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Colombo is more than just a gateway to the resorts and surf breaks of Sri Lanka’s south coast. Despite the noise and
crowds, this is a city of vibrant colors and rich culture, offering fascinating insights into the national psyche of Sri Lanka.

Many people rush through Colombo and make straight for the beaches, but linger and you’ll find a city full of history,
where stately British colonial buildings jostle for space with Sri Lankan dagobas (stupas), palm-shaded parks and Dutch

colonial churches. Here are 10 great ways to explore this constantly evolving city for free.

Snake charmers charm at 
Viharamahadevi Park

Colombo is spoilt for choice when it comes
to places to chill out, but beautifully main-
tained Viharamahadevi Park is a city favourite.
The parades of palms and fig trees are spec-
tacular, the lawns are dotted with statues and
fountains, there are views of Colombo’s colo-
nial-era Town Hall, and there’s always the
chance of catching the odd snake charmer in
action. Find a shady spot and you can people-
watch for hours.

Join the locals on Colombo’s
favorite promenade

Whilst it might not be quite as green as it
once was, Galle Face Green is still frequented by
locals in search of some relaxing downtime.
There’s a tacky but loveable charm to this
seafront park, which is animated by bubble-
blowers, bouncing beach balls and vibrant kites
swooping across the sky. It’s also a great spot
for a snack - street food traders congregate on
the waterfront at sunset, serving delicious Sri
Lankan treats, including crispy egg hoppers
and the island’s signature kottu, a griddle fry-up
of chopped noodles, eggs and spices.

Dive into an open-air gallery at 
Kala Pola Art Market

On any non-rainy day of the week, you can
catch a cohort of talented local artists as they
transform the streets of Nelum Pokuna into
an open-air gallery with their latest creations.
The Kala Pola Art Market is the oldest art mar-
ket in town, and traders have been holding
court here for over a century. Some of the

work on display is touristy and generic, but
there are some gems to be unearthed here if
you look beyond the clichÈd depictions of ele-
phants and tigers. If you feel like investing,
paintings are usually on canvas and can be
rolled up to carry away.

Engage with Sri Lankan  contemporary 
art at Paradise Road Gallery

The Paradise Road Gallery (paradiseroad.lk)
is a piece of art in itself. This upscale gallery is a

beautiful space that exhibits contemporary Sri
Lankan artists of high renown and is consid-
ered one of the most important art spaces in
the country. The general ambience, decadent
aesthetic and renowned Gallery CafÈ add to its
charm. With monthly rotating exhibitions, it’s
definitely worth popping back again for a sec-
ond visit before leaving the island.

Zen out and meditate at Bellanwila Temple
It’s a pretty tough job finding a temple in

Colombo that doesn’t charge tourists nowa-

days, but for anyone venturing down south to
Mount Lavinia, the Bellanwila Temple is a top
detour. This is a real locals’ temple, where visi-
tors can experience the authenticity of the
Buddhist tradition without having to share it
with camera-toting crowds. Unsurprisingly,
it’s a great spot for meditation. The temple is
famed for its bright and bold Buddhist statues
and its revered bodhi-tree - one of thirty-two
saplings taken from the sacred bodhi in
Anuradhapura.

Taking in the sea air
at Galle Face Green

Sri Lankan colors
on sale at Nelum
Pokuna Art Street


