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SEOUL: South Korea’s ousted president
Park Geun-Hye was grilled for nearly nine
hours in court yesterday as a judge deliber-
ated whether she should be arrested over
the corruption and abuse of power scandal
that brought her down. Looking grim-faced
and pale, Park ignored a barrage of press
flashbulbs and did not speak when she
arrived at the Seoul Central District Court,
nor when she left.

She was taken to a prosecutor’s office to
await the judge’s decision, which was not
expected until late into the night. Being taken
into custody would be a dramatic step in the
disgrace of South Korea’s first woman presi-
dent, and is a key demand of the millions of
people who took to the streets to protest
against her as the scandal engulfed her lead-
ership last year.

The former president, who was stripped of
her immunity when she was dismissed from
office by the country’s top court earlier this
month, is accused of multiple offences includ-
ing bribery, leaking government information,
and abuse of power. Park has denied the
accusations. Choi Soon-Sil, Park’s secret confi-
dante at the heart of the scandal, is already on
trial for forcing top local firms including tech
giant Samsung to “donate” nearly $70 million
to non-profit foundations which she allegedly
used for personal gain.

Park, 65, was driven to the courthouse
from her home in southern Seoul past hun-
dreds of flag-waving, screaming supporters
lining the narrow street. Some tried to break
through police barricades in an effort to stop
the passage of her four-car convoy, which was
broadcast live on television. Ahead of the
hearing, prosecutors submitted around
120,000 pages of documents to the Seoul
Central District Court in relation to the
charges against Park, and said it would be

“counter to the principle of fairness” if she
was not arrested.

“The accused is denying most of the
charges, and there is a risk of destroying evi-
dence in the future,” they said. If the warrant
is granted Park will be formally detained and
taken to a detention centre south of the capi-
tal, becoming the third former leader to be
arrested over corruption in Asia’s fourth-
largest economy, where politics and big busi-
ness have long been closely tied.

Samsung Electronics vice chairman Lee
Jae-Yong, who was arrested last month in con-
nection to the scandal, was in court for over
seven hours for his hearing, and his detention
was approved early the following day.

Opposition lawmakers called for Park’s
arrest.  “The least she can do as the ex-presi-
dent who damaged national dignity is to
admit her criminal acts, bow her head and
seek forgiveness,” said a spokesman for the
main opposition Democratic Party.

An election to choose her successor will be
held on May 9. Moon Jae-In, her rival in 2012
and a former Democratic Party leader leads
opinion polls by large margins.

Sleepless nights 
Park, daughter of late dictator Park Chung-

Hee, secured the largest vote share of any
candidate in the democratic era when she
was elected in 2012. But she was impeached
by parliament in December, as the scandal
combined with mounting economic and
social frustrations to trigger huge candlelit
demonstrations. The Constitutional Court lat-
er upheld the decision.

Last week she underwent a 21-hour inter-
rogation session at the prosecutors’ office,
having refused repeated requests to be inter-
viewed while in power. Then, prosecutors
addressed her as “Madam President” but
Kang was to call her the “suspect”.

She had been “lost for words” when
authorities asked for her arrest, the Chosun
Ilbo daily quoted an unidentified pro-Park
lawmaker as saying.

Another said she had been having “sleep-
less nights and skipping meals” since moving
out of the presidential palace. Park allegedly
offered governmental favours to top busi-
nessmen who enriched  Choi, including
Samsung’s Lee.

She is also accused of letting her friend, a
high school graduate with no title or security
clearance, handle a wide range of state affairs
including nomination of top officials.

Park is also said to have cracked down on
thousands of artists who had voiced criticisms
of her or her father’s iron-fisted rule from
1961 to 1979. She has repeatedly apologized
for the upset caused by the scandal but not
admitted any wrongdoing, blaming Choi for
abusing their friendship. —AFP

S Korea’s ousted president Park appears in court

SEOUL: Ousted South Korean President Park Geun-hye, center, leaves after hear-
ing on a prosecutors’ request for her arrest for corruption at the Seoul Central
District Court in Seoul yesterday. —AP

HONG KONG: A Hong Kong democracy
activist was jailed yesterday over
Umbrella Movement mass protests
while nine more campaigners face
charges, as fears grow that freedoms are
under threat in the semi-autonomous
city. The cases come days after pro-
Beijing leader Carrie Lam was selected
as city leader by a committee skewed
towards the mainland camp.

