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WASHINGTON:  The Trump administra-
tion has told Congress it plans to
approve a multibillion-dollar sale of F-16
fighter jets to Bahrain without the
human rights conditions imposed by
the State Department under President
Barack Obama.

If finalized, the approval would allow
the Gulf island to purchase 19 of the jets
from Maryland-based Lockheed Martin
Corp., plus improvements to other jets
in Bahrain’s fleet. Though Congress has
opportunities to block the sale, it is
unlikely it will act to do so, given the
Republican majority’s strong support for
the sale. The decision is the latest signal
that the Trump administration is priori-
tizing support for Sunni-led countries
seen as critical to opposing Iran’s influ-
ence in the Mideast over human rights
issues that Obama had elevated.

Bahrain, home to the US Navy’s 5th
Fleet and an under-construction British
naval base, is an island state off the
coast of Saudi Arabia.

Under Obama, the United States
withdrew approval before the fighter jet

deal was finalized because it said
Bahrain hadn’t taken steps it had prom-
ised to improve human rights.

Senate Foreign Relations Committee
Chairman Bob Corker’s office said the
committee was told Wednesday by the
State Department that it plans to pro-
ceed with the sale. The State
Department declined to comment. The
notice triggers a 40-day “consultation”
period in which committee staff can
review a draft of the Bahrain approval,
ask questions about the sale and raise
any concerns. Then the State
Department will send a formal notifica-
tion to Congress, setting off a final, 30-
day review period, during which
Congress could pass a joint resolution or
take other steps to stop the sale.

Lockheed had lobbied strenuously
for the sale’s approval, even as rights
groups and pro-democracy activists
urged the administration not to jettison
human rights conditions. Brian Dooley
of the Washington-based group Human
Rights First said decoupling the sale
from such conditions would “encourage

further repression” and fuel instability
during a tense period for Bahrain.

Meanwhile, a series of attacks, includ-
ing a January prison break, have target-
ed the island.  Shiite militant groups
have claimed some of the assaults.
Bahrain has accused Iran’s Revolutionary
Guard of training and arming some mili-
tants, something the Shiite regional
power has dismissed as a “futile and
baseless lie.” Lockheed declined to com-
ment while Bahrain’s government did
not respond to a request for comment.

In prepared remarks before a hearing
Wednesday of the US House’s Armed
Services Committee, the head of the US
military’s Central Command acknowl-
edged the delay in the fighter jet sale to
Bahrain “continues to strain our relation-
ship.” “We continue to urge the govern-
ment of Bahrain to reverse steps it has
taken over the past year to reduce the
space for peaceful political expression in
its  population and have encouraged
the Bahrainis to implement needed
political reforms in the country,” US Gen
Joseph Votel said. — AP

LOS ANGELES: A Pakistani-born
doctor announced Wednesday that
he is joining the 2018 race for lieu-
tenant governor on a platform of
saving the Affordable Care Act, pro-
viding free community college edu-
cation and fighting what he termed
“Donald Trump’s hate.” “I  am a
proud Muslim and I love America,”
Dr Asif Mahmood said at a news
conference in front of the down-
town federal building that houses a
US Immigration and Customs
Enforcement field office.

“President Trump continues to
attack people like me: immigrants,
people of color and Muslims,”
Mahmood said. “I say President
Trump has it all wrong. It’s time to
get tough on hate. California must
be the leader of the Trump resist-
ance, and I will fight him every step
of the way.” The pulmonologist said
he came to the United States because
he wanted his family to live in a place

“that celebrates diversity and toler-
ance.” Born in a small, rural village,
Mahmood moved to Kentucky in the
1990s to complete medical school. He
came to Southern California in 2000
and lives near Los Angeles with his
wife and three teenage children.

As a first-time candidate,
Mahmood’s challenge is to build a
statewide coalition, potentially
anchored to civil rights. He starts as a
virtual unknown and Muslims make up
a tiny percentage of people living in
California. To be competitive and grow
beyond a niche candidacy, he must
craft a message that resonates with
the large, diverse pool of voters in a
state that is home to 1 of every 8
Americans. Lt. Gov. Gavin Newsom,
the incumbent, is barred by term limits
from seeking a third term and is run-
ning for governor.

