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DHAKA: Bangladesh security forces
found the scattered remains of up to
eight people, including women and pos-
sibly children, in a “horrific scene” when
they stormed an Islamist hideout yester-
day, police said.

Security forces entered the building
after a two-day stand-off with armed
fighters believed to be from a new fac-
tion of an extremist group the govern-
ment has blamed for a wave of deadly
attacks targeting foreigners and reli-
gious minorities. Bangladesh prides
itself on being a mainly moderate
Muslim country. But that perception has
been damaged by a series of gruesome
killings of atheist bloggers, foreigners
and religious minorities.

The head of the counter-terrorism unit
Monirul Islam said police believed the
group holed up in the hideout had blown
themselves up to avoid being taken by
security forces in the latest incident.

He said some of those killed were
women, and that there could also be chil-
dren among the dead. “There was an
explosion late yesterday afternoon when
the operation began. They died due to
that explosion,” he told reporters. “We
think there were seven to eight bodies of
different ages. It’s a horrific scene.”

Police came under grenade attack
when they raided two Islamist hideouts
in the northeastern district of
Moulvibazar on Wednesday. Militants
threw at least eight grenades as police
cordoned off the two houses-one in the
Moulvibazar town and another outside
the town in a village called Nasirpur,
both owned by a Bangladesh origin
British citizen. Counter-terrorism officers
and the elite SWAT unit then stormed
Nasirpur hideout at the village and
found body parts scattered across two
rooms, Islam said.

Security forces were also planning to
storm a second hideout in the town,
where authorities believe one or two

extremists were holed up, district police
chief Mohammad Shah Jalal told AFP.

Last week army commandos stormed
a five-storey building in the nearby city of
Sylhet, triggering a violent three-day
stand-off. At least four extremists died
and another six people including two
police officers were killed when two
bombs went off on Saturday near a
crowd watching the operation.

The Islamic State group took credit for

the twin bomb attacks, but the govern-
ment has rejected the claim and instead
blamed the banned homegrown Islamist
organisation, Jamayetul Mujahideen
Bangladesh (JMB). There has been a
resurgence of extremist attacks in recent
weeks in the Muslim-majority nation of
160 million after a relative lull since five
IS-linked gunmen killed 22 people includ-
ing 18 foreign hostages at a Dhaka cafe
on July 1. — AFP
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Top Tibetan lama abandons monkhood to marry friend

NEW DELHI: This handout photograph released by Karmapa.org yester-
day, shows The Karmapa Thaye Dorje (second left) and his parents
Mipham Rinpoche (C/TOP), Dechen Wangmo Bottom (right /rear) Rinchen
Yangzom (left) and her parents Chencho (center front) and Kunzang  as
they pose in New Delhi. — AFP
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Indonesian found dead after 
being swallowed by python 

JAKARTA: An Indonesian farmer has been found dead inside a 7-
meter (23-foot) python after being reported missing on his failure
to return home from work on a palm plantation. Village officials
cut open the swollen body of the snake in a graphic video taken
by a resident of Mamuju, on the eastern island of Sulawesi, the
site of the incident. The victim’s legs, encased in rubber boots,
emerge as the snake is pulled apart. Family members and neigh-
bours of the 26-year-old victim, Akbar, had launched a search
when he failed to come home for more than 24 hours, a resident
of the area told Reuters. “We saw a python that couldn’t move
properly and it’s belly was swollen,” said Asdin Rudi Fathir, 43.
“Residents and officials decided to kill the python and were
shocked to find a human body inside.” Relatives identified the
victim, who went by only one name, as do many Indonesians.
While large snakes and other animals are common in that part of
Sulawesi, attacks on humans are rare, Fathir added. 

Train derailment in 
north India injures 25 

NEW DELHI: At least 25 people were injured yesterday
when eight carriages of a passenger train derailed in north-
ern India, a railway ministry spokesman said, the latest in a
series of incidents involving the world’s fourth-largest rail
network. The Mahakoshal Express was travelling from
Jabalpur city in central India’s Madhya Pradesh to the capi-
tal, New Delhi, when it derailed at about 2 am (2000 GMT
Wednesday) in Uttar Pradesh state. “Rescue operations are
underway. We have rushed a disaster management team to
the incident spot,” railways ministry spokesman Anil Saxena
said in New Delhi. The cause of the derailment has not been
determined yet and police would investigate whether it
was an accident or a planned attack, he said.

