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Termination because

of bankruptcy 

The Kuwaiti economy, much like the case in the
rest of the world, is currently going through a
shift for many different reasons that I will not

get into as it is not part of my specialty. But for once,
the government is trying to move away from focus-
ing its revenues solely on oil production, and instead
started supporting local businesses, in addition to
other factors that are causing this shift. As a result,
some companies and corporations are finding finan-
cial difficulties this year, causing many to file for
bankruptcy or show signs of troubled balance sheets
including delayed salaries. 

In Kuwait, we have a larger number of expat work-
ers, and therefore I would like to discuss what this
means for them, as I have been seeing many clients
at the firm lately with issues regarding their compa-
nies’ bankruptcy. Can expats leave Kuwait if they are
not receiving any salaries? As well as other questions
and advices I would like to provide. 

As I have said before, I will be answering questions
in simple terms that are understandable to all, and
this means that I will not be using correct legal words,
but instead words that are easy for everyone to
understand.

Benefits
QUESTION: Do I still receive my benefits even

though the company is being liquidated?
FAJER: Yes. When a company is liquidated by law,

employment rights are the first debt to be settled. 
QUESTION: I  have not been paid for a few

months. I hope things turn around, but I am worried
they would not. What should I do?

FAJER: Initially, it is important to have this docu-
mented, if you are or were being paid by bank, then
you would already have this documented. If you are
getting paid by cash or worse, if your company has a
bank account in your name that you do not have
access to, then please do have this documented.

You will need to go to shoon (the Ministry of Social
Affairs and Labor) and file a complaint. Filing a com-
plaint for not being paid is separate than canceling
your visa or resigning, and the two do not have to be
done together. I have written other articles recently
with more details about the specifics of filing a com-
plaint. Please refer to them for further information. 

Leaving Kuwait
QUESTION: Since I am an expat in Kuwait and I

have not been receiving my salary, can I leave
Kuwait? Do I have to cancel my residency? Do you
suggest I resign? What advice do you have? 

FAJER: Yes you can but there is a process that you
have to follow, especially if you want your monetary
benefits and other rights and if you would like to
come back and work in Kuwait. I highly suggest that
you cancel your visa, because the last thing you want
is for an absconding case to be filed against you
while you are out of Kuwait, making it hard for you to
defend yourself or find a lawyer that will defend you. 

You will need to file for visa cancellation at
shoon and you will need a valid reason, such as
your contract ending or a termination/resignation
letter that is clear and signed or stamped by the
parties. I also highly suggest that you give a POA
(power of attorney) to a lawyer that you trust
before leaving the country so should anything arise
you have someone to defend you. I hope the above
helps. I know this is a difficult situation to be in so
please weigh in your options.

For any legal questions or queries, email
ask@fajerthelawyer.com. 

Legalese

KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti Media Forum kicked off its fourth
session yesterday, which was themed ‘priority of mod-
ern e-media.’ The event is sponsored by the Ministry of
Information and Ministry of State for Youth Affairs.

The event aims to prepare youth to assume the
responsibility of promoting media in the future, pre-
senting them with the requirements of the age of infor-
mation revolution, Secretary General of the Arab Media
Forum (AMF) Madhi Al-Khamis. This will contribute to
building up their capabilities, which will be positively
reflected on the media and the entire society, he added.
Since the AMF was established, it has been working in
line with a certain strategy and goals  for enhancing
cooperation among the Arab countries, developing a
favorable atmosphere for the exchange of expertise, as
well as organizing specialized events. Youth are the
backbone of the society, Khamis said, adding that the
Kuwait forum is keen on listening to their ideas and

views, and learning about their expectations, in addi-
tion to offering answers to their inquiries. Thus, the two-
day forum will play a strategic role for empowering
youth in the media. 

Meanwhile, director of the information department
at the State Ministry for Youth Affairs thanked the AMF
for adopting the youth forum, and putting forward the
ideas that are likely to help them make their way in the
field.  This media forum is a positive initiative covers
issues of great interest for youth, Ooredoo’s Senior
Manager, Social Media, Corporate Social Responsibility
Khalid Al-Shallal told the forum. This is part of Ooredoo’s
strategy to support young people’s talents, gaining the
experience to be efficient and effective in the society,
he added. Head of the training department of institu-
tions at the Australian College of Kuwait said that they
were proud to host the forum as part of the efforts to
support all youth activities and events. — KUNA

E-media, youth major theme of Kuwait forum

KUWAIT: Secretary General of the Arab Media Forum
(AMF) Madhi Al-Khamis speaks during the session.

Kuwait marks

Labor Day
KUWAIT: Kuwait marks today the international Labor Day,
which is an annual global occasion celebrating laborers
and workers achievements. As part of the celebrations, the
Kuwaiti workers and laborers movements will highlight the
long history of labor accomplishments in the country.
Speaking on the occasion, chairman of Kuwait Trade Union
Federation (KTUF) Salem Al-Ajmi said that the workers and
laborers’ movements in the country had always been on
the forefront of supporting national causes.

KTUF, along with other unions, federations, and organi-
zations, will stand with the rights of workers and laborers
in Kuwait, stressed Ajmi who indicated that the federation -
during its long illustrious years of operations since the ear-
ly 1960s - has supported regulations in favor of workers.

About the history of workers in Kuwait, the official
revealed that there was a sort of proto regulation issued to
protect the rights of pearl divers and people working at the
sea back in the 1940s. He added that throughout the mod-
ern age, the Kuwaiti constitution came out with several
public and private sectors regulations aimed at protecting
the rights and wellbeing of laborers in Kuwait.