They also precede an expected visit
by China’s President Xi Jinping in July to
mark the 20th anniversary of the han-
dover of Hong Kong back to China by
Britain in 1997.

Activist Alvin Cheng, 28, who has in
the past advocated the idea of Hong
Kong’s independence from China, was
sentenced to three months in prison for
criminal contempt of court. The charge
related to defying an injunction order for
activists to clear a sprawling protest
camp in the commercial area of Mong
Kok in November 2014 during the
Umbrella Movement rallies, which called
for fully free leadership elections but
failed to win concessions from Beijing.

Mong Kok saw some of the most vio-
lent clashes during the demonstrations
and some activists refused to leave the
site despite the order from authorities.
Judge Andrew Chan said Cheng had
shown “little remorse” and also chastised

him for being late to hearings, and play-
ing with his mobile phone. 

Another protester, Au Yuk-kwan, was
fined HK$10,000 ($1,287), also for defying
the clearance injunction, and given a sus-
pended one-month jail sentence.
Separately yesterday, nine other cam-
paigners accused of causing a public nui-
sance or inciting others to do so during
the 2014 rallies appeared at magistrates’
court, in a case they have criticized as
political persecution. 

The group, ranging from 22 to 73-
years-old and including students, pro-
fessors and lawmakers, were charged
one day after pro-Beijing Lam won the
leadership.

They could face up to seven years in
prison. Their case was adjourned to May
25 after a brief hearing, during which the
defense requested a High Court jury trial
so that the public could participate in the
decision. They have yet to enter a plea. 

‘Sustained attack’  
Rival protesters from the pro-democ-

racy and pro-China camps faced off out-
side the court where the nine activists’
case was being heard, chanting at each
other. Some pro-China supporters
slapped a picture of democracy cam-
paigner Benny Tai with a pink plastic slip-
per, mimicking a local custom practised

by some where a shoe is used to beat an
image of an enemy. 

Speaking outside court, Tai told
reporters the activists would not give up
on the fight for democracy in Hong
Kong.  “I believe our society is steeped
with the spirit of civil disobedience,”
said Tai, co-founder of Occupy Central,
one of the groups behind the Umbrella
Movement rallies.

“We won’t give up until Hong Kong
has real democracy and real universal
suffrage,” he added.

Rights group Amnesty International
condemned the charges, saying the case
showed the city’s freedom of expression
and right to peaceful assembly was
“under a sustained attack”.

Activist Ken Tsang started a five-week
jail term earlier this month for assaulting
police during the 2014 protests. Tsang
was himself attacked the same night by
seven police officers who were jailed for
two years in February for assault causing
actual bodily harm.

New leader Lam has promised to try
to unify divided Hong Kong, but oppo-
nents said the new crackdown immedi-
ately undermined that pledge. Sunday’s
vote was dismissed as a sham by democ-
racy campaigners who say Lam will be no
different from unpopular current chief
executive, Leung Chun-ying.  —AFP
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BEIJING: Chinese President Xi Jinping (right) shakes
hands with Serbian President Tomislav Nikolic during
an honorary citizenship ceremony for Nikolic at the
Great Hall of the People in Beijing yesterday.  —AFP

China’s Xi and Trump tee 

up Mar-a-Lago summit

BEIJING: China’s President Xi Jinping will meet Donald Trump
next week at the US leader’s Florida golf resort, the first face-
to-face meeting between the heads of the world’s two most
powerful nations. 

The visit, which will take place at Trump’s luxury Mar-a-
Lago club, follows a rocky start to US-China relations under
the billionaire politician, who has repeatedly blasted Beijing
for its trade policies and reluctance to bring pressure on North
Korea over its nuclear and missile programs. The meeting,
which is scheduled for April 6-7 and was confirmed by both
countries Thursday, could be crucial in setting the tone of the
relationship between the two powers in coming years.

The White House confirmed the meeting in a statement,
saying that the leaders will “discuss global, regional, and bilat-
eral issues of mutual concern.” Trump and his wife Melania
will also host Xi and China’s first lady Peng Liyuan for dinner, it
added. Just weeks ago the summit seemed a distant possibili-
ty after Trump infuriated Beijing with suggestions he might
break from the US’s long-standing One China Policy, which
nominally acknowledges the Asian giant’s claims over Taiwan
without recognizing them.  —AFP


