explain. But despite that, this ‘plague’ has unfortunately
hit so many radio and TV channels that had been recent-
ly invaded by endless numbers of irresponsible and
underage people who lack the blessing of knowledge,
science and perception. They would suddenly and rudely
interrupt in a way that indicates they had not been lis-
tening and are incapable of perceiving what is being
said, at the very same time when viewers or listeners are
carefully listening. Listening is a skill only mastered by
those with wise and highly educated minds.

— Translated by Kuwait Times

By Saleh Al-Shayeji 
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Sisi visits Kuwait
KUWAIT: Egyptian President Abdul-Fattah Al-Sisi begins
tomorrow an official visit to Kuwait; the first leg of a
regional tour that includes other Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) countries. The tour comes in continuation of discus-
sions that took place during the recent Arab Summit and
Sisi’s subsequent visit to Riyadh, a diplomatic source said,
adding that talks are set to focus on reaching agreements
with regards to dealing with current Arab crises. — Al-Rai

Charging visitors
KUWAIT: MP Khalil Al-Saleh announced that he submit-
ted an official request to the National Assembly in order
to discuss a report that recommends charging visitors
for medical services at public medical facilities as soon
as possible. The recommendation was approved by the
parliament’s health committee and was supported by
the government “which believes that it can help reduce
pressure on public hospitals and stop medications’
squandering,” Saleh said. — Al-Rai

KD 100 million revenues
KUWAIT: The Ministry of Electricity and Water (MEW)
expects to generate KD 100 million in additional earnings
during the first year after applying the new energy tariffs
starting from May 22, 2017. The added revenues will help
finance the ministry’s maintenance and expansion proj-
ects, while the increased fees will at the same time help
drive consumers to cut their consumption rates to avoid
paying high bills, a ministry source said. — Al-Qabas

Int’l investors’ concerns
KUWAIT: International investors sent a number of
inquiries to the Ministry of Finance after investing in
$8 billion bonds that Kuwait issued recently to cover
its projected budget deficit. Those inquiries focused
on Kuwait’s long-term plans to diversify sources of
income and when those plans are projected to bear
fruit, in addition to the state’s plans to curb spending
on the public sector’s payroll and on subsidies, as well
as measures to cut general spending and whether
state departments are cooperating in terms of the
reform agenda. — Al-Qabas

Workers demonstrate unpaid wages
KUWAIT: A number of workers demonstrated outside two
locations belonging to their company and damaged some
properties in protest of their unpaid wages. Police had
headed to a shopping mall under construction in
Farwaniya following a report about a demonstration of
nearly 500 workers. Police cordoned the area and sum-
moned officers from the Manpower Public Authority to
speak with the workers who said that they were not paid
for four months. A similar scene happened near the com-
pany’s head office in Kuwait City where nearly 700 workers
demonstrated for the same reason. Manpower authority
officers spoke with officials from the company who prom-
ised to pay the due salaries on Saturday, according to a
security source. — Al-Jarida
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Forgery

A female citizen was arrested over 14 charges of for-
gery and swindling as she took advantage of the fact
that her appearance resembles that of another
woman who had lost her civil ID. The forger reportedly
used the ID that she found to obtain a visa card from a
local bank, which she used to make several purchases.
Furthermore, she used the ID to purchase four smart-
phone plans, then sold the devices for money. The ID’s
owner had reported to police that she lost her civil ID
card, and was told to wait until a replacement is
issued. In the meantime, she received calls from cell
phone service providers asking her for due payments,
and later discovered that large amounts were deduct-
ed from her salary because of the visa that was issued
by her name without her knowledge. Detectives
worked on the case and discovered that someone
used the woman’s ID to commit 14 forgeries and pur-
chased electronics, rented three cars, in addition to
buying the phone plans and obtaining the credit card.
Detectives were able to identify a suspect who looks
like the victim. She was arrested and confessed to all
charges. In a separate case, an Egyptian man was
arrested for forging an old stamp on his passport in an
attempt to bypass a travel ban and leave the country.
Officers handed the suspect over along with his friend
to criminal detectives.

Work mishap

An Asian man died after he was injured by a nail gun
while doing decoration works at a house. The man was
rushed to the Amiri Hospital with a severe chest
wound inflected by a direct shot from the gun, but he
succumbed to his injuries moments later. Preliminary
investigations indicate that the case was an accident. A
case was filed for further investigations.

