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LOS ANGELES: Stephen Curry and Klay
Thompson led the Golden State Warriors to a
magnificent come-from-behind victory over
the San Antonio Spurs on Wednesday on a
record-breaking night for Oklahoma City’s
Russell Westbrook. Curry and Thompson-the
fabled “Splash Brothers” of the Warriors
offense combined for 52 points as the Dubs
overturned a 29-7 deficit to secure a 110-98
win over their Western Conference rivals.

The win saw Golden State tighten their
grip on the top seed position in the confer-
ence standings, improving to 61-14 as sec-
ond-placed San Antonio slipped to 57-17.
The Warriors victory hands the Oakland fran-
chise a psychological boost as they head
into the playoffs next month, where they
could ultimately face San Antonio for a
place in the NBA Finals. “We’re on the right
track,” Curry said. 

“We don’t win a championship in this
game but we understand we’re getting bet-
ter as we get to the playoffs and that’s really
the only focus right now. We want to keep it
up.” Curry finished with 29 points while
Thompson weighed in with 23. Andre
Iguodala (14) and David West (15) also post-
ed double figure tallies for the Dubs. Spurs
coach Gregg Popovich was blunt in his
assessment of the game, describing the
Warriors as the best team in the NBA.

“They played great, they all played great,”
Popovich said. “They just played better. Curry,
Thompson-they all made shots. That’s why
they’re the best team in the league.” In
Orlando meanwhile, Oklahoma star
Westbrook was feted with loud chants of
“MVP, MVP” by Orlando Magic fans after an
electrifying performance. Westbrook finished
with 57 points, 13 rebounds and 11 assists as
the Thunder rolled to a 114-106 win in over-

time at Orlando’s Amway Center. It was
Westbrook’s fourth consecutive triple-double
and his 38th of an incredible season. It also set
a new record as the highest-scoring triple-
double in NBA history. The 28-year-old is now
just three shy of equalling Oscar Robertson’s
longstanding NBA record for triple-doubles in
a single season. 

The win helped the Thunder improve to
43-31 while the Magic are now at 27-48 after
a second consecutive defeat. Westbrook
said his hunger to scale new heights had
inspired him.”You just got to want it more
than other people,” Westbrook said. “I don’t
think about getting tired. I just keep going
and going. I don’t think about it.  I just think
about making the next play, making win-
ning basketball plays. I ’m blessed.” The
highlight of Westbrook’s masterclass was a
devastating late burst of scoring which saw
him net 19 points in the final six minutes of
regulation time, draining a three-pointer
with seven seconds remaining to send the
game into overtime.

BUCKS 103, CELTICS 100
Giannis Antetokounmpo had 22 points

and nine rebounds, and the Milwaukee Bucks
knocked the Boston Celtics out first place in
the Eastern Conference. Malcolm Brogdon,
one of the leading contenders for NBA Rookie
of the Year, finished with 16 points and nine
assists. He had six key points in the final 2:46
to help Milwaukee fend off a late Boston
charge. The Bucks (39-36) have won five of six,
including four straight on the road. Boston
(48-27) had won four in a row. The loss put
the Celtics back in second in the East, percent-
age points behind idle Cleveland. Isaiah
Thomas led the Celtics with 32 points. Avery
Bradley added 12 points and 10 rebounds.

HEAT 105, KNICKS 88
Goran Dragic had 20 points, nine assists

and seven rebounds, and the Miami Heat
breezed past the New York Knicks. Reserve
James Johnson added 18 points for the Heat.
Josh Richardson finished with 17 points as
Miami (37-38) improved to 26-8 since an 11-
30 start. Kristaps Porzingis had 20 points and
eight rebounds for the Knicks, who were
eliminated from  postseason contention for
the fourth straight season since winning the
Atlantic Division in 2012-13.  Carmelo
Anthony was scoreless in the first half and
finished with nine points on 4-of-12 shooting.
The Knicks fell for the ninth time in 11 games.

HORNETS 110, RAPTORS 106
Marco Belinelli scored 21 points, Kemba

Walker had 19 and the Charlotte Hornets
beat the Toronto Raptors. Walker hit two big
3-pointers in the final 2 minutes, including
one that gave the Hornets a 104-101 lead
with 37.5 seconds left. He also had four
rebounds and two assists, helping Charlotte
(34-41) stop Toronto’s six-game win streak.
The Hornets went 8 for 10 from 3-point range
in the fourth quarter. They finished the night
16 for 32 from beyond the arc.  DeMar
DeRozan scored 28 points for Toronto (45-
30), and Jonas Valanciunas had 14 points and
15 rebounds. The loss prevented the Raptors
from clinching home-court advantage in the
first round of the playoffs.

HAWKS 99, 76ERS 92
Dwight Howard had 22 points and 20

rebounds to lead the Atlanta Hawks over the
Philadelphia 76ers. The Hawks have won two
straight following a seven-game losing streak
that stunted their push in the Eastern
Conference playoff standings. Atlanta is still

in the fight for a fifth seed with Milwaukee,
Indiana and Miami. Tim Hardaway Jr and Kent
Bazemore each scored 19 points for the
Hawks. Richaun Holmes led the Sixers with 25
points and Dario Saric had 15. Saric was only
5 of 18 from the floor, but remains the lead-
ing contender for NBA Rookie of the Year.

PELICANS 121, MAVERICKS 118
Anthony Davis had 30 points and 13

rebounds,  DeMarcus Cousins added 29
points and 16 rebounds in his return from a
two-game absence, and the New Orleans
Pelicans beat the Dallas Mavericks. Back from
a right ankle sprain, Cousins played 40 min-
utes. His baskets included a 29-foot 3 pointer
at the end of the first half and he was 10 of
12 at the free-throw line. Davis’ highlights
included an offensive rebound and dunk
with 1:50 left as New Orleans won for the
seventh time in 10 games. Jordan Crawford’s
15-point performance included a 22-foot
jumper that put the Pelicans up 121-116
with 47 seconds left. Dirk Nowitzki had 23
points for Dallas, which lost its third straight.
Harrison Barnes scored 19 and Seth Curry 18
for the Mavericks.

JAZZ 112, KINGS 82
Gordon Hayward scored 20 points,

Rodney Hood had 18 and the Utah Jazz beat
the Sacramento Kings. Utah jumped out to
an early 20-point lead, and then squandered
most of it in the second quarter. But it put
together a solid second half to secure its
third win in four games. Rudy Gobert had 16
points and 15 rebounds for the Jazz, and
Shelvin Mack scored 14 points.  Hood went 5
for 5 from beyond the arc. Ben McLemore
tied a season high with 22 points for
Sacramento. —Agencies

Triple-king Westbrook sets NBA record

ORLANDO: Oklahoma City Thunder’s Russell Westbrook (0) drives past Orlando Magic’s Evan Fournier (10) during the first half of an NBA basketball game. —AP