The first labor unions were established in 1964 and they
were dedicated to the protection and promotion of work-
ers in the health and municipality sectors, said Ajmi who
pointed out that nowadays there were around 80 labor
and workers unions in the country operating under the
umbrella of the Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs.

The first international workers day was celebrated in the
late 1800s in reaction to the hay market affair, an insidious
bomb attack at labor rally in Chicago, which occurred in
1886, sparking a global movement aimed at protecting
laborers’ rights and welfare. —KUNA

UNHCR-Kuwait

quashes reports on 

Syrians’ residence

KUWAIT: The UN refugee agency (UNHCR) yesterday
rejected social media reports that it took procedures for
providing or renewing residences for Syrians in the coun-
try. The UNHCR-Kuwait said that ‘misinformation’ was circu-
lated on the powers of the agency and its services regard-
ing renewing residences of Syrians in Kuwait, and lifting
fines due on some of them. This has left a ‘wrong impres-
sion’ among the Syrian community in Kuwait, the agency
noted. The UNHCR termed as false news an invitation for
Syrians to have their transactions completed at the
agency’s office on May 3. The office emphasized that the
agency has no power to intervene in the Kuwaiti official
bodies or the sovereign decisions in the State of Kuwait.
The Kuwaiti executive power issues and extends resi-
dences, the agency stressed. —KUNA

By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: Municipal Council member and chairman of the
technical committee Fahad Al-Sane criticized the reluc-
tance of relevant authorities to reveal the true cause
behind the ‘seasonal fish death phenomenon.’ He further
criticized them for ‘keeping silent’ and for failure to identify
those responsible and hold them accountable. Sane
expressed displeasure towards exchanged accusations by
concerned authorities over this phenomenon without
questioning those who caused it.

Meanwhile, former Municipal Council member Ashwaq
Al-Mudhaf criticized the Ministry of Public Works for releas-
ing ‘strange’ results which indicated that no pollution has
been detected in Kuwait Bay. Mudhaf said that several min-
istries testified that the waters are polluted, including the
Ministry of Electricity and Water (MEW) whose undersecre-
tary Mohammad Bushehri ordered an investigations into
the matter. “There must be a neutral committee to reveal

the size of this environmental catastrophe that led to the
death of fish,” she said. Furthermore, Mudhaf said that she
had previously warned about the issue, and went and
longed a complaint with the public prosecution against
the government because of what she described as the
negative environmental impact of ongoing constructions
at the Jaber Causeway project. 

PM’s support
Chairman of the Structural Planning Committee at the

Municipal Council Engineer Ali Al-Mousa appreciated the
support of His Highness Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah to the chairman and mem-
bers of the Municipal Council “as they continue their
efforts to realize various achievements.” Mousa said in a
statement to the press yesterday that members will con-
tinue their efforts during the current term which ends in
October, as the remaining members will hold extraordi-
nary meetings to process transactions that were deliber-

ated by various committees. The Municipal Council has
failed to convene since the beginning of the year due to
lack of quorum after several members had resigned to
contest in parliamentary elections.

Shelter
The Higher Family Affairs Council held its sixth meeting

headed by Minister of Social Affairs and Labor, State
Minister of Economic Affairs Hind Al-Sabeeh. The meeting
was attended by a large number of members from various
ministers in addition to members of five teams that are
formed to back up the cabinet’s role in service of the
Kuwait family. Sabeeh said that a decision was made to
build a shelter for those suffering from family violence in
Ahmadi. The shelter will receive children, women and the
elderly who will be provided with sheltering, psychologi-
cal, health and social services. If this center is successful,
new centers will be built in other governorates to expand
the service’s coverage around Kuwait, she added.

Councilors criticize authorities

for failure to address fish deaths

Kuwaiti ophthalmologist Khalid Al-Sabti (right).

Kuwaiti ophthalmologist

performs rare surgery in Italy

FLORENCE: Kuwaiti leading ophthalmol-
ogist Khalid Al-Sabti has performed a
successful rare eye surgery for an Italian
old man who suffered a retinal detach-
ment due to fibrosis resulting from dia-
betes.  The medical procedure was aired
lively on screens for specialists attending
the Floretina 2017, an international reti-
na meeting held in Florence, Italy, April
27-30.  The event, which wrapped up ses-
sions earl ier  today,  was attended by
some 2 ,400 ret ina specia l ists  f rom
around the globe.

Organizers selected Sabti among 16

ophthalmologists to show his technique
in conducting the medical process, with
direct interaction with participants in the
conference,  he said yesterday.  Sabti
expressed pride of being the first Kuwaiti
and Gulf ophthalmologist “chosen among
the elite senior specialists in the scientific
gathering,” to offer their techniques in
treating the retina. The operations per-
formed at the conference were preceded
by preparations for months, he added,
voicing pleasure for the success of the
procedure with his assistant team from
the Careggi University Hospital. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Deputy Prime Minister and
Interior Minister Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-
Sabah met yesterday with Palestinian
Ambassador to Kuwait Rami Tahboub on
bilateral cooperation. During the meeting,
they also discussed several issues of mutual

interest and the conditions of the Palestinian
community in Kuwait, the Interior Ministry’s
information office said in a statement. The
Palestinian ambassador appreciated Kuwait’s
care and support to Palestinians living on its
soil, it added. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Dusty weather continued to cloud over Kuwait for the second consecutive day yesterday, and the dust storm is expected to remain today before it subdues tomor-
row. The current unstable weather - which is also expected to bring some rain showers on Wednesday - is caused by the Sarayat season which ends mid-May. 

— Photos by Joseph Shagra

Interior Minister meets

Palestinian Ambassador

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Interior Minister Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-
Sabah meets with Palestinian Ambassador to Kuwait Rami Tahboub. 

— Interior Ministry photo