YANGON: One year after Aung San Suu
Kyi’s National League for Democracy
(NLD) party was sworn in as Myanmar’s
first elected government in half a centu-
ry, opinions are mixed on its perform-
ance. Many have a saint-like adoration
for “The Lady”, who championed a
decades-long democracy struggle
against the country’s former military
oppressors.  But after 12 months with
dubious progress on economic reform
and repressive legislation still on the
books, some supporters are starting to
lose patience. Here are some views
from Myanmar: 

Maung Saungkha
“I was imprisoned for six months for

a poem,” said the young writer who
was arrested in 2015 for penning a
satirical verse about having a tattoo of
former junta-installed president Thein
Sein in his private parts. “We under-
stood that the previous (military-
backed) government was a new form
of junta... so when we attacked them,
people supported us.

“But since the new government led
by Aung San Suu Kyi took power, we
can’t say what we like. We can’t point

out issues or criticize Aung San Suu Kyi.
If we did, people who support her
online or outside would attack us.”

Many activists have expressed acute
concern about a spike in the number of
online defamation prosecutions since
the NLD came to power, with some cas-
es filed by party members.  “The law can
keep people silent,” said Maung
Saungkha. “This situation should not be
acceptable in a democratic country.
There is no democracy without free-
dom of expression and certainly we
don’t have that today.”

Nay Phone Latt, NLD
lawmaker in Yangon

The former free speech blogger, who
spent years in jail for criticizing the junta
before being elected as an NLD lamaker
in 2015, said the government needed to
improve its communication with the
public.  “Some problems and misman-
agement happened because of the
eagerness to change the country quick-
ly,” he said, pointing to the chaos caused
by an ill-planned overhaul of Yangon’s
bus service and the uproar that greeted
the government’s decision to cut the 10-
day Thingyan holiday in April. — AFP

One year on: What do

people think of Suu Kyi?

SALUBIRO: The body of 25-year-old Akbar who was found
when local people cut open the seven metre python after
it was found bloated and slithering awkwardly in the vil-
lage of Salubiro, on the eastern island of Sulawesi. —AFP

NEW DELHI: A senior Tibetan lama at
the centre of a long-running row over
one of Buddhism’s most important titles
has abandoned the monkhood alto-
gether after marrying a childhood friend
in India, his office said yesterday. Thaye
Dorje, 33, has claimed since childhood
to be the reincarnation of the Karmapa
Lama, the leader of one of the four
major schools of Tibetan Buddhism.

But many adherents of the Karma
Kagyu school of Buddhism follow
another monk with a rival claim to the
title, Urgyen Trinley, who is recognized
by the Dalai Lama.

The disagreement has long split
Tibetan Buddhists,  but yesterday
Thaye Dorje’s office made the sur-
prise announcement that he had mar-
ried in a private ceremony in New
Delhi on March 25, and abandoned
the monkhood. “I have a strong feel-
ing, deep within my heart, that my

decision to marry will have a positive
impact not only for me, but also for
the lineage,” the statement quoted
Thaye Dorje as saying.

“Something beautiful, something
beneficial will emerge, for all of us.”
Thaye Dore will continue to fulfil the
role of the Karmapa, including by offer-
ing teachings and blessings to students
around the world, his office said. His
new wife, 36-year-old Rinchen
Yangzom, was born in Bhutan and edu-
cated in India and Europe. Under
Tibetan tradition, monks identify a
young boy who shows signs he is a rein-
carnation of a late leader.

Thaye Dorje was born in Tibet and
his own father was a high lama, while
his mother was descended from Tibetan
nobility. According to his official biogra-
phy, he was just one-and-a-half years
old when he started telling people that
he was the Karmapa. — AFP


