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VALLETTA: European Commission President Jean-
Claude Juncker joked yesterday that he was ready to
encourage Ohio or Texas to leave the United States
should President Donald Trump continue to celebrate
Brexit. “The newly elected president is delighted to see
Britain leave” the European Union, Juncker told a con-
gress of the European People’s Party (EPP) in Malta on the
day after one of the bloc’s biggest members started the
exit process.

“If he carries on, I am going to promote the independ-
ence of Ohio and Austin, Texas,’” he said in German to
chuckles from delegates in Valletta. Juncker, who was in
Malta with EU President Donald Tusk, German Chancellor
Angela Merkel and Spanish Prime Minister Mariano
Rajoy, urged the remaining 27 EU nations to pull togeth-
er. “Brexit is not the end of everything, but we must
make it a beginning of something that will be new,
stronger and better.”

Britons last year voted 52 percent to 48 percent in
favour of Brexit, leaving the country bitterly divided.
Trump said the vote to leave the EU was a good idea and
that other countries would likely follow suit. In an inter-
view last week, Juncker said he had asked Trump’s
administration not to encourage other countries to ditch
the bloc. — AFP

Juncker warns Trump 

over Brexit support

ST JULIANS: The President of the European
Commission Jean-Claude Juncker delivers a speech
during the European People’s party congress (EPP)
yesterday in St Julian’s Malta.  —AFP

BERLIN: Germany has deported 10
potential attackers since January as part
of a tougher approach towards failed
asylum seekers and other foreigners it
deems dangerous after one of them
killed 12 people at a Berlin market, secu-
rity sources said yesterday.

Interior Minister Thomas de Maiziere
and other top officials have been push-
ing for quicker deportations of those
denied asylum, while working with
Morocco, Tunisia and other countries to
speed up the repatriation process.
Tunisian Anis Amri,  a supporter of
Islamic State, attacked a Christmas mar-
ket in Berlin in December after being
denied asylum. He was shot dead by
Italian police days later.

Shortly after the incident, German’s
Joint Terrorism Prevention Centre
(GTAZ), reviewed the open cases of all
other “potential attackers” like Amri, the
sources said.  “A total of 10 potential
attackers have since been successfully
deported in a joint effort with the affect-

ed German states,” said one of the
sources.  The Interior Ministry estimates
that there are more than 600 potentially
dangerous Islamists in Germany, includ-
ing 250 who are citizens of other coun-
tries but not asylum seekers.

The suspected militants were sent
back to mainly North African countries,
the sources said, without providing
details. The change in approach was
agreed by de Maiziere and Justice
Minister Heiko Maas at a meeting on
Jan. 10, where both men agreed that the
Amri case must not be repeated. 

In Amri’s case, one of the obstacles to
physically deporting him was Tunisia’s
failure to issue replacement identifica-
tion papers, despite the availability of
finger- and handprints. This month
German Chancellor Angela Merkel
secured a promise from Tunisia to take
back 1,500 rejected Tunisian asylum
seekers, with those who agreed to leave
voluntarily eligible to receive govern-
ment aid. Germany also offered Tunisia

250 million euros in development aid.
Merkel, who will seek a fourth term as
chancellor in September, has come
under fire for allowing more than one
million refugees to enter Germany over
the past two years.

De Maiziere vowed on Tuesday to
continue pushing for legislative changes
that would make it easier to detain and
deport potential attackers following the
Amri case. One proposed law also calls
for use of electronic tags. The security
sources said state prosecutors in the
past had sought to exhaust opportuni-
ties to prosecute potential attackers in
Germany for various other infractions,
but this had proven difficult and time-
consuming.

The sources did not provide details
on the 10 individuals deported or say
whether they were related to the Amri
case.  German authorities have arrested
at least two individuals who had con-
tact with Amri before the December
attack. — Reuters 

ANCHORAGE, Ky: Two people killed in
an officer-involved shooting in a
wealthy Kentucky suburb are suspects in
the homicide of an elderly widower in
another city 60 miles away, officials said
Wednesday. Investigators from three
jurisdictions are still piecing together
the series of events Tuesday night that
left three dead, including a 74-year-old
man fatally stabbed in his home in
Hardin County and two people police
believe are connected to that homicide -
a man and a woman later killed in a con-
frontation with police.