Mahmood, a Democrat, said he
did not think his religion would be an
obstacle in a state known for diversity.

Mahmood said his experience run-
ning a medical practice and volun-
teering at free clinics that treat poor
populations gave him the credentials
to campaign for health care reform.
He supports protecting Obamacare
and expanding Medicare to cover
everyone. California’s lieutenant gov-
ernor post is largely ceremonial, but
the lieutenant governor leads the state
when the governor travels outside it
and can break tie votes in the state
Senate. The lieutenant governor also
has a seat on the board of regents of
the 10-campus University of California.
Mahmood said he would use it to
influence higher education reform.

Mahmood said he wants to pro-
vide a free community college educa-
tion and doesn’t support fee hikes,
such as the recent California State
University tuition increase. “I believe
that education is the main asset that
any nation can have, any society can
have,” he said. — AP

WASHINGTON: Some tactics Russia used to meddle in last
year’s presidential election would give shivers to anyone who
believes in American democracy, the Senate intelligence com-
mittee’s top Democrat says. Sen Mark Warner of Virginia
spoke ahead of a committee session yesterday that will
address how the Kremlin allegedly uses technology to spread
disinformation in the US and Europe. Warner and the panel’s
chairman, Sen. Richard Burr, R-NC, provided an update of the
committee’s investigation into activities Russia might have
taken to alter or influence the 2016 elections and whether
there were any campaign contacts with Russian government
officials that might have interfered with the election process.

“There were upwards of 1,000 paid internet trolls working
out of a facility in Russia, in effect, taking over series of com-
puters, which is then called a botnet,” Warner told reporters
on Capitol Hill Wednesday. Warner said the committee was
investigating to find out whether voters in key states, such as
Wisconsin, Michigan and Pennsylvania, might have been
served up Russian-generated fake news and propaganda
along with information from their traditional news outlets.

“We are in a whole new realm around cyber that provides
opportunity for huge, huge threats to our basic democracy,”
Warner said. “You are seeing it right now.”

Burr added that Russians are trying to influence elections
in Europe as well. “I think it’s safe by everybody’s judgment
that the Russians are actively involved in the French elec-
tions,” Burr said. The first round of the French presidential
election is to be held next month. Scheduled to appear at the
committee’s open hearing are: Eugene Rumer, director of the
Russia and Eurasia program at the Carnegie Endowment for
International Peace; Roy Godson, professor of government
emeritus at Georgetown University; Clint Watts, senior fellow
at the Foreign Policy Research Institute Program on National
Security; Kevin Mandia, chief executive officer of the cyberse-
curity firm FireEye Inc.; and retired Gen. Keith Alexander, for-
mer director of the National Security Agency and president of
IronNet Cybersecurity.

French connection
Pledging cooperation, Burr and Warner said they would

steer clear of politics in their panel’s probe of Russian med-
dling. They made a point of putting themselves at arm’s
length from the House investigation that has been marked by
partisanship and disputes.

Democrats have called for House intelligence committee
Chairman Rep. Devin Nunes to recuse himself because of his
ties to the Trump team, especially because the investigation
includes looking at contacts that Russians had with President
Donald Trump’s associates. Nunes, R-Calif, met with a secret
source on the White House grounds last week to review classi-
fied material, which he says indicates that Trump associates’
communications were captured in “incidental” surveillance of
foreigners. — AP

Muslim immigrant to join California Lt governor race 

Dr. Asif Mahmood, a physician who came to the U.S. from Pakistan,
announces he is joining the 2018 race for California’s lieutenant gover-
nor in front of the downtown federal building that houses a U.S.
Immigration and Customs Enforcement field office in Los Angeles
Wednesday, March 29, 2017. Mahmood is promising to run on his
Muslim faith, immigrant past and career as a health care provider. —AP

BANGALORE:  In this Feb 16, 2017, file photo, a US fighter aircraft F-16 performs during the Aero India 2017 at Yelahanka
air base in Bangalore. The Trump administration told Congress on Wednesday that it plans to approve a multibillion-
dollar sale of F-16 fighter jets to Bahrain.—AP
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