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MOSCOW: Russian President Vladimir
Putin yesterday denounced the scandals
over Donald Trump’s ties to Moscow,
adding that he would be happy to meet
with his US counterpart this year.

Speaking at an international forum
on the Arctic organized by Russia in the
northern city of Arkhangelsk, Putin once
again denied any Kremlin involvement
in the US election last year, slamming
the recent accusations as “absurd” and
“irresponsible.” “We are just waiting for
when the situation improves,” Putin said
in televised comments. “When it’s over, I
hope we decide on holding a meeting”
with Trump.

Putin said he would be keen for their
first face-to-face talks to happen at the
G20 summit in July or earlier, for example
at a summit Finland may host after
becoming chair of the Arctic Council
intergovernmental forum in May. “Such
events should be prepared by both sides.
If it happens, then we would be glad, I
would be glad, to take part in this event,”
Putin said at the forum, which Finnish
President Sauli Niinisto is also attending. 

“If not, then such a meeting could
take place within the framework of the
usual meetings, at the G20,” Putin added.
The G20 summit of world powers is set to
convene in the northern German city of
Hamburg in early July and both US and
Russian leaders are expected to attend.

“We see the US as a great country with
which we want to have a good partner-
ship. Everything else is lies, inventions
and provocations” used by “some politi-
cal forces in the US... to strengthen their
position,” said Putin.

He slammed the scrutiny of  the
Russian ambassador to the US, Sergey
Kislyak, whose meetings with Trump’s
associates figure in several congressional
investigations into possible election
meddling by Moscow. “I can see the US
ambassador (to Russia John Tefft) is sit-
ting here... He is communicating with
everyone,” Putin told the audience at the
forum. “Meanwhile the contacts of our
envoy are being limited, his every meet-
ing is met with hostility as some kind of
spy stunt,” Putin said, insisting that
Kislyak is simply doing his job.

“What else is he there for?”
‘What do we want?’
US intelligence has accused Moscow

of waging a broad-ranging campaign to
help Trump win the election. This has
led to investigations in the Senate and
House of Representatives as well as an
FBI probe into the Trump campaign’s
ties with Russia. Trump’s son-in-law and
top aide Jared Kushner is to face a con-
gressional panel over his contacts with
Russian state bank executives last year
that Moscow has dismissed as “normal
business” for the banks. — AFP

ARKHANGELSK: Russian President Vladimir Putin (right) meets with Finnish
President Sauli Niinisto during the International Arctic Forum in Arkhangelsk
Yesterday.—AFP

CARACAS: Venezuela’s Supreme Court took over legisla-
tive powers yesterday from the opposition-majority
National Assembly, a dramatic tightening of leftist
President Nicolas Maduro and his allies’ grip amid a devas-
tating economic crisis.

The opposition attacked what it called a “fraudulent
court” packed with Maduro loyalists bent on keeping him
in power in the South American oil giant, where a three-
year recession has caused food shortages, riots and an epi-
demic of violent crime. The high court, whose judges have
staunchly backed Maduro in a power struggle with the
legislature, made the decision late Wednesday night, cit-
ing an earlier ruling that the opposition majority was in
contempt of court.

“As long as the National Assembly’s contempt of court
and invalidity persist, parliamentary powers shall be exer-
cised directly by (the Supreme Court’s) constitutional
chamber or by the body it stipulates to safeguard the rule
of law,” it said. The court ruled in August 2016 that the
National Assembly leadership was in contempt for swear-
ing in three lawmakers who were suspended over alleged
electoral fraud. The opposition condemns the fraud
charges as a trumped-up bid to curb its power.

The main opposition coalition, the Democratic Unity
Roundtable (MUD), won a landslide in legislative elections
in December 2015 with a promise to oust Maduro. That
forced the president and his allies in the United Socialist
Party of Venezuela (PSUV) to share power for the first time
since its founder, Hugo Chavez, surged to power in 1999.

But the Supreme Court scuttled the opposition’s pow-
erful two-thirds majority when it barred the three investi-
gated lawmakers from taking their seats.

Since then, the court has overturned every law passed
by the legislature. Opposition lawmaker Henry Ramos
Allup bitterly condemned the ruling. “This is a fraudulent
court whose interpretations of the constitution violate the
document itself,” he said in a radio interview. “We must
continue... doing our jobs despite the risk, because no one
person gave us our titles as lawmakers. — AFP
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