Hit-and-run

A traffic policeman was rushed to Mubarak Hospital for
treatment from injuries sustained when he was run over by
a vehicle whose driver fled the scene. Several passersby
reported the accident to police, and paramedics soon
arrived then rushed the officer to hospital. Detectives are
looking for the culprit.

Ministry sued

A citizen who owns a beauty salon said she will sue the
Interior Ministry because according to her, the Criminal
Investigations Department released three expatriates
she had earlier reported absconding, which caused her
a lot of damage as she claims. The woman explained
that three Filipina women who used to work for her
escaped in May of last year, and were arrested a month
ago, but they were released on a KD 1,500 bail instead
of being deported, which is the common practice in
absconding cases. 

— Translated from the Arabic press

Jahra arsonist
still at large

KUWAIT: Police are still looking for an arsonist who set
fire in a large number of garbage containers in Jahra. The
most recent reports came from near a cooking gas cylin-
ders’ shop and a police station in the area, raising the
number of fires committed by the unknown arsonist to
59 in three days.

Serious efforts to protect
citizens in private sector

KUWAIT: Minister of Social
Affairs and Labor and
Minister of State for
Economic Affairs Hind Al-
Sabeeh stressed that the
government is serious in
protecting citizens who
were laid off from private
companies, and stressed
that legislations are being
made to have those citi-
zens appointed in various
ministries without having
to wait. This will be done
by having the Civil Service
Commission (CSC) give them priority in nomination
for various jobs. 

Sabeeh made her statements in a letter sent to the
National Assembly in response to a parliamentary
inquiry about the measures taken by the government
to avoid a new episode of laying off Kuwaiti employ-
ees working for the private sector, similar to what
happened a few years ago. The letter which was made
available to the press quotes the minister as saying
that labor law in the private sector (law number
6/2010) regulates work in the private sector and pro-
tects employees’ rights. 

Sabeeh added that measures taken by the govern-
ment include encouraging employers to hire more
citizens by giving them more incentives in order to
annually provide around 10,000 job opportunities,
and subjecting citizens already working for the pri-
vate sector to  special periodic training courses to
help them keep tier jobs. Furthermore, the measures
include prioritizing the appointment of laid off citi-
zens in various government bodies within a month
after nomination, and launching nine awareness cam-
paigns to change citizens’ perception of work and its
values to encourage more Kuwaitis to seek private
sector jobs. Finally, Sabeeh stressed that the total
number of citizens appointed in the private sector has
remarkably increased from only 1,627 in 2001 to
25,883 in 2015. — Al-Jarida

Minister Hind 
Al-Sabeeh

KUWAIT: The drop in the state’s general reserves has
reached around  KD 12 billion over the past two years; that
is since the oil prices started falling, according to well-
informed sources. Around KD 5.95 billion had been with-
drawn from the general reserves in 2015, the sources indi-
cated, adding that the number jumped to KD 6 billion in
2016 to cover the budget deficit, whereas only a part of
those amounts was returned to the future generations’
fund. Moreover, the sources expected that the budget
deficit would reach KD 6 billion by the end of the fiscal
year 2016-2017, especially since it has already reached KD
5 billion by the end of  January. 

Meanwhile, official sources said that in case the parlia-
ment passes a bill to increase the allocations for the gov-
ernment’s treatment overseas program, the 2016-2017
budget might suffer an extra KD 500 million deficit, which
would increase the estimated total deficit to KD 8 billion.
Notably, Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister Anas
Al-Saleh had stated last July that the 2016-2017 fiscal year’s
deficit is expected to reach KD 9.9 billion, but actual figures
seem to have come less than he expected. — Al-Rai

KUWAIT: The Interior Ministry’s Acting Assistant Undersecretary for General Security Major General Ibrahim Al-Tarrah honored a number of Jahra police
officers for their hard work and dedication in maintaining security throughout the governorate.

KUWAIT: The Interior Ministry’s Undersecretary Lieutenant General Mahmoud Al-Dousary received at his office yesterday a number of police officers
who presented him copies of their respective PhD theses on security-related matters.

KD 8 billion projected budget deficit