Hardin County Chief Deputy David
Lee said police officers in Anchorage,
Kentucky, a suburb of Louisville, called
his county’s dispatchers about 7 p.m.
Tuesday to report a car abandoned near
a field. A deputy was dispatched to
check on the registered owner of that
car. The deputy peered through the win-
dow of the home, where 74-year-old
Lewis Hoskinson lives alone since his
wife passed away. The deputy saw signs
of foul play and called in backup. “The
house was ransacked, everything was in
disarray,” Lee said. The deputies entered
and discovered Hoskinson dead. He had
been stabbed with a very large knife,
Lee said. Meanwhile, officers with the
Anchorage Police Department investi-
gated around the stolen car, abandoned
near a gravel drive that leads to a field
behind the back lawns of stately houses.
At some point, they encountered the
two suspects.

Both were killed in the confrontation.
The Jefferson County Coroner’s Office
identified them late Wednesday as 18-
year-old Destiny A. Moneyhun and 25-
year-old Bradley James Sheets. Chief
Deputy Coroner Jo-Ann Farmer said
both were white and from Barren
County, 50 miles from the stabbing vic-
tim and more than 100 miles from
where they were shot and killed.

Sheets was arrested earlier this year
after police found him passed out
behind the wheel of his truck at an inter-

section, according to local media reports
at the time. He was booked with driving
under the influence, possession of syn-
thetic drugs and possession of drug
paraphernalia.

Officers involved
Both Sheets and Moneyhun were

pronounced dead at the scene.
Autopsies will be conducted today. The
two Anchorage police officers involved
in the shooting were not injured. City
attorney John T. McGarvey said one
was a uniformed officer who was wear-
ing a body camera. The second was in
plain clothes and was not wearing a
body camera.

Louisville Metro Police Department
spokeswoman Alicia Smiley said the
Anchorage Police Department asked
Louisville police to investigate the inci-
dent. Police have released few details on
the shooting. McGarvey said the video
and other evidence have been turned
over to Louisville investigators. Lee said
it remains unclear whether the suspects

knew Hoskinson or if anything other
than the car was stolen. He said
deputies are working with the man’s rel-
atives to piece together what might
have happened and what might be
missing from his home.

In Anchorage, a half-dozen police
cars remained at the shooting scene
Wednesday, along with forensic crews
who cordoned off the overgrown field
behind suburban homes.

The bodies of two people remained
uncovered at the scene. A pile of belong-
ings, including a notebook and a teddy
bear, lay near the woman’s feet.
Anchorage, a bedroom community of
2,300 people, is one of Kentucky’s most
expensive cities, with a median house-
hold income of $160,000, four times
higher than the state. Crime is rare.  There
were no violent crimes reported in 2015,
the most recent year of complete statis-
tics published by the Federal Bureau of
Investigation. Anchorage Police Chief H.
Dean Hayes referred questions to the
Louisville police. — AP
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ANCHORAGE: Technicians with the Louisville Metro crime scene unit prepare to
videotape the scene of a shooting involving two officers on Wednesday.—AP

Two killed in shooting in Kentucky subrurb

CINCINNATI: Recordings of people calling 911 and police offi-
cers responding to a weekend nightclub shooting in
Cincinnati in which one person was killed and 16 injured illus-
trate the chaos of the unfolding crisis. One man yells repeat-
edly “Hurry up, hurry up!” because his friend has been shot,
and a woman pleading for help for a victim says there is
“blood everywhere.”

Another man tells a dispatcher two of his friends have
been shot and he needs help. I didn’t see anything,” he says in
response to a dispatcher’s question. “I was running for my
life.” A panicked woman is screaming so loudly the dispatcher
has trouble communicating with her. The recordings capture
chaos in the background with multiple people screaming. The
911 calls surrounding the early Sunday morning shooting at a
popular hip-hop music spot near the Ohio river east of down-
town Cincinnati were released Wednesday along with record-
ings of responding police officers.

One police officer urgently tells a dispatcher to “expedite”
every unit possible, while another says three people are
injured and adds: “Get me cars now!” The dispatcher says
calmly at one point: “Basically the entire city’s responding at
this time.” An incident report also released Wednesday
showed the victims were in their 20s and 30s and included 14
men and three women.

The Hamilton County coroner’s office has said that O’Bryan
Spikes, the 27-year-old man killed in the shooting, died from a
single gunshot to the chest. A hospital spokeswoman said
Wednesday night that two victims remained in critical condi-
tion. Police estimate 200 people were inside the Cameo club
when a dispute escalated into a gunfight in which more than
20 shots were fired by an unknown number of shooters. — AP
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