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NEW DELHI: Rising Pune Supergiants cricket team captain
Steve Smith speaks during a press conference in the
Indian capital. — AFP 

LONDON: The time is right for cricket to return to the
Olympics and a decision on applying for inclusion in
2024 will have to be made within months, the head
of the sport’s governing body said yesterday. The
founder of the modern Olympics, Frenchman Pierre
de Coubertin, was enthusiastic about cricket, a sport
dominated by Britain and former British colonies such
as Australia and India, but it has only once featured in
a Games - in Paris in 1900.

“We need to make a decision by, I guess, July of
this year so that we can submit an application by
September,” Dave Richardson, chief executive of the
International Cricket Council (ICC), told reporters.
“And of course it’s not what cricket wants, its whether
the IOC wants us.” The International Olympic
Committee (IOC) will choose between 2024 bid cities

Paris and Los Angeles at a meeting in Lima in
September, with new sports also under considera-
tion.  Baseball and softball are set to return in Tokyo
in 2020. Richardson said it did not matter which city
won the bid. 

“Both (cities) would ... probably be opportunistic
for us, especially the US option, but also in Europe,”
he said at the SportsPro Live conference at Wembley
Stadium. “You’d have to spend a little bit more mon-
ey on cricket pitches in France than in the US but it’s
not impossible. I think the majority of the members,
and certainly myself,  think the time is right,”
Richardson added. “I think we’ve come to the conclu-
sion that the overall benefit to the game of helping to
globalise it and grow will outweigh any negatives.”

Richardson said any approach would be for crick-

et’s shortest Twenty20 format. The IOC had already
made clear that there were limitations on athlete
numbers, which would mean a competition of six to
eight national sides at elite level. There have been
concerns that Olympic inclusion could damage the
sport’s own events, while clearing the calendar at a
busy time of the cricket year would be another
headache. The problems that golf suffered, with
many top players not attending, could also count
against cricket. Golf returned to the Games last year
in Rio for the first time since 1904. England and West
Indies could not compete as such. Britain represents
England and the other home nations at the
Olympics, while Jamaica and other Caribbean
nations compete individually.  However, India would
have a real medal chance. — Reuters 

ICC mulling bid for Olympic inclusion 

PUNE: This file photo taken on February 23, 2017 shows India’s captain Virat Kohli (R) and teammate Ravichandran
Ashwin celebrate after the dismissal of Australia’s captain Steve Smith during the first day of the first cricket Test match
between India and Australia at The Maharashtra Cricket Association Stadium. — AFP 

NEW DELHI: India skipper Virat Kohli yesterday downplayed
controversial remarks about ditching Australian cricketers as
friends, saying his comments were blown out of proportion
and he remained on good terms with some players. Kohli,
who captained India to victory in the emotionally-charged
four-Test series,  told reporters after the decisive
Dharamasala match that he would never consider Australian
players as friends again. 

Australian media labeled Kohli’s remarks “classless” in the
wake of a series marked by controversies that India claimed 2-
1. But the Indian skipper sought to clear the air Thursday as he
prepares to share a dressing room with Australian players in
the Indian Premier League (IPL) Twenty20 tournament. “My
answer at the post match conference has been blown way out
of proportion,” Kohli posted on his official Twitter account. “I
did not categorically say the whole Australian team but only a
couple of individuals. “I continue to be in good terms with the
few guys I know & who I’ve played with at RCB (Royal
Challengers Bangalore) & that doesn’t change.”

Kohli led RCB to the final last year with Australian players
Mitchell Starc, Shane Watson and Travis Head. While Starc will
not join RCB for the upcoming season starting April 5, Watson
and Head will play side by side with Kohli in the Indian club.
The hotly-anticipated Test series was overshadowed by bitter
exchanges, most notably when Kohli all but accused his coun-

terpart Steve Smith of cheating after the Australian skipper
looked to his dressing room while deciding whether to review
an lbw dismissal in the second Test. 

DONE AND DUSTED 
Rules forbid players from consulting with anyone off the

pitch about whether to seek a review from the umpires. A war
of words ensued and the cricket boards of India and Australia
intervened but even a clear-the-air meeting between the skip-
pers failed to smooth things over. Smith sidestepped the spat
Thursday as he concentrated on his upcoming captaincy of IPL
side Rising Pune Supergiant.

“Look, the series is done and dusted, it’s time to move on,”
Smith told reporters. “I spoke after the game that India out-
played us and won the series 2-1.” Smith’s IPL teammate
Ajinkya Rahane, who stood in as captain for the injured Kohli
in the deciding Test this week, also called for the hatchet to be
buried. “What happens on the ground stays on it. Our focus is
on IPL,” said Rahane.

As the bitter series wrapped up, Smith revealed that an
invitation extended to India for reconciliation drinks was
rebuffed, but Rahane said there was no issue. “We had our
own get-together in our own dressing room so I was actually
busy there. We were enjoying each other’s company after a
well-fought series,” he said. — AFP 

Kohli says Aussie friends 
comment are overblown

Coach Lehmann hails 
‘Bradman-like’ Smith

SYDNEY: Australian coach Darren Lehmann has hailed cap-
tain Steve Smith as “Bradman-like” after a hard-fought and
fiery Test tour against India, while praising the entire “impres-
sive” team. India won the bad-tempered series 2-1 after a
thumping eight-wicket win in Dharamsala this week, with
tensions frequently boiling over. Smith, who struck a concilia-
tory tone at the end after run-ins with his opposite number
Virat Kohli, led from the front, scoring three hundreds among
his 499 runs in four Tests.

Lehmann said he had not only been “brilliant” with the bat,
but also showed leadership which could see him become one
of the great modern Test captains. “He’s been unbelievable.
He’s been Bradman-like with the bat but all the stuff behind
the scenes has been exceptional,” the coach said in com-
ments on the Cricket Australia website Thursday, referring to
legendary Australian Don Bradman. “Really pleased for him
and what he’s brought to the team as a leader. Three hun-
dreds in four Test matches is pretty special.”

Despite the fireworks, and the series defeat, it was a posi-
tive tour for Australia, just months after they suffered one of
the worst runs in their history. Lehmann, speaking from India,
said he was really happy with how the team performed in
Indian conditions and under intense pressure. “The way
they’ve gone about it has been impressive. They (the Australia
team) have been young, they’ve been up against it, the pitch-
es have been as we would expect,” he said. “There’s a lot of
learnings in this group over this tour.

“They’re all hurting and disappointed for the result but
really pleased with the effort and the attitude and trying to
change the way we play here. “ But it was Smith who was the
standout for Lehmann, who played under former Test skip-
pers Mark Taylor, Steve Waugh and Ricky Ponting. He praised
his tactical mind and evolution as a leader, suggesting he
could be captain for years more having assumed the mantle
from Michael Clarke. “Yeah, I think so,” Lehmann said when
asked if he could prove to be at least the equal of Taylor,
Waugh and Ponting. “He’s a different leader to Michael, to
Ricky, to Mark Taylor, to Steve Waugh,” he said. “And he’s
working out his own identity as a captain. But I’ve been proud
of him; everyone has been proud of him. So, pleased with
where he is going and he’ll just get better and better.” — AFP 


